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Surtees announces new sponsor for F1 and F2 


Dress for the occasion 


you can buy the jackets at Checkpoint shops or direct (no postal charges) by sending off coupon 


Draw-string 
and storm flap 


Tough zip works 
from top or bottom 


Key pocket 


in sleeve = 
Stormcheater Tough cotton 
sleeves lining (red) 


Special all-weather 
protective nylon from LC.) 


Outside pencil pocket 


spectator 


To: Checkpoint Ltd, 43 Broughton Street, Manchester M& BWP. 


To: Checkpoint Ltd, 43 
Please send rally jacket by 
CHEST 38° ( ) 40 


Dark blue with light blue stripe | | Dark blue wit 
Black with green stripe | Black with yellow str Matt Black 
Ree Sas NAME Aoones: 


enclose cheque / P.O. No. J enclose cheque / P.O. No 


Checkpoint Race & Rally Equipment Ltd. London 0)-903 0111 Manchester 001-834 5424 
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Glossop 2932 Hastings 29400 


SAFARI 
IN EAST AFRICA 


East African Airways offers DOUBLE SAFARI to 
Safari enthusiasts during April. East African Safari 
Rally and the Game Parks and Lodges. From as little 
as £208, all inclusive, excursion tour. 


For further information please contact 


East African Airways 
46 Albemarle Street, London W1 
Tel: 01-493 8973 or Mr Aziz Tejpar, 
East African Airways, PO Box 41010, Nairobi, Kenya. 
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It was with great disappointment that we heard this week 
that the British Automobile Club have been forced to cancel 
their Easter Monday Formula Two race. This now means 
that there is no F2 race in Britain at all this season following 
the dropping of Mallory Park from the calendar earlier on 
this year. 

This will be regretted by the majority of British racing 
enthusiasts as the formula has always provided a tremendous 
spectacle with a number of top-line drivers competing 
against the up-and-coming people. 

The cancellation of the Thruxton race, usually the best 
attended F2 race of the year by the competitors, has arisen 
because they cannot find a sponsor who will be able to 
cover the cost of putting on such a race, F2 is not cheap to 
put on we know but are the drivers, entrants and constructors 
now having to pay the price of being too professional? 

The BARC have supported F2 for a long time now when 
most of the time the other clubs and promotors here did not 
want to know it, Now they too have had to drop it along 
with a number of European organisers who also say they 
cannot afford it. Has the time come for a complete re-think 
on F2 and how it is slotted into the structure of motor racing? 
The constructors were unhappy last year because they were 
not getting enough money from it, Now they have settled 
that score the organisers are finding that they cannot afford 
to run it 

In this country F2 has fallen foul of F5000 but in Europe 
there is nothing to replace it. For the very same arguments 
that we put forward for F3 continuing last week F2 must 
continue. It is a natural stepping stone up the ladder— 
the gap between F3 and Fl is very big and only an excep: 
tional driver can afford to miss out F2. By doing F2 he can 
gain the experience of racing abroad and get to know a lot 
of the circuits. One successful F5000 driver told us this week 
that he wanted to do F2 instead because F5000 in Europe 
does not carry enough prestige. A constructor told us that 
to do F5000 seriously on a European scale would be con- 
siderably more expensive than F2. This is not decrying 
F5000, it is good racing and excellent spectator sport, but at 
the moment it is only national—if it becomes truly inter- 
national it will prove to be more expensive than F2 which 
people are saying they cannot afford now. 

F5000 will remain healthy if it stays as it is now but F2 
will obviously have to undergo a change, not in regulations, 
but in the way that it is promoted. It has often been said 
that its problem lies in the name which implies something 
second rate. We all know this is not true but it is probably 
relevant. Would it not be possible to create a sponsored 
European championship with no complicated points system 
as we have now, make it open to everybody and run one 
race in each country like the world championship? With 
the current variety in engines and chassis and overload of 
talented young drivers not able to get into an Fl car it 
could fill all the right gaps. If it were called the Champion- 
ship of Europe or Formula Europe it would imply that it is 
something important in its own right not something that is 
second best to Fl 


our cover picture 


John Surtees this week introduced another major sponsor to Fl and 
F2. The plans for the Bang & Olufsen-Team Surtees are announced in 
Pit and Paddock. Jochen Mass, one of the drivers, is seated in the car. 

Prete Pater arm 


1 


Pit and Paddock ited by lan Phillips 


ventilated with Girling cali 
pers which were designed speci 


Tower para 
ms, gas filled 
shockers are used all 


The distinctive profile of the Amon with th 


Amon launches F1 project 


to make 
Cham: 


Unequal length wishbones are employed at the rs and brakes feature at the front, 
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Pit and Paddock 


Bang & Olufsen 
F1/F2 Surtees 


John Surtees this week announ- — w cars and PR. We've 
ced his major sponsor for the never a sponsor and I even 
year in Fl and F2—Bang & have references from old spon: 
Olufsen, the high quality sors to back me up on what we 


specialists, The previously can do 


announced co-sponsors Fina and Tile Sy ie comidonetion’c 


Matchbox will’ continue their policy of spreading 

association with Team Surtees in ore than one. compai 

both Fl and F2 in. co-operation ithe companies works together 

with Bang & Olufsen and they all gain.” Although it 
The teams will be known as nitially seemed” that Surtees 

Bang & Olufsen-Team Surtees ould not be doing F2 this year 

and the cars will be entered as he also announced plans to build 
Surtees-Pinas. The colours of the ars for the formula and to run 


team, depicted on our front cover works cars 
this Week, will be red, white and a dpe 
black, The Fi car is the same The 


TS16 as used in the first two GPs Will 


f his new F2 cars 


this year_and will be driven by ians who are having three 
Carlos Pace. and Jochen Mass ars with BMW engines. "An ex 
The first appearance of the new imental car is also under 


colours will be at the Race of 
Champions. 

‘John. Surtees 
announcement this week 


Knew that the Brooke Bond Oxo 


as an out and out works car: “pri 

sald the bably for John Watson. He has 
WE kota contract with Be 

hold him back, Carlos wi 


deal was coming to an end as — . 
last year was the Inst of a three bly drive occasionally 
year plan and I wanted to get an ‘NAVE a second ready, Th 


car will be adaptable for both 
BMW and Ford engines. We have 
ertainly not ruled out 

Ford engine 


Sverall sponsor to caver the team 
in both FI and F2 and have all 
the cars looking the same. Match 
box signed for a further tw 


years and showed a lot of con. Surtees is now ready 
Rdence; Fina confirmed thetr con- into. his new. factory a! 
tinued support at the fridge and. this will take 


after the South African GP. Ty 
ing in with this and the new B&O 
sponsorship is a new policy to 


the fuel erisis and it looked good 
bbut I_needed a big overall spon: 
I''said ‘at the | Matchbox 


ncement “that there. was bring on new drivers, BRO Is 
Something else in the wind; in managed from Belgium and they 
fact there were three and Bang are very keen to g un 
& Olufsen were the prestige Belgian drivers in interna 
Company T wanted and they gave tional "scene (last year they ran 
the go-ahead last week. They ft the B&O Belgium Racing Team) 
in ideally as we both have well 8a national basis. will 
engineered products and they tie build two. cars for this trials 
In with the other sponsors w' area and may fun various drivers 
also have ‘quality products. We in F2-or Formula Atlantic races 


can give them a good back-up from time to time 


Suri driver in @ TSIS at Goodwood 


John Watson “ probable 
last week. 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 7. 1974 


Edwards’ 
Embassy 
F5000 


anced on Monday 
d be backing « 


with the Embassy 

sham Hill Team 

have a brand new 

he Race of 

Embassy colours 

As unning. It in th 
® ampionship round he 
hopes in the Fl race 
an Ww raham Hill. will 
driving the single Lola F1 as the 
nd will be in South 
Africa, where again Hill will b 
r Wkely 

E a F5000 is 

by e business 

John Butterworth who 

wned Edwards’ F5000 Lola last 
fear and will Alan 


Last year Edwards won the MCD 


the best. turned out 
wned car competing on 

a ireuits. in 1973 
mitments will take 

P but it 

"| Lola w 


Rothmans European 
rounds 


BP award 
continues 


The BP Man of the Meeting 
Series for both car and motor 
will continue as be. 

fore this year. The winner 
each meeting will receive a silver 

y. rally jacket 

vouchers and a cheq 
Judges, as in previous years 
will be drawn from .a panel of 
ind will Include the 

rand a BP fr 


ative. At the end of the 
a BP SuperMan of the Year will 
be chosen from the race nomina. 
The ings at which 
award be made are as fol 
we 10, Mallory Park; 
n (ds Hatch; April 
Shetterton; April 27, Oulton 


Park; May 5, Oulton Park; May 
19, Mallory Park; May 27, Crof 
July 14, Mallory. Park; July 
rands Hatch; July 21, Ingliston; 
August 26, Brands Hatch; Sept 
ember 29, Grands Hatch and 
Cadwell Park; October 13, 
Brands Hatch; Octcber 26, 
Oulton Park. 

This is the fourth year that 
BP ‘have staged the awards 
signed to. encourage up. and 
ming drivers in motor sport. 


© Racing Transmission Services, 
pecialists in Hewland. gearboxe 
and stockists of spares, old and 
ew, moved this week to 9 North 
Town Road, Maidenhead, Berks 
SL 75E. Tel 37232 


F2 March-BMWs for 
Purley and Quester 


and joining up with David Purley 
na Formula 2 team of March: 
BMWs was the news. last 
week from MRC who will be 
running the team. Sponsorship 
comes from Hong Kong of all 
places and that’s where the idea 
of Purley and Quester in the team 
riginated. 

Quester took Purley’s Formula 
Atlantic March to the Far East 
for the Macao Grand Prix last 
November to be run by Bob 
Harper, @ wealthy Ford and BMW 
Importer from the States, residing 
in Hong Kong. The trip wasn't 
too successful for the engine blew 
up, but Harper, who has entered 
Timo Makinen in the Hong Kong 
rally in years past, became 
Interested in bigger things than 
the club racing of which he has 


been a supporter for over 20 

Purley heard the news on the 
day he received his George 
Medal from the Queen Mother 
at Buckingham Palace last week, 


and engine builder Ken Horton is 
currently in Munich building up 
the four engines that the team 


have bought. The team will con- 

all Formula 2 races under 
banner of Team Harper of 
g Kong and will be based in 
Lec workshops in Bognor 

Mike Earle is team 
manager and Greg Field and 

y Harvey, will be mechanics, 
Purley’s Formula Atlantic plans 
have consequently been dropped. 


r 


DON’T BELIEVE 
ALL YOU READ 


The national press has been busy telling us 
how few holiday bookings are being made 
during the current crisi 
That may be true for ‘’ bucket-and-spade “ 
holidays, but don’t be fooled into thinking that 
you will be able to pick up a seat to Monaco 
or any other event a few days before. You 
won't ! 
The fact of the matter is that we now hold 
more bookings for our 1974 programme than 
we did at the same time last year. We reached 
this happy situation on Friday of last week. 
Let’s be honest. We are two, yes two, book- 
ings ahead of the same date last year. Not 
entirely significant on a total of several 
thousand, we agree, but it must be 
remembered that only a few weeks ago, the 
whole motor racing season was in doubt. 
Now perhaps you understand why it will be 
no easier at a late date to get that flight, bed 
and grandstand seat of your choice. At the 
time of writing, we can still offer beds in 
Monaco, but this situation will not last long. A 
few tour departures are fully booked, but, in 
most cases, there is an alternative. 
The 1974 season is an intriguing prospect— 
book now and make sure that you see the 
best of it. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure, 
Name 


Address 


KEEP UP WITH THE TIMES, WITH A 
SHELLSPORT LAP CHART FOLDER 


FOLDER INCLUDES CHARTS & PEN £1.50 + 20p p&p 


Please send to 
Name 


Address 


GO-GEAR (London) LTD., 
95 Pimlico Road, London SW1. 


ROPHY 
CES... 


ACE 2.pm. 
#*BOC FORMULA FORD | Aomission 


Adults €1.00 


CHAMPIONSHIP | Chitdren 30p 


#1974 TRIPLEX SALOON 
CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 

*NORTH CENTRAL 
FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP 


SAVE OVER 50% 


GET YOUR BARGAIN SEASON TICKET 
ON RACE DAY AT THE CIRCUIT 
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Pit and Paddock 


Pinch Lyncar F1 completed 


The Pinch Lyncar F1 with John N 
‘and Bruno Drury of Pinch standing behind 
the conventional front suspension 


designer (left, standing), 
the ‘airbox. (above). 


John Nicholson Racing by Pinch 
announced their FI plans last 
Week and Martin Slater's Lyncar 
which they will use, The new 
car took just four months from 
design to completion and ran for 
the first time this week. Spon 
sored by Bruno Drury’s Pinch 
Plant Hire company the race 
debut of the car will be at the 
Race of Champions 

The driver will of course be 
John. Nicholson, the quiet New 
Zealander who iast year won the 
BP Formula Atlantic champion 
ship, but who is equally well 
known and respected as the man 
behind ‘Nicholson-MeLaren Eng. 
ines, DEV. specialists. Nicholson 
is another in the line of New 
Zealanders who. arrived in 
Britain with no money and really 
hit the big time; he arrived 
here with just. €30° in his 
pocket hoping to be a racing 
driver, The money did not mater 
lalise for some time and he joined 
McLaren as a Can-Am engine 
builder and then moved on to FL 
when they withdrew. from the 
American series 


Below shows 
lund the front mounted water radiator, 


olson (in car), Martin Slater 


The opportunity to race came 
with an old March 702 in the 
frst year of Formula Atlantic 
The demands of McLaren restric 
ted his racing programme but he 
managed good win at Brands on 
Boxing Day 1971 (only the second 
win that a 702 had managed). In 
1972 Nicholson ran the works 
Lynear and finished third in the 
Yellow Pages championship. Last 
season he sold the car to Bruno 
Drury of Pinch to run for him, 
bought two BDAs which he 


tweaked himself and worked dur- 
ing the week setting up 
Nicholson-McLaren Engines. The 
racing season was a great suc 
cess with a win in one chi 
plonship and a second in the 
‘other. The engine shop was also 
& success. As well as maintaining 
13 DPVs for McLaren in the new 
modern factory he also. main- 
tained eight for Graham Hill, four 
for Dave Chariton and one each 

ir hillclimbers David Good and 
Sir Nick Williamson, Naturally 
one of his own engines is in the 
Lyncar 


The new car is very simple 
and follows established princi 
pals. 1: will be known as the 


Pinch Lyncar and resembles the 
established Atlantic design but is 
wider to accommodate the larger 
fuel tank. Slater has gone. for 
simplicity and the suspension 
resembles the Atlantic car while 
brakes are outboard at the front 
and rear. All other Fl cars have 
inboard rear brakes at least but 
Nicholson said that Lockheed had 
asked for the Lyncar's to be out 
board as they want to try cer 
tain experiments. It has been felt 
that inboard rear brakes have 
been contributing to much gear~ 
box ruination because of the heat 
Renerated, Nicholson said. there 
had been a problem with getting 


The rear 


conventional and simple with outboard brak 


wheels and these had been sup- 
plied by Konig Heath although 
Melmag would supply the even- 
tual fronts. The water radiator is 
at the front with the oll coolers 
in the now fashionable Lotus 74 
position. The chassis was built by 
Maurice Gomm while Slater did 
70 per cent of the bolting to- 
gether. The car will use Firestone 
tyres. 

‘A spare tub has already been 
built and it is hoped to build 
further examples of the car in- 
cluding an F5000. version. The 
current plans for the team are to 
40 two non-championship British 
races and the car will then be 
for sale and a further example 
built for the British GP. It was 
stressed. that the entire project 
isan experiment with two 
objectives. First to introduce 
Nicholson to driving in FI (he 
has in fact tested Pl cars for 
McLaren as well as F5000s and 
Can Am cars, but he has never 
Faced one), and secondly it ma 
show ways in which he can 
Improve the performance of the 
28 FI engines which he rebuilds 
‘and services for Fl teams 
Should there be insufficient re- 
turn on elther aspect of the 
experiment, the car will be for 
sale or hire. 

At the same time as the Fi 
announcement Nicholson was 
‘also able to announce that he 
had. just. won a contract from 
March Engineering to supply 
BDAs for all thelr export FB/ 
FA cars 


| =n 


Lydden permit refused 


Trouble is striking Lydden circuit 
again, The first two meetings at 
the Kent club circuit have been 
cancelled as the circuit has not 
been granted a licence by the 
RAC. 

Track owner Bill Chesson is 
currently out of the country, but 
there seoms little chance - of 
racing there this season as the 

ties are apparently quite far 
apart on agreement. The RAC are 
now enforcing requirements 
Similar to other British circuits 
Which includes the erection of 
sleepers, spectator fences and 
more flag/fire marshal points. 

‘The situation should be made 
more clear on Mr Chesson's re- 
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turn next week, but with rally: 
cross, motor cycle racing and 
scrambling, and karting carrying 
on as normal at Lydden it would 
seem unlikely a large amount of 
money would be spent on updat. 
ing the circuit just for car racing. 

‘Meanwhile our man at Croft 
reports disturbing aspects over 
the safety installations — there. 
Instead of Armco or sleepers, the 
cireuit have erected heavy 
corrugated sheeting against 
banking held on ordinary fence 
stakes and once earth behind the 
Sheeting has been eroded, then 
it would take little impact for 
the car to smash through the 
Sheeting and come up against the 
fence stakes. 


SPARKS race 
at Brands 


‘Once again there will be a charity 
race at the Race of Champions 
for SPARKS. The race, which 
proved so successful at last year's 
meeting, will be contested by 
Teading sportsmen from many 
different spheres 

The cars will be the latest 
bunch of ShellSport Mexicos and 
among the drivers will be eques- 
trians Richard Meade, David 
Broome, Ann Moore and jockey 
Meriel | Tufnell. Rugby stars 
Budge Rodgers and Barry John, 
power boat man Tom Percival 
and boxer Henry Cooper are also 
expected. 


New circuit 
in Somerset? 


A consortium of businessmen in 
the West Country have formed @ 
company called South Western 
Motor Circuits Ltd and are hoping 
to build a completely new and 
fully up to date international 
motor sports centre in the West 
Country. No specific venue has 
been chosen but they are 
currently looking at sites in North 
‘Somerset 

Few other details are available 
at the moment but the application 
is being discussed by Woodspring 
District Council's planning com- 
mittee and conservation commit 
tee this week. 


Fallend Works, Daux Road, Billingshurst. 


Sussex. Tel. Billingshurst (040 381) 2767 


Supernova 


We have ways of making you win! 


Supernova Formula Super Vees won the 1973 United States 
Gold Cup and the 1973 Volkswagen (GB) Ltd Silver Cup 
Championships 


For the secrets of the 1974 winning car 
contact us 750 plus VAT 


N 


Super Vee 


Nr. GOODWOOD. A WELL-KNOWN MOTOR ENGINEERING Co. & WORKSHOP for SALE 


Centre of 35,000 population, Sussex Town, Central South Coast 


Large and well equipped brick built mews ty 
atfice. Main workshop area 1000 sq ft, plus eng) 
workshop of 250 sq ft. All with natural north 


as the Obvious when permitted. Small self-contained two 
J office overlooking both the 


Smart, clean and car 
land the courtyard, Usual services 


e above there 
porarily sub-let 


known motor 
ally workshop. 


bined with conventional servicing and 
the public 
Current gross turnover on the con 


Crypton 


e and Full industrial licence. lease 
restriction: respraying. 

ly genuine reason for bargain sale 
Lease. goodwill, fixtures and httings 
Every day useful stock 
Racing gear optional 
Total rent (all 4. workshops, 
Total rates (ail 4 workshops. 


5 years (with option) 


£1000 
£500 

office and store), per 
£520 


£280 
£420 


Fe office and store), per 


hop and office for less than £10 per week 


ational work from_one 


mechanic and one boy in excess of £7500, approximately £5000 


labour 


The first of the big ones with the 
opening rounds of the John Player 
Atlantic International Championshig 
the new Castrol Anniversary Touring Car 
Championship with additional events 
for Formula Ford and Clubmans. 
Heading a fabulous full-grid Atlantic 
line-up are John Nicholson (last 

year’s Champion), David Purley. 

Bev Bond. Vern Schuppan. Richard 
Mallock, Peter Wardle, Geoff Friswell 
and Swedish/American star Bertil Roos, 


J of good entries for what 
he finest year yet for these 
exciting single-seaters 

A simply tremendous entry for the new 
astrol Anniversary Touring Car Champion 
ip has been amassed with no less than 10 
Camaro’s(including Gerry Marshall and 
Vince Woodman), 7 Ford Capri’s, Tony 
Lanfranchi’s B.M.W., Gordon Spice with 
a Plymouth Hemicuda, 5 Triumph Dolom\ 
Sprints and the very fast works Alfas. This 
one will have to be seen to be believed! 


plus a full 
promises to be 


iP ]OHN PLAYER 
INTERNATIONAL 
CAR RACES 


MALLORY PARK 10th Mar. 2.15pm 


Practice from 9.30 a.m. Organised by the BARC 


Adults £1.00; Children 50p; Paddock 50p extra. Parking Free. 
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Thruxton | Drivers’ snow weekend at Villars 


F2 off 


Some very sad news came from 
the BARC this week in that they 
have had to cancel thelr tradi 
Tiomal Easter Monday #2. champ- 
fonship race at Thruxton, This 
was to have been Britain’ only 
Formula race this year ‘which 
makes “the ‘decision even “more 
Fegrettable 

‘ine reason. for the cancel- 
lation is'that the club: have been 
Unable to. finda sponsor for the 
Spened in 1908 the, BARC have 
promoted the best F2 race of the 
Sear at the circuit andthe club 
fas stood alone in supporting the 
formula’ "in this “country fer. a 
number of years, Pole. will also 
Bera blow to the many. British 
teams which are’ competing. in 
the formula, his_year as. there 
wiht be no. chance of racing for 
Sponsors"on home. ground 


Belgian GP 
in doubt 


The future of the Belgian Grand 
Prix and the Nivelles circuit 
looked rather bleak at the begin- 
ing of the week. There is un 
fortunately a strong chance of 
the Grand Prix being cancelled 
Because of a lack of financial 
support. The organisers of the 
race made this known last week 
and a. final decision should be 
made at the end of the week 
They said that there was only a 
80 per cent chance of the race 
being held because the promotors 
were cutting back due to the 
economic crisis and higher fuel 
costs. ‘There would however be 
Sufficient petrol for the event if 
the backing could be found 

Te appears, however, that it is 
not only the GP which is at risk 
but the whole future of the 
circuit, It is rumoured that the 
economic problems in Beleium 
have made it Snancially difficult 
for the circuit to continue in 
operation 

Nivelles is one of the modern 
breed of circuits only opened 
two years ago with modern pits 
and extensive safety precautions 
It held the GP in 1972 whil 
last year it’ was” switched to 
Zolder because of the peculiar 
political situation in the country 


Opel team 


As we hinted last week Opel 
dealers in the UK have formed 
Dealer Opel Team to enter Opel 
cars in various forms of motor 
sport. The team will be under the 
control of rally driver Tony Fall 
‘and will operate from Tony Fall 
‘Automotive, Tony Park, Baildon 
Shipley, Yorks. 

It has been planned to run an 
Opel Commodore GS/E Coupe, 
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Despite an almost undrivable 
track surface, heavy snow, some 
fog. an uncontrollable crowd and 
heavy drinking by the organisers 
and competitors alike, the race 
Went on, Denny Hulme wore no 
Nomex mask, Tim Schenken ad. 
mitted sabotage to bis opposi- 
tion's vehicle and half the com- 
petitors rolled, fortunately with. 
out serious injury. The worst 
Stretcher case of the weekend 
was caused by a severe hang- 
over which was soon cured by @ 
good stiff drink. One elderly lady 


did faint when Henri Pescarolo 
shoved a long stick right where 
a live fish would not like it, “ But 


Denny Hulme in drag about to 
take the plunge! 


it ees zee only way too make 
sure she is really fresh for cook- 
ing” was his excuse when 
arrested by the local RSPCA 
officer 

The scene for all these strange 
goings on (and many more be. 
Sides) was the beautiful moun- 
fain resort. of Switzerland's 
Villars, where the tourist board, 
Marlboro, Martini and Goodyear 
sponsored the fifth annual ” Fes. 
tival des Pilotes": snow sports 
in the day and Indoor sports at 
night. The day sports were cur- 
tailed by a fresh 2 snowfall the 
night before the first race which 
put an end to. the ski-bob 
(scooters on skis) race on Satur- 
day and the Beach Bugay race on 
Sunday, but this problem was 
soon overcome by a transfer to 
Ski-dos (Yamaha-powered sleds), 
Competitors were started in 
paired three-lap run-offs with 
the fastest two-lap time of the 
day going into the final. 


One of the most exciting bouts 
was between Denny Hulme and 
Derek Bell, each of them swap. 
ping places several times per lap 
Bround the Kyalami-shaped track 
as Bell got thrown off his ski-do 
and Denny Hulme lost sight of 
the track as his goggles fell over 
his eyes causing him to career 
ff into the deep snow. 


By the time the 20 or so 
drivers had finished their res. 
pective matches it. was Jochen 
Mass and Swiss bike racer ace 
Rene “Guill who had set the 


The final saw Guili stop after 
just one lap when his ski-do 
would not pull more than 1000 
rpm. Chief steward Bernard 
Cahier decided the only fair way 
to decide a winner would be by 
a solo timed run on the same 
machine and it was Guill who 
finally took the title. Commen. 
tator Andrea de Adamich claimed 
it was because Mass had taken 
his pills too early and that's 
why ‘he had slowed on the re- 
run. This has yet to be officially 
‘onfirmed. 


Friday night had been the 
scene of some hilarious water 
races in the local swimming pool, 

floating armchair relay ‘race 
and a length dressed in ” drag” 
being the main attractions. A bad 
case of water on the brain was 
another possible explanation of 
Mass’ failure to win the final, 


Incredible cheating made it im: 
possible to gauge the winner of 
Saturday morning's survival test 
which was a two-man team 
effort combining a lap on cross- 
country skis, pulling a fish out of 
a large barrel bare-handed and 
then lighting a fire and cooking 
it, Hans Stuck suffered singed 
eyebrows while trying to kindle 
@ flame under his pile of fre: 
wood to which the now Nomexed 
Hulme gave a wry smile 


Saturday might saw a masked 
ball and the real personalities 
and private hang-ups of the 
drivers shown off im public. It did 
not take much guessing to dis 
cover who it was under a great 
brown bear suit with a ‘New 
Zealand accent while Graham 
Hill looked right at home in a 
Red Devil's suit, as did Mike 
Hailwood with his trouser legs 
cut off and held up with string 
beneath a shabby raincoat.“ The 
only trouble is they don't even 
know what a ‘flasher’ Is over 


here.” Derek Bell was a hippy, 
Tim ‘Schenken a choir boy, Jack 
Oliver a Scotsman with a 
banana in his sporran, Mass a 
sensuous looking girl that was 
Seen dancing eight times. with 
Hans Stuck (a Bavarian twit). 

De Adamich looked very sen- 
suous as Red Riding Hood and 
Gijs van Lennep just the part of 
the boy who stuck his finger 
in the dyke. Pescarolo and Lar- 
rousse both had dirty habits 
Gressed as monks while Helmut 
and Irmi Marko both .overslept 
after thelr apres-ski drink and 
missed the party altogether. 

‘Of the many’ incredible look- 
Ing wives it was Donatella De 
Adamich who got the most atten- 


Ri it 


Graham Hill doing it alt wrong, 


tion dressed as a nun wearing 
black mesh tights and garter. 

For those that were still able 
to walk to the station and take 
the train up to the ski slopes 
again on Sunday there was the 
final attraction of a relay ski-do 
event, a pit stop and. driver 
change after two laps of the four- 
Tap race. Mass again proved 
very fast against Regazzoni but 
it Was’ Schenken who. took over 
and came in ahead of Stuck after 
turning off Mass engine at the 
pit stop. “Well, that’s what the 
FIA rules say,"'was the Austra. 
Uan’s excuse. ‘It was the French 
pairing of Migault and Dolhelm 
who finally went on to win the 
knock-out rounds and. three-car 
final, with Offenstadt/Guill and 
Fittipaldi/Hulme coming home 
second and third. 

‘AC the prize-giving there was 
a special award for Mass who had 
done so well but failed to score 
‘a win in all of the events 


2 2.B-litre fuel-injected model, 
In the Castrol RAC British saloon 
car championship. The car will 
make its debut at Mallory Park 
this weekend but as we went 
to press no driver had been 
chosen. 

Also, if the team can find the 
time, they hope to run a special 
Opel Kadett in rallycross. A 
special competition spares sup- 
ply will be available during the 
ext few months to prospective 
Competitors in Opels and. these 
will) be available from Opel 
dealers. 


No new JPS at 


Lotus have decided not to send 
the new JPS to the Race of 
Champions. Team manager Peter 
Warr has decided to send just 
one Lotus 72 instead for Ronnie 
Peterson 

The reason that they are not 
sending the new car is that with 
the three-day week they have 
been unable to build up enough 
spares for the cars and with the 
South African GP just a week 
afterwards he did not feel that 


Brands Hatch 


it would be worth risking the 

‘The original rumour that 
Lotus were not sending any cars 
was thought to be about the 
amount of money that they were 
being offered but apparently this 
has been settled. 

The second of the new cars 
has been completed and the team 
are currently in Spain at Jarama 
for testing prior to them being 
flown out to South Africa 


Pit and Paddock 


Briefly... 


© Ace sports car driver Gerard 
Larrousse is almost certain to be 
in Fl this year. A Swiss team 
named Switzerland-Archambeaud 
is planning to run a car in most 
of the European events for him. 
‘Apparently the team are currently 
shopping around for a chassis but 
some reports suggest that they 
may well have got hold of one 


of the Brabham BT42s which 
were sold to Italy earlier this 
Larrousse will still be com: 


peting In the sports car cham- 
plonship. with Matra and the 
Blitre series with an Alpine 
Renault, 

@ Claude Le Guezec, secretary of 


the CSI told. us’ this week 
that he had been céficially 
Informed that the Daytona 


24-hour had been cancelled. The 
original date for the world sports 
‘ar championship race was in 
Feoruary but because of fuel 
problems the organisers asked 
for it to be postponed until July 
However they have been unable 
to find a date on which to run 
the race 
@ As a result of Ford's reduced 
budget for motor sport John 
Fitepatrick has been told he may 
nly have two or three races for 
Ford of Germany this year in 
the ETCC. Fitz is one of two 
drivers who have been axed from 
1 regular contract with Cologne, 
the other was Rolf Stommelen, 
and ‘both are now trying to 
negotiate regular drives, 
@ Not content with running his 
‘own Lola 212 with turbocharged 
BMW engine in sports car racing, 
John Markey is setting up two 
Gropas to be powered by Mazda 
rotary engines for his wife Wendy 
‘and Mazda's publicity man Dave 
Palmer. Markey has bought the 
econd Gropa from Fred Boothby. 
Strong rumours suggest that 
Emerson Fittipaldi will be seen in 
F2 on occasions this year with 
Marlboro backing. It would seem 
that he has got some connection 
with the Marlboro backed F2 
Surtees team of Ecuadorians. 
© John Crowe will be driving a 
new works Merlyn Mk 25 with 
the support of Servis washing 
machines in the BOC and STP 
Formula Ford Championships this 
season, using Scholar engines. 
Crowe's Mk 20A will be kept 
as a spare for the early rounds. 


CATCHPOLE 


© James Hunt continues to break 
Tap. records wherever he goes 
with the Hesketh Fl. Last week 
at Goodwood James went round 
in 1'm 7.2 s which is the fastest 
unofficial Fl time round the track 
and possibly the quickest ever 
lap round the track which was 
closed for racing in 1966. 

@ The BARC announced this week 
that they will be running a four 
race caravan towing champion. 
ship. The regulations have been 
drawn up with the Caravan Club 
ef Great Britain and will be the 
first. such championship to be 
held in this country. The opening 
round will be st Thruxton on 
Easter Monday ‘and the classes 
will be on an equivalency formula 
ef caravan length and capacity 
ef the towing cars. Full details 
from the BARC at Weyhill 2607, 
© Among a hoard of new cars 
testing at Silverstone on Tues: 
day of this week was the new 
CanAm Shadow which Jackie 
Oliver was driving. Also. there 
were the Lyncar and Ensign FI 
cars and Guy Edwards in the 
Embassy Lola F5000. car. 

@ Although there was some 
doubt being cast over the future 


of the opening round of the 
European F2 championship a 
Barcelona on March 24" the 


organisers confirmed last week. 
end that it would be held on the 
old Montjuich circuit as planned. 
@ Henri Pescarolo will be driving 
one of the BRM PI60s at the 
Brands Race of Champions, én- 
stead of the P20% 

© Motor Circuit Developments 
have applied to the PIA for two 
new championships on the Inter- 
national 1975 calendar—for a 
round of the European 2. litre 
sports car championship at the 
early March International at Mal 
Jory Park and for a round of the 
European Touring Car champton- 
ship at Oulton Park on Whit 
Monday. 

© Tay Garage, the American cai 
specialists in’ London, will be 
Sponsoring Phil Dowsett, a former 
member of the Mariboro FI 
Promotion, team, in FF this year 
in a Titan Mk 6. 

© South African FF champion 
Kenny Gray, the winner of the 
1974 driver’ to Europe scheme, 
arrived in England last week. He 
Is currently shopping around for 
an FF chassis into which he will 
fit a Scholar engine. 


Oulton Park 


The first race for the new 2 
Nitre Formula 3 takes place at 
Oulton Park's opening meeting of 
the season this Saturday, The 
event is @ qualifying round in 
the Lombard North Central For- 
‘mula 3 Championship and entries 
Include Robert Arnott's works 
Modus, Jose Chateaubriand, and 
Jose Santo in Marches, Barrie 
Maskell’s new Dastle and GRDs 
for Alex Ribeiro. and. Marcos 
Moraes in works cars and private 
ones for Pedro Passadcre and 
Tony Rouft 

The overflow of BOC Formula 
Ford. contenders—al! the usual 

ip names are entered for this, 
the opening round in this very 
popular serses—will All spare grid 
places in the F3 race. 

The rest of the five race pro: 
gramme features saloons. with 
Founds inthe  Smoniz special 
saloon and Triplex production 
saloon championships. The former 
is headed by a trio of fast 
Escorts for Nick Whiting, Chris 
Meek and Tony Sugden with the 
1 litre class promising close com: 
petition between Jeff Ward and 
Alex Clacher in Imps and Peter 
Baldwin's Mini. The Camaros of 
Nigel Stovin-Bradford and Bob 
Ridgard are expected to continue 
thelr Brands dice in the produc: 
tion saloon event which again in- 
cludes avery. varied entry of 
Avengers, Capris, Alfas, Simeas 


The John Pope Specal—that's the phenomenal machi 
Originally a Vauxhall Magnw 


the originator seen with it 


and_ Moskviches. 
‘The first event starts at 2 pm 
after_morning. practice. 


Croft 


‘This Sunday sees the opening of 
the Croft racing season with @ 
six race programme for Formula 
Fords, special saloons, Formule 
Libre, modsports, sports racing 
and GT cars and Clubmens Super 
Sport. Entries seem a bit sparse 

some classes, but good racing 
should come from the Tate Trophy 
FF race with entries including 
Graham  Elkington, Pete Clark, 
Alo Lawler, and Mike Wrigley. 
Next biggest entry is that for the 
libre event including Tony Dean, 
Nick Wattiez and Brian Robinson 
In F5000s, and lain McLaren in a 
2.0 Ronde! Motul 

Racing, organised by the 


BRSCC (Northern) Ltd, starts at 
2.30. 


© ‘The Silverstone motor racing 
Season gets under way on Satur- 
day with a seven race programme 
organised by the Midland Auto- 
mobile Club. Over 175. entries 
have been received for the high 
speed trial, two Formula, Ford 

ees, special saloon, — sports 

cing and GT, Mini Seven and 
Formule Libre’ events. The pr 
gramme starts at 1.00 pm with 
the high speed trial 


name with 
it's now 


powered by a 5.3 alloy Aston Martin unit and will be contesting 


Special saloon races this year. 
speed ZF box. 


Power is transmitted through a five 


By Barry Foley 


TELL ME CATCHPOLE 


WHAT I'S ANTI-SQUAT ? 


ANTI- SQUAT, MY DEAR MAD DOG, 
ISA CONDITION INDUCED BY. 


THE TOILET SEATS 
AT MALLORY PARK 
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” RACE OF CHAMPIONS: 


Join the top Formula! stars in Europe’s Champion, Brian Redman, Teddy Pilette, Cass 
preview of the 1974 World Championship. McRae, and Shellsport Luxembourgs Leila 
It's the 40-lap Simoniz- Daily Mail Race of Lombardi, fastest woman driver in the world. The 

ampions at Brands on March 17th. See the big Fastest will compete in the Simoniz- Daily Mail 
names in action ; Emerson Fittipaldi, Denn Race of Champions on Sunday.Can Peter Gethin {7 
Hulme, Ronnie Peterson, Graham Hill, Jacky do it again 7 
Ickx, Peter Revson, Clay Reggazzoni, James Three more great races at Brands on the 
Hunt, Carlos Reuteman. Mike Hailwood, Chris 17th will be the Castrol Anniversary Touring 
Amon, Nicki Lauda and Carlos Pace John Player Atlantic International and the 
Five New Cars; The new John Player Special, _ British Oxygen Golden Helmet Formula Ford 
John Nicholson's Lyncar, the Amon, the new Championship events 
Hesketh and Graham Hill's Embassy Lc Not forgetting th Sports 
all be on the grid in a total field of 18 Fc Champions ShellSPORT Celebrity race , in aidyd 

so including two Ferraris, thn 2 S the Sportsmans Charity 

two Brabhams., y Cooper, Mick McManus, Ann Moi 
Surtees, BRM and Ensigr Brian Close, David Hemery, Barry John, Ala 

First round of Rothmans Formula 5000 —_Lerwill, Tom Percival, Meriel Tufnell, Jimmy; 
vill be on Saturday, March 16th. Among the Greaves, Sheila Van Damm and Robin 
drivers are stars like Peter Gethin, new Tasm: Knox-Johnson. 


Brands Hatch 
16/17th March 


fiday : Practice from 9.00 a.m 
Besturday Start 1.45 p.m. Practice from 9.00 a.m. 


etsnday Start 12.00 p.m. Practice from 9.00 a.m. 


> el 
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BERTIL ROOS: Sweden's hope. 


JOHN NICHOLSON = BP champ. 


MALLORY: THIS SUNDAY 


Atlantic’s big chance 
—superb G1 entry 


Previewed by ROBERT FEARNALL 


On Sunday, the British International racing season gets 
underway with the first rounds of the John Player Inter- 
national Atlantic and Castrol RAC Group 1 Saloon Car 


Championships 


at Mallory Park, 


Leicesters! The 


BARC have amassed superb entries for the opening rounds 
of both these major championships, supported by events 
for Formula Ford and clubmen’s sports cars. 


Williams’ Brabham and Nicholson's Lyncar dicing last season 


John Player's sponsorship of the 
major Formula’ Atlantic Cham- 
plonship has swelled the entry 
lists considerably in this, the 
fourth year of the formula. Pre. 
vious’ Atlantic champions have 
been Vern Schuppan (who is en- 
tered for this Sunday's race) 
‘American Bill Gublemann (now in 
Formula 2) and last year's two 
champions John Nicholson and 
Colin’ Vandervell, the former be- 
ing one of the favourites for 
fs year’s championship. 
“1 see Formula Atantic as an 
expanding formula,” forecasted 
John Webb, managing director of 
Motor Circuit Developments. 
Commenting on the inauguration 
of the formula, Mr Webb ex. 
plained that “everyone has to 
pay for motor racing but you can 
pay to varying degrees. In 1967 
MCD embarked upon a policy to 


10 


start formulae which were 
Cheaper than the equivalent 
racitig-engined FIA formulae by 
using production-based engines 
—we introduced FF as a cheaper 
Version of F3, F5000 as a cheaper 
version of Fi and Atlantic as a 
cheaper version of F2 and in do- 
ing so we brought single-seater 
racing back to club and national 
meetings with exciting and full 
Programmes. The alternative 
would have been for not so many 
races of such a high calibre. 

™ We are very pleased with the 
way Atlantic has progressed, 
Webb continued. " An Atlantic en- 
gine today is approximately one- 
third the price of a F2 engine 
and a complete Atlantic car with 
engine is between £5,500 and 
£6,000 with good engine life, com- 
pared with a price of between 
£9,000 and £10,000 for a F2 car 


BOBBY BROWN: ex-F5000. 


with an expensive engine life. 
“For competitors who can't 
afford F2, Atlantic is an ideal 
cheaper formula with not a great 
deal of difference in lap times — 
‘about 2s per lap at Mallory and 
Brands Club circuit —and it 
gives them experience they 
wouldn't normally have.” 


As far as this year’s John 
Player Championship is con 
cerned there have been problems 
‘obtaining rounds abroad owing to 
organisers’ reluctance to. stage 
new races in the light of fuel cut 
backs and because the FIA have 
not included Atlantic a8 a recog: 
nised international formuli 
although "we're confident this 
will come, as it will with F5000 
and FF," Webb explained. 

‘When this recognition doe: 
come, there will be more races 
and ‘more money for Atlantic 
competitors, and as the formul 
becomes more professional, it will 
naturally get more expensive but 
only in relation to F2.” 


Looking towards the future, 
Mr Webb sees ” Atlantic expand: 
ing and F2 and F3 declining for- 
mulae. We at MCD are very 
pleased with the way our three 
formulae have developed so far 
asthe British national racing 
calendar is concerned, as the 
number of F1 races have dropped 
dramatically, there's now no. F2 

see what's happen- 
in fact, the precedent 
set by MCD of major production 
‘engined single-seater formulae in 
Europe may well be followed by 
the FIA in the forming of thelr 


TED WENTZ: Wella winner. 


new Appendix J regulations for 
Fl, F2 and F3 in 1976, 

Perhaps with the. start of a 
new major Atlantic Champlon- 
ship, it's worth briefly recapping 
the regulations, Formula 2 regula: 
tions apply regarding the con- 
struction of the car, but the en- 
fine capacity must be over 1100 
€c and under 1600 ce. Fuel injec- 
tion is permitted other than on 
the Ford BDA engine and super 
chargers are not allowed. 

‘All entries for this Sunda: 
opening Player round use thé 
Ford BDA engine with the pre- 
aration work und by a 
number of different firms — Brian 
Hart, Nicholson-MeLaren Engin 
Lievesley, Swindon Racing En- 
kines, Graham Eden, and Geoff 
Richardson — while "March En 
Bineering supply no less than half 
Of the cars entered for Mallory, 
mostly "73 or "74 models. 

‘So the interest at Mallory this 
Sunday Hes in the start of what 
promises to be a great 
for the British ver 
it will be particularly interes 
to see how the 1600cc BDA en- 
gines last to the strain of 40 
Taps around Mallory Park, The 
28-car entry list boasts some 
really top names including a num- 
ber of Americans, It is hoped that 
Swedish Formula 2 ace Bertil 
Roos will be making his British 
Atlantic debut In a new Chevron- 
Hart B27 run by Fred Opert, but 
this car has in fact been sold by 
Opert to American Wink Ban- 
croft who may choose to drive 
the car at Mallory, although both 
drivers will be appearing at the 


The ShellSport/Bill Shaw Dolomite Sprint at Silverstone last week in 
the hands of Richard Knight. At the time of going to press, it had 
not been decided who was to drive this car, although the names of 
Knight, Alan Jones, Allan Wilkinson and Brian Muir had been linked 


with thie ear. 
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ROB MASON : underrated. ANDY ROUSE: BL. leader TONY LANFRANCHI: BMW man.  BARRIE WILLIAMS : many wins. 


Brands Atlantic round on March the sponsored RAC list, the Castrol Group I races White (Palliser), Rupert Keegan 
18 In new Chevrons. The other national saloon car championship _are’ divided into two parts. The (Hawke), Jorge Koechlin (Elden), 
leading American drivers taking with 38 cars entered for the two first should see quite a tussle Robert Joubert (Lola), Simon 
part are. Bobby Brown, Ted 30 lap races at Mallory, although between the Dolomite Sprints— Kirkby (Alexis) and ‘Thornton 
Jas Patterson, James around 60 Castrol Group 1 con- of ‘which there are five—and Mustard (Van Diemen). Complet 
Matt Spitzley and Chip tenders are expected by the Barrie Williams’ Mazda with the ing the five race programme Is a 
Mead—Brown’ previously "of third round of the series at Sil- 1600 cc contenders also promis- _non-championship—_clubmen 
F5000 fame while King and Mead —_yerstone on April 7. On behalf ing close competition, while there Sports. car event in which the 
form the new Doug Shierson of the sponsors Castrol—cele- are $0 many large American cars _U2s of Frank Sytner and Steve 
Chevron B27 team and have FB rating their 75th anniversary— in the over 2}-litre race that Russell take on Barry Foley's St 
experience, Mead with a Chevron Roger Willis told us that the com- there's a possibility they may all Bruno, Sid Marler's Gryphon, 
B25 last year and King with @ — petitor support “far exceeded get. jammed solid rounding the Mike Sales’ Haggispeed and Rob 
March. Even thelr expectations, although — Mallory hairpin! But watch out Cochran's Baldon in the larger 
‘The other leading names to Wwe certainly believed it was go- for Lanfranchi's BMW challeng- class and last _year's ShellSport 
watch out for are John Nichol- ing to be @ popular champlon- ing the American machinery In clubman's champion Richard Mal- 
son (about to make his Fi debut), ship. It is good to see so many this race too, lock enters the “B” class with 
Ray Mallock, Cyd Williams, Tom  Qifferent cars.” Roger added "as 3 anew U2 Mk 14, 
Walkinshaw, Bev Bond, Richard t's getting away irom. the one In addition to these | three 
Brot, Peter Wardle, Geo Fries yr Seung away from, the ove International championship Mallory Park is situated off 
Mell'and Jim Crawford. For the aT domination we used to have races, there are two 20 lap the A47 and A447 between Hin- 
Tull details, refer to the accom: — Chanionship "We now hope  *uPPOrting races run. under a  ckley and Lelcester, only 9 
panying entry lst Championship. We now hope national permit. The first of miles away from the MI 
The ewhch from Group 2t0 | fy. these caters for Formula Fords Admission Is €1 and S0p_for 
Group 1" has brought about a with ‘a full entry” Including children, with a further 50p each 
fantastic collection of cars. for ‘As can be seen from the entry Richard’ Morgan” (Ray), Peter for paddock and stands. 


JOHN PLAYER INTERNATIONAL CAR RACES Castrol Anniversary Touring Car Championship 
MALLORY PARK, LEICESTERSHIRE—SUNDAY, MARCH 10 pears Hear oho 
PRACTICE/RACE TIMETABLE hems 480 ton aee tome 
PRACTICE ‘ia — 
Class A: Over 4000 ce 
Res vars Simone Racing 
Formule Ford, race (non-championship) 
wy Yourny Car race, up to 2800 ce 
Soknplayer Formule Atlantic race 
trol Anniversary, Touring Cor race, over 2800 ce 


Shevroiet 
Bymoum 


Tony’ Stubbs 


Iwan Duton 
Stuarts MoCrudden 
‘Ger aeaeceed Eng'ngrna tid 

prcar-Nichoison BDA SRT Tranepon (a sem 
Marck 7a b5x Hermatite. Pr Reiman, Blackburn 


Ha McGin Automotive, id id ose 
Marchnart 738 BOA eae Ae 


March:Hart 738 BDA 
Peter Wardle TS15A 


Jas Paterson go8 
Ray, Maliock, ge Sundon 

Cy Witkoms Brathan dan BT«0 BOA 
Robert Cooper are pee yh 
Bev Bond March-Hotbay 748 BDA be dt 
Tom Walkinshaw March "7a Round 1, 30 taps, 40.5 mites 
Varn Schuppen 


John Gilimelster ——-Mareh-Richardson 738 
Boa inant Motorist 
Chris Ones arch 738 BOA acing wer Copia! - 
pe pba a Penthouse Internations! Wendy "Wiarkay e 
Bobby Brows March 748 BDA Gordon ‘Oawhine Gordon Baw Ford Escore Mexico, 
Sheilsport7ail Shaw ‘orine 
Sprint 


Ted Wents March-Swindon 78 
ray 
fepid Movements Lid Matt, Spitziey areh-Hart 748, 804 
oP at Yel nites Moyate Wd Reig gO ci 
cwdel Racing Xony"Waiker ekign-tecksivon BOA Shonsper Arden 
Geen Rosina (USA) Bent Roos Sheen nee Ba? BOA Foam Sestel Thumph Bolom Sprint 
Boag, ghierson Racing Clase BY Up to 1600 ce 
tis8} Chip Mead Chevron-Nicholson 827 Sears baer Votkewegen 
‘soR Eheyaler Genter Team Helen Ranger 
Doug Shierson Racing nrvaisr Bester 7 i Ser St 
James Kin havron-Nicholuon 827 3 re 
ths = 3 x G4 Rita" Romeo 18 Junior GT 


MRENant 78 808 
Foy Ba Roy Beker ort acl 


Woody Harris Woody Hares Senie-Emery Me 13 BOA 
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Popular winner of the Adelaide final Tasman round wa 


Warwick Brown, despite considerable 


ain in his legs, damaged last year in an accident at Surfers Paradise 


ADELAIDE 


Brown triumphs from 
new champion Gethin 


By BRUCE CATFORD 


Peter Gethin, by finishing second in the final round of the Peter Stuyvesant $100,000 Tasman 


at Adelai 


championsh 


in the Chevron Racing Team VDS Chevron B24, amai 


41 points, giving him a clear victory in the 1974 series, 


The only driver in 
‘Stewart who needed to win the fin: 


from the start 
never further a 
transmis 


tha 
ion on lap 39. al 


Position to challenge Gethin for the Tasman crown was Austr 
‘ound while his opponent would have had to finish lower 
than sixth place. Although Stewart led the 70-lap race for 22 laps after John W: 
sped out on the circuit with a broken oll pump drive on 
th place and when the 
interest then centred on the leader which was then the Belgian 


Iker, who led 
1p 17, Gethin was 
It Lola driver retired with 'a locked up 


driver Teddy Pilette in the other Chevron. A cloud of smoke and a resultant spin on oil from 


48 announced Pilette’s retirement and, much to the delight of the 12,000 


spectators the popular Sydney driver, Warwick Brown, was leading the final round of the 


series in the Pat Burke Racing Lola T332, 


tle over a year since he severely damaged both 
hhis legs in a high-speed accident ut the Surfers Para: 


ve circuit. Brown went on to win by 


3.48 from Gethin with New Zealand driver Graeme Lawrence placing his Lola third ahead 


of Australian 


ENTRY 


Seventeen entries were received for the eighth 
and final round of the 1974 Tasman series. The 
Max Stewart Motors March 722 driven in two 
previous Australian rounds by John Leffler 
was a non-entry but Western Australian 
Don O'Sullivan had entered the all new Me- 
Laren Ml8-based Gardos OR2 for Howie 
Sangster to drive. O'Sullivan's mechanic Jamie 
Guard built the monocoque chassis and used 
the MeLaren suspension bits. The Gardos is 


12 


1k Matich in his own Matich AS2 Repco. 


powered by a Repco Holden engine, 
Points leader Peter Gethin and team-mate 
Teddy Pilette arrived early in Adelaide with 
their Chevron Racing Team VDS cars as did 
the only driver able to beat Gethin for the 
title, Max Stewart and his Lola 1330. Wa 
wick Brown was also eager to come to grips 
with the 1.5-mile raceway, not having driven 
the Lola 7332 on the circuit. New Zealanders 
Graham McRae (McRae GM2) and Graeme 
Lawrence (Lola 1332) were also in Adelaide 
mid-week enjoying the beautiful summer 


weather 

Resident Adelaide drivers John Walker 
(Lola T330) and Garrie Cooper, Elfin designer 
and driver, were busy checking out their cars 
during the week. Walker had received some 
helpful chassis tuning advice from Lola test 
driver Frank Gardner after the Sandown Park 
race and was busy with his mechanic Doug 
Trengove putting it into effect. Cooper, on the 
other hand was in the throes of an’ engine 
rebuild. The other Ansett Team Elfin driver, 
John McCormack, spends much of his time in 
‘Adelaide anyway, and he, too, was assisting 
in the preparation of the Leyland engined 
Elfin MR6-L which he intended driving in the 
final round and his Repco Valiant Charger 
sports sedan 

‘A driver who has had no success on the 
Adelaide International Raceway is Frank 
Matich. Matich entered his Matich A52 and 

jough he practised during the week using 
a two-plane crank in the Repco Holden engine, 
hhe fitted a single plane crankshaft engine for 
Practice and the race. 

‘Other New Zealand drivers to appear later 
in the week were Garry Pederson with his 
modified McLaren MISC, David Oxton and 
the black Begg FMS and Baron Robertson 
trallering his tired-looking Elfin MRS. 

The John F. Wortmeyer entry, ‘the ¢ 

Mildren SCS Chev with Errol Richardson 
named as driver and local engineer Don 
Fraser, who had been frantically attempting to 
complete his Cicada 5000 did not appear, 
Ing a field of 14 cars to face the starter. The 
other missing entry was McCormack’s Elfin 
MRS which John used as a camera car pre 
ferring to give the MRG-L its first race. 


PRACTICE 


Stewart showed that he was taking the final 
round seriously when it was reported that on 
the ‘Thursday afternoon he had turned in an 
unofficial time of 50.25 only 0.2% outside 
Matich’s record for the circuit. 

Most of the Tasman drivers appeared at the 
track on the Friday to put in some unofficial 
practice laps. Some, like Gethin, Pilette, Law- 
Fence and’ Oxton, were new to the circuit 
and wanted to check gear ratios and find 
their way around. Despite this, both Gethin and 
Lawrence lapped in 51.08 while Brown, who 
had driven the old McLaren on the circuit 
previously, recorded a 50.6 s and Matich, also 
familiar with the layout, a 50.75 using the 
two plane crank engine. 
fangster demonstrated that the new Gardos 
ORT was made of stern stuff when he turned 
in a 512s lap and McCormack looked pleased 
with bis 51.54 In the largely unsorted and 
Under-powered Elfin MR-L. The engine is the 
original prototype developing not much more 
than 400 bhp but with 1301b less weight be. 
hind the driver handling, roadholding~ and 
braking are superior to the heavier Chevy 
and Holden-engined cars. 

saturday, official practice day, was warm 
and sunny as it had been for most of the 
week. 

Peter Gethin had a dose of influenza which 
kept him down somewhat on the day and 
Matich now had the flat plane crank engine 
in his car. 

In the first session Max Stewart again set 
the pace reeling off a record-breaking 49.7 5 
on his second to last lap. Closest to the New 
South Wales driver were John Walker, en 
joying the benefits of Gardner's experience, 
Warwick Brown and Teddy Pilette all on 
50.5. In the 515 were Graham McRae, who 
had an oil seal let go, spraying oil on the 
rear brakes, the ailing Gethin who did only 
six laps, his final being 51.58 and Graeme 
Lawrence (51.3 5). 

John McCormack gave the old MRS an air- 
ing complete with camera and recorded a best 
of 522% while David Oxton turned in an 
early 52.15 lap. Gary Pederson and Baron 
Robertson were slow on 54.98 and 57.5 res 
pectively. 

‘As at Sandown Park Pilette reported brake 
fade. His Chevron was fitted with thinner 
discs than Gethin’s and the pad material dif- 
fered also. Brown's mechanic, Peter Molloy, 
was determined that their similar trouble in 
the previous round wasn't going to slow them 
in the final and fitted brake scoops to the 
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rear discs and a second pair on the front up- 
rights to increase the air circulation around 
the outboard front dise brakes—and it 
worked much to Molloy’s joy. 

‘Matich, Cooper and Sangster and the Elfin 
MR6-L joined the party for the second ses- 
sion, This time it was Walker and Brown who 
Were quickest with both on 5025. Pilette 
did 23 laps managing a 50.3 s while his team: 
‘mate reached the 50s on his last lap with a 
time of 50.9 s. 

Next fastest after Pilette was Matich 
(60.6 s), then Stewart slower on 50.75 and 
McRae’ who equalled Gethin’s time. Oxton 
didn’t improve on his first session time while 
Lawrence was slower due to water leaking 
into the engine — again — so his crew packed 
up and returned to the workshop to change 
the engine 

OF the other first-timers McCormack wa: 
quickest in the Leyland-engined Elfin with a 
time of S11 5, In fact, apart from his 
standing lap the Elfin driver did only four 
practice laps, 51.55, S1.ls 514s, 51.3 
Such consistency, and In a new car! Sangster 
‘was next with ‘a surprising 51.38 lap and 
then Cooper, feeling that he was down on 
power, on 53.48. 

didn’t run in the third session. They 
Brown, Lawrence and — Robertson 
ich was first to join Stewart in the 
50.8 club with a 49.8 then, one lap later, he 
hit a tyre marker damaging the nose and side 
radiator duct on his car. Then Walker screwed 
the Repco Holden-engined Lola up to record 
4 49.95 lap and finally Pilette, despite his 
braking problems, also stopped the watches 
9s on his final practice lap, 
McRae improved to 50.25 which was also 
McCormack got the Elfin 
to record ‘a surprising 


his last lap whi 


boss seemed happy with his 51.8. lap time. 


RACE 


Overnight Lawrence's mechanics had changed 
the engine in his blue Lola while the Matich 
team turned to body reapirs and Stewart 
sorted out fifth gear which failed in the last 
‘session of practice and replaced the gearbox 
housing and differential while he was at it. 
Peter Molloy also changed engines in the 
white Pat Burke Racing Lola, a move like 
the additional brakes cooling ‘which was to 
pay dividends later. 

‘A new crown whel and pinion was fitted to 
Walker's Lola while the Ansett Elfin Team 
checked the clutch release bearing on the 
MR6-L and on Cooper's MRS the electreis and 
tappets were checked over. 

Tt_was Stewart who led the field initially 
down the long straight closely followed by the 
yellow cars of Matich and Walker, but it 
Walker who first entered the tricky reverse 
camber left-hander on to the oval with Matich 
in hot pursuit, then Stewart, Pilette and 
Gethin, 

‘As they thundered over the start/finish line 
for the first time, the order was Walker, 
Matich, Stewart, Pilette, Gethin, Brown, Law- 
Fence, ‘Oxton, McRae, ‘Sangster and Cooper 
with Pederson, Robertson and McCormack, 
who had hit’ a tyre marker, damaging the 
full-width fbreglass nose on the new car on 
that furious first lap requiring a brief pit 
stop to tear away the damaged section. 

On the third lap Pederson spun coming 
out of turn one, stopping in the middle of 
the track and out of sight of the Baron who 
suddenly saw his path was blocked, attempted 
to spin the Elfin, but hit the McLaren amid- 
ships with his rear wheel, temporarily trap- 
ping Pederson in his car. ‘A brief fire in the 
McLaren, which was quickly extinguished by 
the track marshals found the New Zealander 
free of the cockpit. 

By lap five Walker, Matich, Stewart and 
Pilette had opened up a clear lead over the 
remaining eight cars headed by Gethin and the 
gap between the two front runners was only 
half a second. Oxton and McRae were motor- 
ing in close company a little apart from the 
Gethin, Brown, Lawrence group, but this 
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Max Stewart made a brave attempt to wrest the Tasman crown by leading the final race, but 
retired with a faulty gearbox Below, a jubilant Brown with girlfriend Sue. 


wasn't the New Zealander’ 
Taps later the black GM2 
Bega and its driver concentrating on 
blue Lol 

leading foursome was 9s clear of the 
stragglers by lap 10 when suddenly, on the 
next lap, Matich came by hugging the inside 
of the straight in fifth place. He'd just had a 
half spin on the oval banking, and apparently 
was checking the scene. 

The Matich incident put Pilette and Brown 
into third and fourth places and a lap later 
Gethin and Lawrence moved up leaving the 
orange Australian-built car in seventh slot. 

‘Meanwhile Walker was slowly ed 


of Stewart and by lap 16 the pair hi 
igian alone who in turn had shaken off 


Brown. On the same lap Matich began chal- 
lenging Lawrence with success as a lap later 
the Sydney driver was back in fifth place. 
Walker had stopped down at the bottom of 
the circuit with a broken oll pump drive on 
his Repco Holden engine allowing everyone 
to move up one except Matich, who gained two 
places and Lawrence who stayed put. 

The “Jolly Green Giant was now in the 
lead 3s clear of Pilette, then Brown, Gethin, 
Matich, Lawrence, McRae, Sangster who had 
just taken Oxton, Cooper and McCormack. 

‘The Western Australian driver's promotion 
was short lived however as two laps later 
the Gardos slipped on to the dirt on the 
reverse camber left-hander. 

‘At the halfway point the order was Stey 
art, Ss in front of Pilette with Brown a 
further 5s away, then Matich having passed 
Gethin on the 2ist lap, Gethin a full 253 
behind the leader and Lawrence and McRae. 
‘One lap down was Oxton followed by Cooper 
and Sangster with McCormack a further two 
laps behind apparently bothered by a partly 
demolished nose section. 

On lap 36 Sangster pitted the Gardos to 
allow the engine to cool off and two laps 
later Pilette was in the lead. The gearbox in 
Stewart's Lola locked up as he went to grab 
fourth putting him out of the race and re- 
moving any chance there might have been of 
Gethin losing the 1974 Tasman series. 

‘At this stage of the race it looked as 
though the scene was set with Pilette 35 


clear of Brown then Matich lapping smoothly, 
Gethin (who had only to finish if he wished 
to pay some of his expenses), and Lawrence 
‘who was about to be freed of the hounding 
his fellow countryman was giving him, Oxton, 
Cooper and McCormack were bringing up the 

‘McRae finally pitted at the end of Ip 43 
with failing oil pressure, but 16 laps later 
seeing so few cars on the circuit he detided 
to be classed as a finisher and took to the 
circuit again. But the scene wasn't set: on 
entering the oval Pilette was suddenly en- 
veloped. in smoke and oll spewed on to the 
track. The Belgian driver executed a neat 
spin on his own oil and retired. 

This had the effect of slowing the not-so- 
experienced or maybe the not-so-brave, How- 
fever, the 23-year-old Warwick Brown we 

ling his first race since that nasty cr 
the Surfer's Paradise circult just over @ 
year ago. 

Two laps later Gethin had a moment on hi 
team-mate's oll, but caught it holding his 
fourth place. Brown, despite a spin which 
cost him 20s, had the white T332 Lola 225 
in front of Matich by lap 51 and was all set 
for the great victory. 

‘Then on the 57th lap it was McCormack’ 
turn to lubricate the circuit. The crankshaft 
hhad failed in the Leyland engine, but while 
it was running the new Leyland, Elfin combina. 
tion showed promise with McCormack being 
credited with a 50.9.8 best lap time. Ont the 
the MR6-L retired, Gethin slipped 

rence’s Lola into third 
place as Matich began stirring up the Repco 
Engine, which also began misfiring, = 


effort to catch Brown. The gap was dowh to 
25's by lap 61, but two laps later the inter: 
val was 3 and Gethin was gaining on the 
orange car which started to sound worse 

it began running on seven cylinders. With five 
Japs to go Matich spun while attempting 
to lap a slower car letting Lawrence through 
into third place 

It was a good victory for the young Sydney 
Griver as he roared over the finish line 3.4 5 
ahead of the new Tasman champion who, in 
turn, was 20,68 clear of Graeme Lawrence. 

‘Aiter the event Warwick Brown said h 
had trouble selecting third gear during: the 
closing stages of the race, but apart from 
that, no worries. " It’s the engine's fifth race, 
quipped a smiling Peter Molloy, I'll chrome 
it and put it on the shelf.” 

Peter Gethin, who secured a total of 41 
points for the series, was suffering from 
Severe cramp in his left leg during the latter 
part of the race, making it difficult. for him 
to use the clutch. He was also suffering trom 
the after effects of a bout of influenza, but 
despite this set the fastest lap for the ‘race, 
recording 50.2 s, 0.2 s outside Matich’s record 
for the circuit 
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Hewland to build 
Gurney’s engine? 


By EOIN YOUNG 


Mike Hewland has been paying more attention 
than most people to. the reports of Dan 
Gurney's secret new sleeve-vaive engine for 
Grand Prix racing because, you see, Mike 
designed and developed the engine’ as a 
Sort of hobby project in his gearbox-building 
factory! 

Hewland was a little puzzled at the news 
of Dan's developments and since 1 was the 
one who “released” the news in the. firs 
place, it was an Interesting exercise to separ. 
Ste fact from fiction and build up a story 
that has probably better possibilities than the 
original. version! Dan Gurney once said of 
Something I'd written “I never said that, and 
in T had said it 1 wouldn't have said it t 
him. He's probably feeling that way 
again now 


Mike Hewland and John Hogan have been 
working on the development of a 500 cc 
sleeve-valve “slave unit” In a test cell at the 
Hewland gearbox factory in Maidenhead for 
the past three years, and the figures. the 
have produced in various tests show that the 
engine is definitely more economical than a 
normal poppet-valve engine 

“Fifteen per cent fuel saving is certain, 
there's no question about that, and there's 
the possibility of a great deal’ more” says 
Hewland. 

Rumours about Hewland’s * hobby engine 
have been circulating for the past year, but 
the. sleeve-valve aspect had never reached 
print, Mike would never admit more than 
that the engine was “unconventional.” He had 
intended to build a 2-litre flat-4 engine and 
run it in @ sports car. If it was a success, 
he could use the publicity from racing to 
‘embark on a limited production run of racing 
engines, Now that the spotlight has shifee 
on to his engine project. Mike is probably a 
Hittle uncomfortable. In’ fact castings have 
been made for the 2-litre engine but current 
shortages and the three-day working week 
have combined to delay the completion of the 
engine. 

So how does Dan Gurney feature in the 
Hewland engine story if it hasn't progressed 
beyond a 500 cc single-cylinder test unit? 

“Dan came to see mea few months ag 
and offered to do some air-flow work on the 
engine at his workshop in California,” say 
Mike. “He took a head, @ barrel and 
and all the stuf he'd need to do the flow 
Work over there.” 

Hewland said there was nv licensing 
arrangement between him and Winkelmann 
Or Gurney, just a co-operation to do some 
Work on the engine 

Beyond this, one gathers th 


Dan visit 


“4 


and talked w 


ith goverament 


Principle as a means of building an economy 
engine, with the suggestion that a 2-litre 
flat-four could be incorporated easily into a 
sub-compact like a Vega or Pinto. 

If this is the sequence of events, I can sec 


Roy Winkelmann suggesting that Gu 
should explore ‘ential of this. prototype 

id and especially the United States, is 
extremely short of fuel and desperate for new 
ideas 

Talking to Hewland 1 g ession 
hat he di ally acce tial 
of his engine, whereas Winkelmann and 
Gurney can see the attraction of the economy 


wer unit in areas well beyond 2-litre sports 

"The thing that has. emerged during 
tests is this markedly reduced fuel ¢ 

in" Mike muses, “and 

in this state of worry over fuel 
ages perhaps somebody might be 
ested.” 

The potential of the He 
has now. far outstripped 
ambition co build a racing engine that would 
be "sensibly priced and could be maintained 

wely cheaply and. easily by the driver 

and his mate during the season instead of 
Paving big money for specialist rebuilds’ 

‘Their tests have shown that the engine is 


nd hobby engine 
Mike's modes 


and appears to be immune from wear 
‘You could seal it up and forget it for the 
Me of the vehicle it would be com: 
pletely free from maintenance in @ road car 
apart from normal attention to ignition and 
watside accessories 

Tests using low grade fuels have produced 
power figures comnetitive. with. production 


engines but better fuel consumption to. the 
point where Hewland estimates an engine 
inning on low octane fuel would return. an 
improvement of between 25 and 30 per 
nthe basis of fuel costs per mile 
msumption on the test unit has been 
acceptable for racing use, although a trifle 
high for a road car but Hewland says the 
know where the problem is and it can be 
countered. Even at thie stage he says. oil 
tion Is better than a. Wankel 
er plus for Hewland’s  sleeve-valve 


engine is that a major manufacturer could 
produce it with only slight alterations to 
plant and equipment whereas s power unit 

Ke the Wankel would require complete re- 
ling at vast expense. 

When development got under way on the 
slave unit” Hewland and) Hogan  experi- 
mented with high-speed running and found 
that although they were losing out to con- 
ventional poppet valve engines at the top 
end they hada 10 per cent gain in middl 
Tange torque. “So it might balance out 

Tnitial tests with the 500 cc. single. 
cylinder engine were aimed at achieving 25 
bhp on low grade fuel with a rev limit of 
5000 rpm. Their actual figures after tests 
were encouraging: 27.5 bhp at 4500. rpm, 
Comparisons with performance figures from 
a 2litre Ford Cortina GT engine show the 
Hewland sleeve-valve with the same power 
and torque at lower revs, 

People from Lucas wouldn't believe the 
flow figures, but they were Instant converts 
when they saw the engine running. They 
Sent us some of their fuel injection. equip- 
ment to fit and they don't usually give 
anything away for nothing...” Hewland 
sald the figures Imoroved. still more with 

fe Lucas fuel injection gear fitted. 

Phil Irving, designer of the Repco V8 that 
won World Championships for Jack Brabham 
and Denny Hulme, points immediately to the 
weak point of a ‘sleeve-valve engine: It's 
difficulty in breathing. Hewland has already 
come up against this breathing barrier in his 
tests, and for this reason concedes that his 
sleeve-valve unit would Tose out on top-end 
power but has more punch in the middle 
Fanges. Irving suggested that a supercharger 
Would surmount this problem, but Hewland 
ays they considered and rejected a blower 
because (a) there Is no racing class where a 
supercharged engine would stand @ chance, 
and (b) it would make the whole engine far 
too complex when one of its major. features 
Is its simplicity and small number of moving 

So the state of the sleeve-valve story is now 
tablished. Hewland has carried out three 
ears of tests with a single cylinder test unit 
to design a 2-litee racing engine almed at 
sports car racing where reliability and 

nomy can counter peak performance. 
ewe tests have demonstrated the economy 
vires of the engine, and Dan Gurney and 
Roy Winkelmann have joined the story a8 
interested parties: Gurney to help Hewland 
in development of the engine through the 
good offices of John Miller in the Santa Ana 

le engine shop, and Winkelmann as the 
entreoreneur who sees wider horizons than 
racing for the little engine that started out 
as Mike Hewland’s. hobby 
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Where can I buy a 
well prepared used 
performance car like 
an Aston or an XJ6? 


At your Lotus dealer! 


His factory trained 

teams spend as much 

time preparing used 
performance cars for re-sale as 
they do on new cars for delivery. 
Ask him now for details of used 
performance cars in stock and 
new cars available for delivery. 


N.B. Lotus keep an up-to-date list of used high performance cars and their 
whereabouts. Call them now on Wymondham 2676, and ask for a run down. 


LOTUS CARS, NORWICH, ENGLAND 
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RHE 
on 


rallying 


driver, journalist, TV 
and radio personality 
Richard Hudson-Evans 
talks to lan Sadler 


wi 
in rallies ? 


first attracted you to start competing 


fe 


i Hudson-Evans gets ready for ano Drive-In ” production at the Teddington studios. 


T'was ina Birmingham pub one lunchtime | Rich 
when I was a Lucas apprentice and somebod 
Rad's copy ofthe Birmingham ‘Post which | having moat fun on rally? Wved car. Another point is thet special stage 
oe Teen pee viace oF TeRAG Many weice | Cotetopeenal stone. Oee tam have mont fun | reliving in Britta te the ony. way ta arose 
Suid be ‘soing’ through "Wales that ight ite frankly whea’ there ‘'no likelihood ot | tothe top British mainland. tallies. Road 
Many beert’ Inter found. myself an scar | Snycne coming the other way. Also, you ere | rallying te a cul-de-ane, However, curiously. 1 
witha load of ‘others. It was the yeor when | not breaking the law. and, sadiy, cna road | think oad rallying is far more dificult, far 
ont eae eavinae ek vonteon a number of wejs, Very four | more demanding and that's why { stil do it 
victory. Up to tet point 1 had only reall rextecding ine | To drive a car over. an interesting mountal 
been Interested Jn motor reciag: The Bret race sit and" yout are | road with ail its hazards and. with the haviga- 
Tever watched "was the 1048 Jersey” Inter wtnct posetole ts | tor reading the road is et least like ariving on 
hatlonal ‘Road Race, which 4s avery. long mit somebody ‘were parked 
‘mujer motor rece at, Goodwood sad. Sliver we inveriably, hes, to make Up time. snd “Tr snot possible to take 
Mone every year and I have done so ever | charge straight across Junctions. of ‘major | avoiding action if somebody were 
since. roads. Enormous fun—but  unfortunatel: parked round the corner with their 
i>. far. "ap. rallykop te. Gongerbeds- here. 1" | chiostiely. onmed// Gee eon only huope. teat | Rights of and. one. kwveriebly hms. 60 
became very excited because 1 aid see special freed | epee Centon Rrveriebly Liseie 


ro events, It was. ver ng to see 


for the first time in the middle of the nigh 

me on rallying and 
eckon I bought ever 
was. Another thing 


in. Wales. T 
from that 
motoring 


1B before I ever knew there were 


across junctions of major roads. 


European internationals where one is sitting 
listening to pace notes. 

The trouble ‘with British 
pecial stage rallying, round the 


track 
eld, or 


peated to me immensely about " 
here was something that one could | road linked with untimed. dipped through some country house's garden is th 

rt to do, and that rea onsible driving between the closed although it does teach drivers how to dri 
lic road balls-out over unseen surfaces, it doesn't breed 
Your book “The Rally Handbook" deals with ‘You see, the whole thing about special stage | international co-drivers at all—and it only 
both road and stage rallying comprehensively. | rallying is that it has pur up the cost to the | trains the drivers for Scandinavian-type 
Which form do you prefer—when are you | ordinary chap as you have to have a. sp forestry events and the best of those is the 


Most famous of all the Hudson-Evans ra 


cars 3000 KV p 


on through a Circuit special stage. The Mint preceded Shodas and now Peugeots 
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RAC. For instance, 1 would put my mone 
‘a good Welsh road-rally expert rather than a 
Special stage clubman expert if the cwo people 
were going to Corsica, In that way, I. think 
It is vital that serious drivers do the Manx 
Circuit of Ireland and Donegal. These are 
much cheaper than our nationals. 

We have a lot of drivers who can be con- 
sidered of world-class speed on our own part 
cular type of loose surface stages but very 
few seem to make opportunities to enlarge 
thelr fleld of driving. Would you agree ? 
British rallying Is such a little closed world. 
You compete on a special stage championship 
at clubmans level; you then graduate to the 
RAC (predominantly special stage) champion 
ship-railies and you then go on to the home 
Internationals, It's ok, but the trouble is that 
Ws not ever going to be any use to you if 
you want to go and do the TAP, Corsican or 
Monte. Pethaps British people don't want to 
go and do these any more. Perhaps the RAC 
Rally, the Scottith—represents the pinnacle 
of their ambition. I'm. certainly looking 
forward to the Castrol/Avrosrort series where 
at least the events are of a more varied 
nature, with tarmac experience too. 

T have always paid for my rallying, even 
though latterly I have been lucky enough to 
be assisted with sponsorship. 1 know exactly 
what events cost, a8 T always run the money 
Side of things. For instance, if you do the 
Welsh, and even though you don't have to 
take the car across to Ireland it will cost you, 
without hitting anything, twice as much as 
the Circuit, 

I think there is more skill quite frankly in 
driving quickly on a tarmac road, Obviously 
if you are tremendously quick on loose surface 
special stages, then you are a superstar. 
But take the average guy on a special stage 
rally. He comes up toa corner, slides about 
under braking, goes round, the tail goes 
out—and the ‘stones go everywhere before 
he slithers off to the next corner. It's quite 
exciting both for him and the spectators, but 
lunless you are very, very good at it, 1 don't 
think it is nearly as difficult or as challenging 
as driving quickly over a real twisting 
mountain road. Also the speeds are so. much 
higher on tarmac. What rallying needs are 
some of the various dam and mountain roads 
in Wales legally closed and run as stages 
instead of illegal selectives, At least both 
crew members would be able to participate 
and as long as you don't go off the road, all 
it will cost you would be tyres, brake pads, 
fan belts and that's it, Do even’ the smallest 
special stage rally and sooner than tater you 
have got to change everything. Everything 
gets ruined and the car becomes worthless 
Do you think there is enough encouragement 
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Very buttered and finally beaten. The RHE Team Optrex Peugeot 304 on the last RAC 


for British drivers, with the lack of manufac- 
turer interest in this country. Even in Ford's 
‘ease they fly the flag but they choose the best 
and choose Scandinavian at the moment. Is 
there enough encouragement ? 


Yes—a least’ we have af healthy 
calendar—government intervention permitting 
Certainly 1 reckon Ford's contribution for 


the up-and-coming rally driver, their Mexico 
Rally Championship, is » wonderful incentive 
But unfortunately they imply it might only 
nsist cf special stage events this year—with 
no tarmac road events. 1 can understand 
that from a public relations point of view Ford 
probably feel that one shouldn't be involved 
in something as potentially anti-social as 


ad rallying But unless they include tarmac 
Special stage events in thelr championship, it's 
only going to produce drivers who will go 
further than—at best—the RAC Rally. It's not 
going to produce British drivers able to 
I over the world and rally. I just don't 
think British special stage drivers are versatile 
enough. They are never really used to driving 
Tong distances; tackling a Safari most would 
fall asleep in the first hour. After all, British 
clubmen spend all thelr time rushing from 
fone side of forest to the other, getting out 
and ‘drinking cups of tea, coffee or Coca 
It's not the answer; it has become too 
specialised and limited, 1 think our special 
stage rallies today must be. toughened-up 
because they are just not breeding drivers 
who are able to go over long distances. Bring 
back the Gulf! 


Winding on the opposite, The RHE Gl Skoda 


Perhaps the most perturbing thing, if one 
looks ahead in motor sport, is that it is 
becoming very expensive to start. Now you 
have to have a well paid job. It's no longer 
possible to even have a go at the back of 
the field—unless you are earning plenty of 


One other thing that worries me slightly is 
hat so many people say to me "I'm thinking 
f having a go—now how do I start, not 
rallying, but how do 1 go about getting a 
sponsor?” The whole attitude, which probably 
Stems from the approach of people at the 
top, Is that from the start the sponsors must 
pay for thelr motor sport. This must be 
Ehanged. Maybe the economic situation over 
the next few months will change It anyway 
and people will compete on rallies again pay- 
ng thelr own bills—as they used to, On the 
Internationals, we will all have to start stay: 
ing in guest houses while the service crews 
will have to start paying for thelr own drinks 
again 

When one hears of rank novices approach: 
Ing sponsors and getting quite upset when it 
all doesn’t happen for them, even though 
they have never done any rallying, apart from 
being very bad for the grass roots of the 
sport, also really indicates just how expensive 
ite all becoming. 

In a strange sort_of way 1 don’t think 
G1 has helped either, To be competitive in GI 

ju need a new car, and new cars are ex: 
pensive. With an anything-goes formula, ok 


Perhaps the most perturbing 
thing. if one looks ahead in motor 
sport, is that it is becoming very 
expensive to start. It’s no longer 
possible to even have a go at the 
back of the field—unless you 
are earning plenty of money.” 


the man that has spent the most money and 
who is cbviously talented stands the best 
chance cf winning. But it Is still possible to 
build up a car quite cheaply ax long as It 
does not have to comply with any” inter 
national formula. 

‘One other thing that is surely wrong. with 
rallying at the moment is that there seems to 
be very little interest in the classes, and this 
must be bad. It does not encourage some of 
the semi-interested manufacturers to take part 
I'm not saying they should field full works 
teams, because that would push the private 
chap out of what little money that there Is 
available. 1 feel it would at least encourage 
thelr support and interest in some ways. 

T don't think I've ever been quick enough 
to win anything outright—although Twas 
amazed to have won some club rallies in the 
past. But I've always believed in the classes, 
You know, we“ whir and stirrers "are hav: 
ing just as furious a battle in our “funny” 
motor cars ax the people disputing for the 
wverall lead 


1101 on the '72 Scottish Rally 


At Surfers Paradise, 


Graham McRae toppled 
from Tasman throne 


By EOIN YOUNG 


Three-time winner of the Tasman Champion- 
ship, Graham McRae, has /been kept away 
from the winner's circle by a string of 
mechanical problems but with Surtees-style 
defensiveness at a point in the 1974 Tasman 
battle from which there Is no retreat, 
"Cassius" deflects criticism by saying his 
lack of success will be good for the series. 
“1 honestly do believe that the series will 
benefit. Everyone has had a little nibble at 
winning and getting prize money whereas in 
the past three years we have probably won 
more races down here than all the current 
competitors put_ together. ” Good old 
Cassius. First the butterfly, then the bee. 

McRae came “Down Under” armed with 
his new GM2 and was the fastest man on the 
race track by anyone's estimation. Even 
Graham sheds that thin veneer of modesty 
that has been forming of late to admit that 
“In my opinion the first three races were 
the biggest annihilation of the opposition I've 
ever seen in an, F5000 race.” He was absolutely 
in command but a string of troubles kept 
dropping him placings, points and prize 
money 

‘To try to cure the chronic problem of 
cracked heads on the new GM2, the water 
system was revised just prior to the first 
Tasman race at Levin. “This meant cutting 
into the oil tank which was the only place 
we could sensibly run a water rail at the 
height 1 wanted it but in going through the 
oil tank we reduced the size slightly and also 
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altered the shape. It meant that the back of 
the tank was no longer vertical but angled 
back at about 60 degrees so that under 
acceleration the oll went straight to the top, 
of the tank and blew out the breather.” They 
had been aware of the trouble before the race 
Dut lacked time to make up a new oil tank 
‘The oll blew out halfway through the race 
and McRae was out of the lead with bearing 
failure 

The Air New Zealand International at 
Pukekohe was another McRae walkaway un 
the wing struts folded up and he retired rather 
than jury-rig the wing or strip it altogether 
and go back into the race with a car that 
would be at least unpredictable and at most 
dangerous on the narrow track. McRae put the 
blame for the strut failure on a mechanic's 
welding and since then McRae has been criti 
cal of the work done on his car.“ My major 
problem during the series, and I'm not going 
to pull any punches, is that the mechanics 
just don't seem to appreciate that there are 
only so many hours in a week and that the car 
‘must be ready for the next race. We were late 
for races and missing practice sessions. Even 
at Pukekohe when we were on pole so easily, 
I did the time in a one-off session over just 
four laps.” 

But might this problem with mechanics be 
as much McRae’s fault for picking them in 
the first place as the mechanics’ fault for 
being unsuited to the job? “It's a bit of 
both. Obviously it rests on my shoulders 


MeRae (s hounded by Max Stewart ax he falls bach with a stiching throttle, eventually finishing sixth. 


ultimately but it's not easy to get top 
mechanics to come down and do the series, 
V've been saved by getting Glen Abbey and 
John Anderson, mechanics on Kevin Bartlett's 
car before his crash at Pukekohe, and I rate 
them as the best mechanics who have ever 
worked on my car. Without them we would 
never have made the grid for recent races." 

At Wigram a camshaft broke, “There wa 
no apparent reason, nothing wrong with the 
valve gear, it just plain snapped." McRae 
missed the first day Of practice for the next 
race because his engine man had missed the 
fact that the camshaft was broken when he 
checked it out. He ran second to Max Stewart 

At the first round of the Australian series, 
Oran Park, McRae was a victim of the rule 
book and he was displeased at his treatment 
To say the very least. “It was about the 
most disgraceful, unsportsman-like piece of 
officialdam T've ever come across. Someone 
often has a problem before the start but at 
most tracks in the world the organizers take 
2 look and allow a few minutes grace, At 
Levin Graeme Lawrence started several laps 
late and got a place. I can only think that at 
Oran Park they were ignorant of the fact that 
the grid wasn't full, or they wanted to keep 
me off. 1 think it rests fairly and squarely 
with the guy who holds the flag aloft. If he's 
prepared to look at the grid and see that one 
of the top contenders isn't there and drop 
the flag knowing that he is sitting in the pits 
fitting a new wheel it's pathetic.” 

A tyre had distorted on the rim during race 
morning and on the first lap of a three-lap 
warm-up McRae suffered intense vibration and 
pitted immediately. When the trouble was 
traced and a suitable spare wheel found for 
fitting, the race was allowed to start without 
one of the stars. McRae stormed down the 
pit lane on the heels of the field but was 
Dlack-flagged and disqualified for not coming 
under starter’s orders because his pit was 
ast the start line. “They wouldn't even let 
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Dealer Team Vauxhall 
Sportparts. 


Demonstrations given 
most weekends. 


One of the nice things about DTV 
Sportparts is that you cai 
most weekends. Eith 
rally circuit. On DTV T 
entries. 

‘And because DTV Sport Di 
enthusiastic about the sport and th 
petition parts, many of them « 
With great success. But only 
they sell over the counter to any V: 
who shares their love of the sy 

This way you get fully prov 
parts, Parts that you can fit yourself or hai 
fitted during a full race/rally preparation 
service that your DTV Sport Dealer will 
carry out for you 

Like the popular examples here: 


Race/Rally Sportparts. 

Special gas-flowed 
Fuel injection equipment. S 
kits and manifolds. ‘ 
systems. Heavy duty clutche 
slip diffs. Competition brake linir 
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> them in action 


Choice of axle ratios. Heavy duty shock 

‘orbers. Roll bars, seats and belts. Negative 

amber kits. Lightweight body panels. 

nce camshafts. Oil cooler kits. Dry sump 
inguishers and cut-off switches. 


r the 


Rally Sportparts. 

yuards. Lamps and brackets. 
7 lights, Heavy duty alternators. 
uspension parts. Fuel tank guards. 
Map pockets. Fly-off hand brakes. 


Mud flap: 


nice thing about Vauxhalls, 
OHC Vivas and Firenzas, is that their 
of strength combined with 
of Dealer Team Vauxhall, 
1 a highly competitive:machine 
n't cost you a fortune. 
5 prove it 
list of DTV Sport Dealers in the 

4 section of this issue proves that 
rest one is not very far away now. 
hy not pop round for a chat? 
an enthusiastic welcome! 
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The broken aerofoit strute at Pukekohe 
‘eventually traced to a welding failure. 


me stay in the race for the betterment of my 
sponsors or the race itself because 1 would 
have had a damn good go at winning from 
behind.” 

‘At Surfers Paradise on a track just cleared 
of flood waters, McRae was 1.5 s faster than 
the ifield after 15 Japs of practice when the 
‘engine tightened and he switched off in time 
to save the crankshaft. A piece of a gudgeon 
pin eirclip had jammed the pump, debris from 
an earlier engine failure that ‘hadn't been 
cleaned out properly. McRae led the early 
stages of the race despite vibration from an 
out-of-balance crankshaft, a jamming throttle 
and cracked pistons. A tale of woe, 

McRae says his engines were originally built 
up to give 540-plus horsepower but he had 
de-tuned them to around 500 bhp which Is 
the equal of everything but the Repco VSs 
which have shown up well on slow comers 
as well as on peak straight-line power, 

‘The McRae bravado from early in the series 
has been replaced by determination to do the 
right thing by Ampol, his enthusiastic fuel 
‘company sponsor In Australia. Before Wigram 
he joked with Gethin that for $1000 he would 
start from the back of the fleld and for 
another $1000 he would give the field a 5 5 
start. Now he talks of working hard during 
the week between races on promotion with 
Ampol, meeting the press in the major cities 
and showing his STP Indianapolis film to 
Ampol dealers and customers, backing the 
movie with a talk on racing. 

‘At official race functions in Australia he 
wears an Ampol blazer and seems almost 
astonished that his PR activities have been 
going over so successfully. The Ampol com 
Pany is delighted and see the potential of 
McRae as their successor to Brabham who 
they also sponsored in Australia. There: is a 
chance that McRae will come back to Austra 
lia later in the season with an F5000 car to 
contest the national Gold Star events for 
‘Ampol, 
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McRae looks on as his mechanic surveys the problem, 


McRae has a verbal commitment to run 
the American F500 races for Jack 
McCormack driving cars built by 
MecCormack's organization to McRae's GM2 
design. McRae sold the GM2 design to 
McCormack while his former business as 
ciate John Haynes sold the GMI designs and 
equipment to Ian Ward in England. McRae 
will also race McCormack’s Eagle USAC car 
at_ Indianapolis. Team-mate in F5000 and 
USAC will be Sam Posey. Sponsorsip comes 
from Norris Industries and the GM2 cars 
will be re-christened a name that McRae has 
not yet been told. “It’s a name put forward 
by the wife of the boss of Norris Industries 
Uthink it's a French word that means "swift 
wind 

Surely the lady hasn't re-discovered Scir- 
rocco and all the ill tidings that followed that 
project 

Does McRae think his career has suffered 


Happier days for McRae 
from which he was toppled this year. 


or profited from his intense involvement with 
the engineering side of racing as well as 
driving? “It's dificult to see what else 
would have done, I believe I've always made 
the right move . - . but I haven't always had 
the good offers that some people seem to 
think T've turned down. 

I get the impression that McRae is now 
deliberately trying to dissociate himself with 
the mechanical side of cars and get on with 
exploiting his ability as a driver rather than 
continuing in a compromise situation. 

‘What about Roger Penske and his takeover 
of the McRae shop at Poole in England ? Did 
Roger offer him the position as a Donohue 
replacement, a Mark-type racer/engineer ? 
“Roger's offer was made to me and it was 
a reasonable deal but then at the last minute 
he said ‘Hold on because I think that turbo: 
chargers are going to be banned in CanAm 
and if that’s the case we won't run! I was 
told I was going to be Donohue's replace 
ment, yes. Iwas pushing for an Indy drive 
as well as CanAm but his driver was Gary 
Bettenhausen and then Peter Revson came 
along but I might have been a stand-in, T 
don't know.” The Penske deal faded with the 
turbocharger ban in CanAm and the Porsche 
withdrawal. 

MeRae's lack of prize money on the Tasman 
series means a possible loss to him as he 
elected to race without the normal guarantees 
against prize money earned which range up 
to $10,000 depending on the driver. Prior 
to Sandown Park McRae had won only $3000. 

“T didn’t take the guarantee offered because 
three New Zealand drivers In the past. who 
did have guarantees were warned that if they 
started in thelr own national championship 
events before the Tasman series started they 
were likely to have thelr guarantees can- 
celled. That meant that David Oxton and 
Graeme Lawrence who are resident New 
Zealanders were not allowed to compete In 
their own championship races because of their 
contracts to race in the Tasman series." 

Rothmans have backed the Tasman series 
this year using $100,000 and their Peter 
Stuyvesant brand name and thelr organizers 
are eager to promote the series back to its 
former glory. 

McRae sees hope for Improvement but says 
more money will be required. "I'm not just 
saying more money for the drivers, but more 
money in any form will bring better competl- 
tion. This Tasman has been the closest and 
hardest fought series for a long time and it 
will get better. We've had less overseas 
Grivers which means that our overseas 
negotiators haven't been doing the right 
selling job, but I think with proper backing 
now the Tasman will come good again.” 

‘What about Grand Prix plans? Despite 
what I've read in the press I haven't bought 
any Cosworth-Ford Grand Prix engines but 
Jack McCormack has been in possession of 

‘couple of Fomula 1 engines for some time 
‘and be may be prepared to put one of them 
in one of my types of chassis for some work 
later this season.” 

Which means McRae in Formula 1 for the 
final two events in the 1974 World Champion- 
ship at Mosport and Watkins Glen. 


flashback to 1973 as he celebrates winning his third Tasman crown 
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Contactless Ignition: 


All decent cars will have it by about 1980. 


It makes you go faster. 

Accelerate faster. 

Hit peak revs faster. 

It makes plugs last longer. 

And batteries. 

And petrol. 

It saves time, trouble and money. 

And it gets you started on cold mornings. 


You can have it now. 


No more contact breakers. 
Ever since the days of Gottlieb Daimler, convention- 
ignition has caused nothing but trouble. 
At low revs you get a pathetic little spark 
At high revs you get ‘contact-bounce’ so you can't 
keep up with the engine 
And the breakers themselves wear out, get dirty, 
corroded, displaced and generally mucked wy 
Mechanical ignition is least reliable when you most 
need it - on cold mornings, with a low battery, or at peak 
revs for overtaking. 
Think of an Scylinder car doing 6000 rpm. That's 
400 make/breaks a second — too much for most mechanical 


an electronics problem, it's child’s play 
That's why race and rally enthusiasts have been fit- 
ting contactless ignition for year 
Why Mercedes (E Models) and Porsche fit it as stan 
dard. And why Chrysler now put it in their USA models, 
and sales have shot up by 40% 
Everybody wants contactless ignition. 


The Jermyn System E. 

To help meet the ever-growing public demand, 
Jermyn, the leading electronics-by-mail specialists, com- 
missioned a world-famous car-ignition expert to produce a 
system suitable for 4, 6 and 8 cylinder cars. (His name can- 
not be given for contract reasons, but if you're a regular 
rally-goer, you probably know him). 

fie has produced the System E, which has now been 
tried and tested on thousands of vehicles, and is derived 
from years of working on custom-built rally-winning 
engines 


Easy to fit. 

With the very full instructions supplied, fitting is 
simple and should take around 40-60 minutes. 

You retain the distributor, but remove the contact- 
breakers and the condenser (another common source of 
trouble). 

In place of the breakers, you bolt on a small prox- 
imity plate (the shape varies a little from car to car) which 
contains tiny induction coils, and is fitted to give 10 thou 
gap from the rotor. 


his device is connected to the electronics box, illus- 
tMited above, fitted in a suitable place under the bonnet, 
usually near your HT coil 


How it works. 

When the engine goes round, the rotor lobes magne- 
tically saturate and de-saturate the coils in the proximity 
plate, triggering off the electronics. 

‘The beautifully designed circuit in the electronic box, 
all sealed, all solid-state, with nothing to go wrong, thet 
delivers a fat, 30KV spark, of uniform quality all revs, via 
your existing coil. 

We then recommend that you open up your spark 
plug gaps to about 35 thou, to get the value from all 
this high energy. 


And what value. 

There are, of course, cheaper ‘electronic ignition’ 
systems on the market (we know, we make one). 

But they simply amplify the pulse from the old 
contact-breakers. You only get half the benefit unless you 
fit a complete, contactless system. 

And the Jermyn System E gives the best value and 
the best results you'll find anywhere. 


In particular you'll enjoy — 


Better starting. Plug life up to 25,000 miles. 
Better firing on low revs. 

Better firing on high revs. 
Less drain on bi 


Smoother running. 
ery. Better performance. 
Jermyn System E, price £22.00 including postage, VAT. full instructions, 
proximity plate for your car, and 1-year guarantee. 

free of « 


} Make and model o 


| Year of manufacture 


Pos. or Neg. earth 
Tenclose cheque £22.00 or please debit my Barclaycard/Access a/c No. 


—— 


Adelaid e (above) although he had 


The other side of 
winning the Tasman 


PETER GETHIN talks to IAN PHILLIPS 


Peter Gethin, the first Englishman ever to win the Tasman series, returned home from his 
trip down-under last week with a number of interesting stories about what he did to keep 
himself amused in Australia and New Zealand as well as offering some comments on the 
Tasman series itself which it seems is in the throes of a revival to its former status. Eight 
races In eight weeks Is, as Peter describes it, “bloody hard work,” but there were days to do 
Other things and below he recalls some of the highlights away from the track. 
T did all my packing on Christmas Day for Denny Hulme and for Mel 
the trip as I was invited to a party at been with all the T 
Barry Newman's the next day. I left London 
n December 27 and, because Id left it rather 
late booking my trip, 1 found myself on one 
BOAC's longest flights, It took a total of 
30 hours, however, having been via New York, 
Los Angele? and Honolulu, T had a few hours 
im Nandi, which is the new name for Fiji. I'd 
jways dreamt of Fiji as a land of pal 
and grass skirts but what a disappoin 


3 Howd 


was ver d and rained a e 
see T waited 14 hours for were 
nnection there; I tried to offload my enthusiastic 0 ‘and 
luggage there and get on a plane for Sydney Australia about their mot m 
and then fly to Auckland in New Zealand. nd ars 
could do it bur they could not guarantee m mi a 
luggage, so I had to stay in Nandi and finall . wn Ru 
arrived in Auckland late on the 29th—it was South America with 
long, Jong flight. I used to think New York 
was along way and that is only five or six re I just read a book 


hours; now it's like going round the corner 


for a packet of fags! flight. New Year's Eve was spent having 
"it was the first time I had been to New dinner with a young lady who was work'ng ai 
Zealand and Australia. Having driven with the hotel in Auckland, and her mother at their 
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home in Auckland. 1 spent the whole evening 
arguing with the mother about women's lib. 

re she got upset about it the more T 
‘woman's place is in the kitchen. She 
got upset about the whole thing. 


with a week to spare bofore the first 
race I drove down to Denny's place che next 
Gay. He's gota house or "batch’ as shey call 
ie there on Lake Rotuiti, U's near the place 
where they have all the salt baths, Rotororua. 
Denny had given me a map of how to find 
his house, it wasn’t quite accurate but I saw 

e and thought thar looks a bit like 
‘down and I heard the chanking of 
metal objects and swearing and there was 
Denny mixing cement in. his garden to 
finalise his garage. Immediately Denny said 
"We'll go out fishing In the morning on the 
lake . at 5,30." He got me up and we went 
down to his boat only to find it had an 
engine problem—he'd blown the head gasket 
We had to make a new one out of bits from 
the boot of the car—the first time I'd done 
manual work for ages, Eventually we 
fit going and Jet out about 100 yards of 
fine ‘before we discovered the water wasn't 
circulating at idling speed. We pulled in the 
ine and just spent the time flashing round in 
the little speedboat. It went very well but 
understeered to the right a bit. 


"I had a super stay with Denny. He was 
really at home with Greeta and the kids and 
plenty ‘of gardening, fishing and sunbathing 
fo occupy his time. I also had the privilege 
of meeting his father who divines water. 
‘edible the people there have to find 
their own water, hot and cold, and he had 
eof wire and walked along and sud- 

Genly this wire started spinning. 1 though 
it was a bit of con as he held one end and 
told me 0 hold the other and stop it from 
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turning. It was no more than a piece of 
welding wire but it virtually wrapped itself 
Found my wrist. I had to let go otherwise it 
would have broken it. H's a matter of mental 
Telepathy with the ground or something but 
it really does work 


“Denny also had just bought his first racing 
car, an MG TF, back from a guy in Hamilton 
land drove it back to start restoring it, which 
Should be interesting. I had far too much to 
feat there and put on a lot of weight but there 
is obviously something special about the place 
because Denny flew off to South America for 
the Argentine GP and he won there the day 
after I won at Pukekohe. It must be some 
thing £o do with the salt baths which we had 
‘at night, which were really superb. 

“After 1 left ehere I drove to Levin through 
Bulls, where Chris Amon comes from. It's 
beautiful country but all you can see is grass 
and sheep, millions of bloody sheep. Levin 
Wwas an amazing place. The only restaurant in 
town ‘closed at 7.30 and if you weren't in 
there by 7 pm you were history. For the 
Whole of the time I was at Levin for the first 
tace I averaged around 8.30 pm to bed every 
night just reading and watching TV—it was 
only black and white, they don’t have colour 
yet 

“The VDS Chevrons had arrived and the 
ears got ready for the first race, the story 
Of whioh has already been told. Like all the 
Circuts there = was Mickey Mouse, When 
Somebody asked me io describe a circuit I 
kept saying Mickey Mouse—what 1 didn't 
realise was thar Mickey Mouse over there 
means great. I didn't discover this for some 

me and they thought ‘this guy thinks all our 
tracks are great." In the end I changed Mickey 
Mouse to Disneyland and then they under- 
stood it meant the circuit was not quite so 


I flew back to Auckland 
where the big deal was che arrival of the 
royal yacht Britannia for the Commonwealth 
Games. Apparently it was waiting for some 
fresh paint as the sun had burnt off the 
original coat. Two sailors from the Britannia 
eame to wish me luck before the race, which 
was mice coming from other Pommys. I was, 
‘Of course, the only Englishman there and my 
team-mate Teddy Pilette and Mr and Mrs Van 
der Straten all spoke French, very good 
French compared with mine, which isn't diff 
cult, and as we only saw the other drivers at 
the ‘circuits it was nice to meet some other 
Poms. 


“While I was in Auckland I met Phil Kerr's 
parents and it was easy to see where Phil 


Spolls of victory (left) ; Gethin cel 
peruses the tyre problem. 
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gets his organisational ability. Everything 
Was immaculate and on time and Phil puts 
this into practice at McLaren which contri- 
butes a lot to their success and a lot of it 
comes from his parents. 1 also met Mr and 
Mrs McLaren, Bruce's parents, which was 
really interesting. 1 had the greatest admira- 
tion for Bruce and it was really nice to meet 
his parents personally having heard so much 
about them from s0 far away 


“The day before practice at Pukekohe we 
were supposed to meet the Mayor of Auck- 
land, but he didn’t turn up. Alan Whicker 
hhad done one of his famous TV documentaries 
there just previously and the mayor had 
taken his shirt off in front of the TV cameras 
and this had shocked everyone—it wasn't 
the proper thing co do. I was looking forward 
to meeting this guy and having a bit of a go 
‘at him but he wasn't there so it was alll 
waste of gime. 


‘Graham McRae should have won the race 
but broke down and left me with all the 
points which was nice. The following day 1 
went to see the local saloon car ace Paul 
Fahey and we sat by the pool drinking either 
Screwdrivers or Harvey” Wallbangers—the 
local speciality consisting of vodka, galleano, 
orange juice and ice, It tastes like orange 
juice-and goes down easily but after two you 
just fall Into the pool . . . very potent stuff. 
We lelt there before we got too smashed 
‘There was really nothing to do there except 
sunbathing if che weather was good, but it 
wasn't. I fad about my 14th successive early 
night. All d wanted to do was go. shark 
fishing. my big ambition while I was over 
there, having experienced some big game 
fishing with Chris Amon and Mike Hailwood 
on trips to Acapulco and South Africa. The 
place to go was a place called the Bay of 
Islands about 200 miles north of Auckland 
but unfortunately there wasn't time before 
moving to Christchurch 

“We then flew to Christchurch where 
everyone was, of course, waiting for the 
Commonwealth Games. I remember meeting 
fone of the BOAC air hostesses at the airport 
Tgot calling to her because she thought 1 
was a. member of the British pole-vaulting 
team—t{ told her I'd lost my pole 1 had 
quite a laugh there. The whole of Christ 
Shurch was given over and planned for the 
Games but { only saw it on TV. 

“While we were there we went for a ride 
in jet boats up the river. This was good fun 
as the water was only a foot deep in places. 
‘The Ford V6-powered boats go flashing up 
the river at about 30 knots which was excit- 


rates winning the New Zealand GP with an Air New Zealand hostes 


ing over the rocks and heavens knows what 
else. 


“The third race was at Wigram which is 
an airport which is closed down for two days 
for the meeting. It is highly dangerous; if 
you miss one corner you go straight through 
2 hangar. It makes Cadwell Park look like 
Paul Ricard. The Commonwealth Games took 
a lot of the crowd away. With the British 
doing well in athletics for a change it made 
being a Pom more bearable. 

“After the Wigram race I attempted to €o 
on my shark fishing expedition. I flew to 
‘Auckland and tried to get a flight to the 
Bay of Islands but they were all booked. 1 
tried @ boat but they were all booked too, 
so the only fishing I was able to do was off 
‘Auckland Pier which wasn't very lively. So 
from there I flew down 40 Wellington, windy 
Wellington as they all it and I found out 
why, You could land a Bosing 707 virtually 
in 100 yards there because the wind is about 
200 mph all the time. How people live there 
T don't know, they all walk with a stilt— 
perhaps that explains Graham McRae 


"L then flew down to Invacargill, which is 
in the southern tip of South Island. It took 
sight hours 40 fly there as he ‘plane broke 
down in the middle of nowhere, Dunedin, 1 
think, It sounded very Scottish and I ex. 
pected Stewart to walk through the door at 
Sny moment. After having nothing but cheese 
nd biscuits all the way I arrived at Invacar. 
Rill which I immediately nicknamed Sticks: 
Ville—it really was in the middle of nowhere, 
it’s the next place to the Arctic Circle. 
There's nothing there except this town which 
opens once a year for the race. Unfortunately 
the highlight of this particular trip for me 
was an incident with the hire car on the 
beach. 

“le happened the day after the race just 
before we were due to fly to Sydney. 1 had 
some time to kill before we took off 0 T 
took my hire car past the circuit and airport 
to the beach where everybody drives up and 
down—it's about 10 miles long and has its 
own speed limit and so on, It's a lovely 
beach to drive on. I'd been up one way and 
as | was early I decided to go the other way 
and have a look. My Hertz Hillman Hunter 
just stopped when Iwas about three miles 
from ‘the main road which leads on to the 
beach. 1 got out expecting another car to 
come along and give me a hand to start it 
or something. I didn't see another car and 
T'waited for 30 minutes and then I saw the 
sea coming in. I rapidly unpacked my sult- 
case, my racing gear and briefcase which 
Sltogether weighed about 60, Although I'm 


the other side of things ; Gethin 
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MAKE MODEL OVERALL PRICE 
CONSUMPTION 

DeTomaso —_ Pantera 5.8 113 from £7,341 

Ferrari Dino 246GT 71 16.1 from £6,245 

rors EUROPA 6.6 24.2° FROM £2,741 

Maserati Bora 65 10.9 from £11,685 


Porsche 914SC 91 23.3 from £3,689 


NUDGE,NUDGE... 


The Lotus Europa at a constant 50 mph achieves 48 mpg. 


LOTUS CARS LIMITED [would like to test drive a Lotus Europa 


Norwich, Norfolk NOR 92W, | 4 | 
f By ) Tel: Wymondham 3411 sn 
AF) ask your Lotus Dealer Adaress —___ - 
| i = 


for a test drive 
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fond of sharks 1 didn't fancy sitting in the 
car and watching them swim around me. So 
there was nothing else ¢o do but walk the 
three miles £0 the main road and civilisation. 
Carrying 60lb over any distance is no joke 
Jet alone three miles. My arms were aching 
Wke mad so 1 got my overalls out and tied 
the legs round One case and the arms round 
another and hung them over my shoulders 
while clutching my briefcase, and staggered 
off. Every now and again T'd stop and look 
back—it looked as though Man Friday had 
been staggering up the beach. What's more 
it was the only sunny day I'd seen in 
Invacargill, 


“After three hours 1 reached the road and 
got a life to the airport, There was nobody 
there from Hertz 0 1 had to phone through 
to the town, I'd made a note of the mileag: 
before 1" abandoned the car. They said 

the car? I said on the beach 
it had stopped and they should get 
soon as possible as the sea was 
coming in quickly. By the time the Hertz 
people got there the sea had come right in 
‘and the TV and newspapers had got there 
having discovered whose car it was. I think 
Hertz, got. more than thelr fair share of 
publicity out of It to cover any damage bills 
‘Anyway, they were very upset and when I 
Jefe NZ they were in the process of wanting 
quite a lot of money from me because they 
Feckoned my hiring did not include driving 
fon the beach, In face there was nothing in 
the contract which said I couldn't and any: 
way It was a done thing. I hope everything 
comes out okay as we spend a lot of money 
with them during the year. 

“1 missed the plane to Auckland and on 
to Sydney which everyone else had caught 
wondering what the hell had happened to 
me. 1 got one a few hours later and arrived 
in Sydney which was much more like Lon- 
don, We stayed in the equivalent of Soho 
fand it was nice to be in a more civilised 
place. When we went to the circuit at Oran 
Park about 30 miles outside Sydney it ws 

‘very quiet again and I got back to the 
§,30-to-bed kick again. 


“1 wasn’t very keen on the circuit but 
after New Zealand the flag marshalling was 
‘an Improvement. After ¢he race we went back 
to Sydney and the Tuesday was probably the 
highlight of my visit to Australia far when 
jent to Frank Gardner's house 

fnlles north of Sydney, 8 plac 

Point. He and his wife Gloria have bought 
@ Spanish-style house, a beautiful place, and 
were just finishing it off. 1 had my first and 
‘only game of golf over there with Frank. It 
was really enjoyable, a lovely hot day, and we 
played 18 holes. He went round in scratch and 
T was about 10 over which was good for both 
of us, Luckily for me there was no money 
in {t. In the afternoon we went surfing with 
Teddy Pilette. We went on these chings 
which you sit on like a boat. We kept 
getting it sideways and the bloody ching kept 
rolling. The idea was to roll off towards the 
‘Ocean rather than towards the land otherwis 
the thing would hit you. Teddy and 1 neve 


ordinary surf board while givi 
tion and turned it over. The 


xt day, before 
Teaving for Surfers Paradise I went to visit 
Kevin’ Bartlett, who had been in hospital 
since a practice shunt in New Zealand. He 
‘was in good spirits and very useful and gave 


me the former Miss World's, Belinda Green, 
Phone number. I called her and she was very 
chatty but unfortunately was going out that 
night and as I was leaving next day I couldn't 
See her, She seemed quite, interested though 
as she'd just returned from Europe 
Snioyed ‘epsaking toa Por agate. See aid, 
however, give me some other phone numbers 
and one’night I found myself taking out Miss 
‘South East Asia, Unfortunately she was about 
six foot tall and I had to ask her to walk 
Jn the gutter so I could have a conversation 
with her! 

“Then we left for Surfers Paradise, why 
they call it that I shall never know. The 
town itself was like Ramsgate on a Bank 
Holiday Monday and, of course, the place 
had been under 10 foot of water just a few 
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the sea either, despite the Hunter episode! 
days before—ke was awful. The circuit was 
Ina bad state, too, and we had to have a 
quick GPDA-type meeting to make it accept- 
able as a lot of the surface had broken up. In 
fact most of the circuits there were very basic 
anyway, they are about 10 years behind the 
times. it’s not that they don't want to do 
anything, it's because they haven't kept 

east of the times ; they just don’t realise 
how fast cars are going now. I hope next year 
Kt will be different. I speat quite a lot of time 
talking to them and they were very willing 
to listen and get things done both in NZ and 
Australia. if they want international drivers 
however, I think they will have to do some- 
thing. Although people like McRae, Matich 
land Max Stewart have the experience to tell 
them, they are regarded as black sheep rather 
land it needed someone like me or Teddy to 
really make the point 

“From Surfers we. went to Melbourne 
which was very pleasant and nice, especially 
after Surfers, I was able to meet a guy 
called Alan Moffatt and his wife. He's the big 
saloon car champion with his five-year-old 
Mustang. Everybody wants to see him beaten 
but so far he hasn't been. f spent some time 
there doing some safety campaigning and 
ing some work for the series’ sponsors Peter 
Stuyvesant. This was thelr first year in motor 
racing and they were a little bit green but 
they learnt a hell of a lot which I'm sure they 
will put to use next year. They need to make 
more use of personalities and do a lot more 
pushing for TV, radio and newspapers, Over 
there it’s a bit’ like America; they've got a 
lot of TV channels literally looking for thin 
to cover. But the series only got reasonal 
coverage because it is an annual thing. If it 
‘was pushed it could get 100 per cent more 
coverage. They need to make things happen 
rather than wait for them. The Stuyvesant 
people were very like the circuit owners, very 
nice, willing to listen and if they put it all to 
g00d use it will be really successful. I think 
there'll be a big improvement next year. 

“The last place we went 10 was Adelaide 
which I didn’t think very much of. The circuit 
was a sore of speed bowl with a road circuit 
In between. I got the “flu about three days 
before the race and changed my bedtime 
from 8.30 to 5.30 pm and tried to gee rid of 
it before the race. I did not enjoy my stay 
there very much at all. I only had to finish 
in the first six <0 clindh the championship 
anyway and I was fairly confident 1 could 
do that. Max Stewart was the only one who 
could beat me and he had to win with me 
seventh or lower to take the title I finished 
second and took the championship. Incredibly 
I finished in all eight races which is a record 
for me and a great credit to VDS mechanics 
‘and Chevron who did a fantastic job. 

‘The next day I set off for England, 
stopping in Singapore for 24 hours, which 
was a mistake. It was expensive and humid— 
4 horrible place. The most interesting thing 
was watching Pilette using bis bargaining 
powers. 


S 


No shark entrants down under, and Peter Gethin didn't 


yet much opportunity to catch any in 


“1 was the first Englishman to win the 
series and in a funny way I'm very proud to 
have won, In motor racing F5000 does not 
mean very much internationally but the Tas- 
man does, maybe less than & used to, but 
T'm very happy to have won it. 

“There was a certain amount of pressure 
fon me from the word go. When I went over 
there I felt, rightly or wrongly, that I wi 
supposed to win. Anyway I really wanted to 
win. As the races went on I felt 
that we were lucky in that other people 
problems and 1 was lucky to win at Puk 
kone. 1 felt there was a lot of pressure 


for me and 1 really tried hard th 
went better than ever with some new bits 
fon and it all went ¢ogether well including 

with “which we'd had a problem 


though, is what makes it such 
good series, Now we know a lot more about 
the car and we improved it throughout—the 
weather was right for testing and everything 
we learnt ne learnt should stand 


we won. Everybody's on the ball, 
how than I ever have been at the 
urprisingly the standard of competition 
over there is very good. People I'd never 
heard of over here went like hell, Not only 
McRae and Matich but people like Max 
Stewart, Johnny Walker, Warwick Brown and 
David ‘Oxton some of who were running 
slightly outdated equipment but were bloody 
‘competitive. The series in my estimation is 
more competitive than any other for F5000. 
Certainly it is the equal of the European series 
and for the number of cars more so than in 
‘America. It isa much harder series, with 
‘eight races in eight weeks, than most people 
imagine. I hope with F5000 and motor racing 

it is, that more people from Europe will be 
interested in doing it next year. I think there 
is room in the calendar for the series and I 
think it is a very necessary thing. It helped 
me being a member of the VDS team who'd 
been there before. They knew exactly what to 


tributed to the fantastic finishing record, 

T think the fact that I won the series 
a European has helped it. I feel that if it 
had stayed there it would have turned into 
a purely domestic series. During the past 
three years it has declined from being a 
major “international series bus because the 
champion is no longer a home driver and with 
Peter Stuyvesant running the series it ought 
to regain its status. 

‘Anyway, at least I've won something this 
year and I'must say it was nice to see the 
‘chequered flag again.” 
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The work of Nazeing’s 
vital rescue unit 


Russell Martin (right) describes this essential service 


Prior to the early sixties there had been 
very little thought given to the problems 
of the chances of driver survival immediately 
‘after a serious incident. Until six-seven years 

10, when a car was involved in an accident 
it was the duty of the Incident Officer or 
Chief Chserver to proceed under the. i 
structions of the clerk of the course to the 
scene of the accident where he would take 
charge and resolve the problem. The RAC's 
“Blue Book" (RAC Motor Sport Regula- 
tions) laid down specific requirements as to 
what he should carry in bis car to effect 
the rescue ; incidentally these regulations are 
still current. To say the least, they are very 
rudimentary; his car shall be equipped with 
a white flag and carry the following tools: 
bolt cutters, tube cutters, hacksaw, pad saw, 
tin snips, grappling hook and sundry smali 
tools. 

For old fashioned racing cars this equip: 
ment was probably sufficient, the cars having 
solid frames and the driver being protected 
to some extent by the front engine. There 
was also plenty of room for the driver to 
mave about so the possibility of being trap- 
ped was much less, 

‘The advent of “the shoe horn specials.” as 
seen in current racing, where the car is 
tailored. to fit the driver with the minimum 
‘Of surplus space. and having rear mounted 
engines, the chance of a driver being trapped 
Is accentuated. In addition the driver is much 
more enclosed by the bodywork and strap- 
ped in with a restraint harness so there is 
no chance of him being ejected from the 
car, which could in turn create other 
problems, Becoming increasingly worried by 
the growing number of horrific accidents, a 
number of interested bodies gave the prob- 
Tem considerable thought, and the present 
conception of “The Rescue Unit" was the 
result 


What is a rescue unit? 


It is a fast, completely self-contained unit, 
that can, under the instructions of the Clerk 
of the Course, proceed to an accident and 
deal with any emergency. situation without 
having to call In additional outside assistance 
T_must be kept in mind that the rescue unit 
Is ‘primarily concerned with the driver: it 
Is not necessarily its concern to deal with 
the car, except possibly to help clear the 
track so that racing ean continue unimpeded 


Hazards 


When a car crashes at high speed the rescue 
Personnel are faced with three main hazards. 
‘The most important is the fire risk. There 
are no actual figures on the subject, but 
reliable sources estimate that in racing car 
crashes, the incidence of fire actually break- 
ing out is as high as 80 per cent. Fortun- 
ately, the majority are extinguished with the 
vehicles’ own built-in systems or by the track 
marshals on the spot. The additional equip- 
ment carried on the unit is used to back up 
these resources. 

‘The second hazard to be dealt with is main. 
taining the life support of a possibly seriously 
injured driver. Finally they must be able to 
extricate him from a mangled machine with- 
out causing further injury or aggravating 
existing ones. 


History 


Much of the credit for the modern rescue 
unit must go to the British Racing and 
Sports Car Club whose original idea it was 
A short time later it was taken up by the 
Nazeing Motor Race Rescue Unit covering 
Southern England. The North of England is 


covered by the Northern Race and Rally 
Rescue Marshals. However, the management of 
the units Is very different. The BRSCC unit 
is financed by club funds with generous 
support from the Ford Motor Company: thelr 
units being normally only in use at speed 
events organised by themselves. The other 
two units are run as independents, and. the 
service they offer is available to any RAC 
recognised club when organising a race meet 
ing or speed event 

‘When ‘the Nazeing unit was formed in 
1969 it only had the use of a Cortina Estate 
car, and two or three members covered 
about 15 meetings with a very limited 
amount of equipment. During the latter part 
of that year Messrs Alexander Duckham, the 
oll company, became very interested in the 
objectives this voluntary group. w 
to achieve and they donated a Ti 
which commenced operations in March 1970. 
All the members of the tean tried to obtain 
Support from commercial inte. ‘sts to enable 
the necessary equipment to be acquired. 
During 1973, the two units the Nazeing group 
operates attended 115 race days. 

‘The team usually consists of six members 
made up of: driver/radio operator; doctor; 
fire marshals; rescue technicians, When on 
duty at race meetings all members of the 
team pay special attention to the clothing 
they wear. Generally a lot of the man-made 
fibres are very inflammable when made up 
into clothing mixtures. The team usually 
wear either woollen or proofed cotton 
garments under the Proban protected fire 
Fesistant overalls. When dealing with fires the 
advantages of using fire resistant materials 

re self-apparent. They are a bright orange 
colour to make the rescue team conspicuous 
to drivers when they are working on the 
track. They also use an industrial pattern 
boot to protect the feet and legs, not only 
from fire and petrol spillage, but’ as mech- 
anical protection if thelr feet get jammed 
lunder a moving car. The head and face are 
protected by safety helmets with poly- 

rbonate visors and neck shields; this ‘with 
ir of aluminised asbestos gauntlet gloves 
completes the protective clothing. 


Transport 


It_will be apparent that to carry out the 
various functions the unit will have to carry 
a great deal of equipment to be self sufficient 
for a day's racing. and considerable thought 
was given to the most suitable form of 
transport. It has to be big enough to carry 
ail the team and possibly an injured driver, 
Should there be insufficient ambulances avail: 
able. At the same time it has to be small 
enough to go out on to the track without cau: 

Ing unnecessary obstruction, and manoeuvrable 
enough to be parked in the Race Control area 
Although the Land-Rover type of vehicle 
is best suited for the cross country operation 
it is nowhere near big enough. The most 
Suitable vehicle has proved to be the long 
wheelbase Transit van, especially one of the 
bigger engined versions. Another problem to be 
taken into account Is the number of tracks 
that are approached through a tunnel. With 
the Transit there is only 5 in clearance in 
the tunnel at Brands Hatch, which is why 
very few of the rescue units use the con- 
ventional rotation beacon seen on ambulances. 


Procedure 


The rescue units are normally alerted for 
action by an instruction from. the clerk of 
the course over the radio or by telephone link, 
but at most tracks in England the units are 
positioned so that they can see the locations 


where accidents are most likely to happen 
Having had many years experience of race 
‘marshalling they can watch a car approach- 
Ing a corner and almost sense when an. in: 

going to happen. It may only be 
the car is off line, or it might bi 
been forced Into a potentially dangerous 
titude by another competitor. ‘There are 
always at least two members of the team 
detailed as look-outs to watch for impending, 
troubles. The unit is alerted and all members 
stand by for action. If a car bas gone off 
course the unit will proceed as near as it 
can to the accident without going onto the 
track or impeding the racing. If the driver 
Is seen to get out of the car unaided, the 
van will return to its location leaving the 
circuit’ marshals to handle the incident 
However, if the shunt Is more severe the 
unit will proceed to the scene if possible 
fon the insfleld or if very lucky, along a 
service road but all the time keeping clear 
of the track. It will be protected by the 
flag marshals holding out a white flag to 
indicate to other competitors that there Is 
a service vehicle on the circuit, When it 
arrives itis assumed that there is risk of 
fire and the necessary drill will be "put Intc 
effect. 


Fire 


This is a very emotive subject; even the 
shouting of the word “Fire” and the clang- 
ing of a fire bell will set the adrenalin 
running and the body is immediately tensed 
up. When dealing with fire it must always 
be treated with very great respect, but at 
the same time the fire fighter must not be 
afraid to get stuck in and deal with it (it Is 
‘a great comfort to the fire fighter if he Is 
Properly equipped and has complete con: 
fidence in his equipment), 


What is fire ? 


It is a chemical reaction and it can be likened 
to the three corners of a triangle: 1, fuel; 
2, oxygen : 3, heat. If any one of the corners 
is knocked off the fire will be extinguished 
This can be explained as: 1, shut off the 
supply of fuel, very difficult if dealing with a 
ruptured fuel’ tank; 2, isolate from the air 
with a blanket of some substance, to prevent 
supply of air reaching the fire, 3, cool down 
the source of heat, There are two main types 
Of fire extinguishers used on race tracks; 
chemical dry powder is the best one for 
spilled petrol, ‘eg Monnex manufactured by 
ICI, and an aqueous chemical foam such as 
Light Water made by 3M, Dry powder has 
a very fast flame “knock down” rate and 
is safe even if used on the driver (with 
caution). However, the powder must com- 
pletely cover the whole area, otherwise the 
flame will creep through and there will be 
a flashback of flame. However, it does not 


AUTOSPORT. MARCH 7, 1974 


cool down thessource of heat. The foam is 
lused partly for this purpose, 

‘When dealing with race track fires the 
RAC, in conjunction with the Pyrene division 
of Chubb Fire Security, have devised a 
‘method known as the 4 by 2 method, where 
the fire is tackled by a team of four fire 
marshals. It is imperative that the fire is 
hit hard and fast to ensure total extinguish 
ment, It is useless for four extinguishers to 
be discharged one after the other in the hope 
that it will douse the fire as all that happens 
is that it just spreads further and will flash 
back over the top of the media that has 
already been laid. o 

‘Two of the marshals using the Monnex 
extinguishers, working with the wind behind 
them, attack the fire working away from the 
cockpit area; they drive the flames away 
from the driver. As they work outwards, the 
other two operators using the “Light Water ” 
smother the entire area with foam, This not 
‘only prevents flash back but also cools down 
the heat sources. As soon as the fire is out, 
the doctor moves in and makes a very rapid 
preliminary assessment of the extent of the 
Injuries. Meanwhile two of the fire marshals 
are standing by with a supply of fresh 
Extinguishers In case of re-ignition. This can 
ily be caused by hot oll dropping on to the 
exhaust as this will spontaneously combust 
without the need of any sparks or flame, 


Resuscitation 


‘The doctor's first duty, or indeed the duty of 
the first person to arrive at the scene of any 
accident not only at the track, is to ensure 
that the casualty is breathing with a cle 
airway and that there is no cardiac arrest 
if resuscitation is not commenced with: 
yeneration of the body cells 
Even before the specialised 
kiss of 


will_commence 
equipment Is brought into use the 
Wife method can be very effectively used 


However, the doctor will probably use a hand 
ventilator of the Ambu Bag or Air Viva type 
to pump air into the lungs. 

‘Meanwhile the rescue technicians are set- 
ting up one of the forced oxygen ventilators 
such as the MinEpac resuscitator. At the 
me ‘time any severe bleeding must be 
arrested with a pressure pad to prevent the 
further loss of blood. These last two functions 
can normally be carried out by the rescue 
Unit leaving the doctor free to make a more 
detailed examination to assess the extent 
of the Injury. Dressings will be placed over 
‘open wounds and any broken limbs will be 
supported. The team under the direction of 
the leader will then formulate plans for 
getting the driver out of the wrecked car 
Without causing further suffering 


Get him out! 


Reduced to very basic terms the common 
types of shunts are either from front or side 
Impact. With a frontal impact the car’s speed 

‘arrested very rapidly but the driver, even 
if well strapped in, will be projected for- 
ward due to the distortions exerted by G 
force. His feet are forced between the pedal 
and he slides off the front edge of the seat 
‘and is trapped by the main structural member 
Surounding the front of the cockpit. At the 
Same time the floor pan can be distorted to 
trap the ankles or the knees behind the 
instrument panel and steering wheel. 

Tn a side impact, the tubular frame or 
monocoque is distorted inwards and the driver 
will be trapped around the waist or hips. 
Tn either case the method of release is 
similar, Parts of the car have got to be out 
or bent out of the way to be able to get at 
the casualty, Most of the normal engineer 
ing methods of high speed metal cutting 
cannot be used because either the heat from 
oxy-acetylene or the sparks from a rotary 
abrasive disc cutter could start a fire. 

‘Most of the rescue units use the Cengar 
Saw, which is a compressed air operated 
reciprocating hacksaw using a special type 
of blade which is sparkles. This tool is 
ideal for cutting across tubes or heavily 
formed body support sections. During a re- 
cent accident it took 98 seconds to cut 
through the roof support pillars of a crashed 
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The Nazeing unit's Minivan at Brands Hatch last weekend. The staff are almost entirely 


volunteers 


Escort to give the doctors access to the very 
Severely Injured driver. If long cuts have to 
be made in normal body panels the Rippa 
gun found in any body/panel shop is used. 

Very often after some of the metal has 
been cut it has got to be bent away to allow 
further progress, and for this a Blackhawk 
Porta-Power hydraulic ram is brought into 
operation. This Is a short ram unit about 
12 in long that can be extended to about 
18 in exerting a force of up to 10 tons. The 
rescue set contains a number of extension 
tubes that are fitted to the basic ram after 
the frst extension has been retracted thus 
extending the reach of the Basic ram to 
Aimost any length desired. There are a num- 
ber of different end fittings and sole pl 
that enable a purchase to be obtained on 

most any surface from as little as 3 in 
apart, 


Life support 


Obviously during these rescue operations the 
driver can be in considerable pain. The 
doctors do not like to use the normal type 
of pain killing drugs as they can possibly 
mask further Injuries when the casualty is 
subsequently examined in the medical centre. 
Recently the British Oxygen Company 
developed an analgesic gas called Entonox, 
850 per cent mixture of oxygen and nitrous 
oxide (laughing gas) principally used in mid- 
witty. The gas’ is self-administered by a 
hand held mask, the flow being controlled 
by a demand valve. After the patient bi 
taken a number of the 
relieving 

partially ani 
dose the hand holding the mask falls away 
and he resumes breathing normal air until 
full consciousness is regained when the cycle 
is recommenced 

If the driver had been severely burned or 
Jost a considerable amount of body fluid or 
blood, the level must be restored to prevent 
further complications setting in. The normal 
blood plasma cannot be used due to cross 
matching problems and the difficulty of sterile 
Storage on the unit. A number of different 
types of volume expanders are carried. These 
can be used as a temporary expedient until 
th full facilities of the circuit medical centre 
can be utilised. 

‘Once all the metal work, trapping the driver 
in the car has been removed, the casualty can 
then be very carefully lifted clear of the 
wreckage. Very great care must be taken 
at this stage, if che driver is suffering from 
any neck or back injuries. The slightest 


cause an. enormous amount 
injury and possible paralysis for life He is 
placed on a Lomas trolley stretcher that has 
been brought out of the van, and held in 
position to reduce the chance of aaddi- 
tional injuries, then transported to the medical 
centre under the care of the doctor where he 
is very carefully examined prior to (forward) 
transmission to hospital by one of the regular 
circuit ambulances. In no way must the very 
Valuable service given by the Red Cross and 
St John Ambulance Brigades be denigrated 
by the use of a rescue unit as the services 
are supplementary and perform a very vital 


function in motor sport. 
‘As with all circuit marshals, the members 
of the rescue units are unpaid volunteers. The 
Nazeing unit has about 38 members, none 
of them having any professional connections 
with the motor trade or the sport. Their 
Secupations cover a whole range of jobs from 
civil servants t0 
printers. Some members of the team have at- 
fended 40 or more meetings during the year. 
They often leave thelr base in Essex about 
5am to reach some of the furthermost cir» 
‘cuits so that they can sign on prior to the start 
of practice, which Is usually about 9 am, On 
some Bank Holiday evenings when the roads 
are crowded it is often 11.30 pm before they 
get home, which makes a long day, but for- 


Einately. for the sport, they” are all 
enthustaste 
Finances 


‘The unit makes a small charge to cover the 
ai but_ gr 
reliance hi 

sponsors to help with the cost’ of 
‘equipment which, due to its specialised nature, 
is'very expensive, It is reckoned that one 
unit's equipment alone is worth £2,000, 

‘Over the years, various approaches have 
been made to the RAC and the circuit owners 
to try and get all the units placed on an official 

‘but the authorities seem to be very slow 
Jing action. Even such directly interested 
parties as the GPDA and other driver and con- 


Structor associations do not appear very inter- 
ested in what the volunteer bod 
to do 


fare trying 
the safety and well being of 
ous incidents. The training of 
the teams is another problem when the costs 
involved in fire training alone are considered. 
Some costing figures were recently published 
and it was estimated that to organise a train. 
ing session for 100 marshals It would cost 
about €1,000. When a race is held on the 
GP circuit at Brands Hatch there are about 
280 circuit marshals on duty. 

‘Additional to fire craining, the rescue unit 
by doctors and 
. Talks are also 
‘given by technical representatives on the use 
of the specialised equipment, not only to ii 
Struct the trainees, but to improve the tech. 
niques and iron out any difficulties that may 

the equipment. 


One of the probl 
is, strange as it may sound, being able to get 
hold of damaged cars on which to practice cut- 
ting and, even more important rescue methods, 
0 if any racing team has any damaged cars 
beyond economic repair, it seems that they can 
still serve some useful function. 

From what we have seen it does appear that 
the sport in general has got to do something 
to support these voluntary units, as it seems 
ridiculous. that ina multi-million pound 
industry the rescue unit members are expected 
to support the professional teams out of their 
‘own pockets. Perhaps for the 1974 seaso 
‘we might possibly see one of the major spon- 
sors trying to do something to promote safet 
rather than the odd spokesman issuing a pre: 
release of what they intend to do prior to 
putting it back in the filing system, 


ru 


Special stage 


Green Paper recommendations 


Last Friday morning the results of 
the RAC’s green paper delibera- 
tions became known when a 
ress conference was held at Pail 
Mall, Earlier in the week a meet 
ing was held at the RAC where 
16 area associations turned up to 
debate the paper. Each associa: 
tion had been given a specific 
clause (0 analyse and the findings, 
Suggestions and theories were 
then assimilated. The press 
briefing followed an RAC ‘com 
mittee meeting held on Thursday 
The basic results and recommen 
dations from the discussions are 
as follows, 


Rallies on the public highway 
of the type we experience today, 
Je, competitive in a driving sense. 
cannot be allowed to continue In 
the same numbers and more off 
highway facilities is a major 
priority. Ministry of Defence land, 
Coal Board land, disused railways 
and other land under government 
control was suggested as. re 
quired to help. A form of diver 
sion of traffic from suitable areas 
is also @ requirement 

A ayatem should be devised to 
give event organisers clearer res 
ponsibilities. The organisers 
should also’ bear more responsi 
bilities and if too. much of a 
burden for one person, provision 
should be made for joint respons! 
bility. A grading system should be 
introduced for organisers at four 
levels, starting with events of 
50 competitive miles (no non: 
competitive link sections — in. 


cluded) and limited to 50 com- 
petitors. Grade Two for events 

100 competitive miles and 
competitors, Grade Three for 150 
competitive miles also with 90 
competitors and a fourth final 
grade without limits; basically 
for the home internationals. Any 
miles with a time penalty for 
lateness would be considered as 
competitive miles. Organiser up. 
grading would happen after proof 

three events of the lower grade 
to have been carried out without 
problem or unrealistic complaints. 
‘Organisers would then be licensed 
to move up one grade. System 
would have to start with already 
proven organisers graded to their 

Paperwork of rallies must be 
altered. and simplified and be 
available for show to be abso 
lutely above-board (no pruning) 
All events must be timed so as 
it is impossible to make up time 
to original after lost time be- 
tween controls 


Public relations work must be 
clarified and simplified with a 
minimum legal requirement. There 
must be an established minimum 
Of information to local on-route 
dwellers, police, farmers union 
and similar bodies. Clearer def- 
nitions of lighting and noise must 
be established: all could be 
dealt with by Jaws. Tolerable 
Auisance level of rallies through 
various areas to be reviewed 
Intervals between events may 
vary in different areas taking 


into account time of year, night 
traffic, holiday traffic times, etc 
Control would be selectively 
applied 

Little will happen this year 
but for 1975 events in. holiday 
areas would be carefully con. 
trolled and commercial cham- 
plonships, run wholly on the 
road would be curtailed as most 
ad rally drivers, the quick 
nes, are sponsored and this in 
effect is causing too much of a 
press-on-regardless spirit — det 
Fimental to sport's image, The 
committee decided that sponsor 
Ship is best left, and wholly 
suited, to special stage events. A 
cost increase is also forecast as 
nevitable as there cannot be 
thoroughly better supervision on 
a voluntary basis, 

Regarding events this year, and 
the energy. problems, the RAC 
pointed out that although rally 
Ing uses 350,000 gallons of fuel 
—all with excise duty and that 
Wf one in 10 rally drivers. keeps 


his car specifically for rallying 
there is the revenue of | 1,000 
Ticensed cars which amounts to 


a combined direct income of 
£100,000 per year and with 
12,000 rally licences issued there 
ls" good reason for rallying to 
continue. In the public image sav- 
ing of petrol ete will be likely 
without any change (we hope 
there will not be stricter con 
trols) even though the 30 per 
cent saving has’ already been 


achieved while we have been 
without events over the past few 
months 

The recommendations overall 
appear to be—very strict con: 
trol of road events and a stop to 
competitive commercially backed 


road championships. An examina. 
ton and work towards greater 
use of forests and other off-road 
nd. Streamlined and improved 
systems {0 ensure no cowboy 
events. Grading of organisers to 
ensure correct. attitude, quality 
and running of event and rulings 
greatly Improve PR work and 
Information to local authorities, 
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New Lancia Beta 
Coupé to replace 
1-6 Fulvia HF 


Above left: New Beta Coupé 
tried over mountain roads on its 
Monte Carlo. introduction . last 
week Lancia Competitions Man- 
ager Cesare Fiorio predicted 
220 bhp using @ four-valve head. 
First rally Beta Coupe was due 
to be finished in time for a 
shake-down event last weekend 
Below left: First of the official 
production Lancia Stratos was 
Giso on hand last week at Mont 
Carlo. First plans are for a 
homologation ‘run of 500 cars 
though with @ suitable demand 
more may be built. 


edited by lan Sadler 


Shortened 

Circuit 

ot the Circa oF teeland Ines 
paitosgl Boley fee ehorteneal 
Foote ton 1180 miten Further 
Kea saving. maseuret, have, been 
mh) ee or| 
from Enniskillen on Friday, April 
the. ‘Manor House Hotel, "Kills 


halt at approximately Gam and 
the ‘will continue ‘with a 
shortened run. to. Killarney 


arriving at lunchtime on Satur. 
day. The famous Sunday run has 
had to be drastically cut but it 
will feature all-new stages. The 
cars are expected to arrive back 
in Killarney at about 3.30 pm. 
The rally will re-start at 2.30 pm 
on Easter Monday with a shor- 
tened run to Kilkenny. The last 
section is overnight, finishing in 
Newcastle at approximately 
10.30.am on Tuesday, April. 16. 


Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
— rally entries 


As promised, entry secretaries 
for the first three rounds of the 
Castrol/Avrosronr Special Stage 
Championship are now 
ailable. They are as follows 
ff Lines: Dick Newsum, 
The Old Vicarage, Scamblesby, 
Lines (Tel: Stenigot 207), Welsh 
Rally : Mrs Viv Williams, 
Grove, Lisvane, Cardiff € 
(Tet: Cardiff” 755068), 
Dales : Mrs Sylvia Pike, 
greaves Garth, Sandie, 
field WF2 G6DY (Tel: Wakefield 
55786 (after 6 pm). 


Ross Finlay 
rally course 


Ress Finlay, the Scottish motor- 
ing correspondent/rally co-driver, 
has just published a new rally 
pavigation course, The new 
course comes in the form of @ 
big. fat, book packed with “all 
you ever wanted to know about 
navigaticn but were afraid to 
ask” and within its 40,000 words, 
explanations, diagrams and map 
exercises. is enough basic to 
advanced navigation to keep 

wudents busy for months. OS 
sheer 159 is included in the 
course and all the exercises take 
place cn this map. Final part of 
the new course (cost £7) ts a 50 
mile practical on-the-road. test. 
To take it, students select a suit- 
able map from a list of 20 which 
range over the country from 
Devon to Inverness. The course 
is available from Ross at 28 West 
Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 
SAW. 


Mintex 
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Special stage 


Tony Fall to 


head new 


Opel Dealer Team cars 


Opel dealers in the United King. 
dom have formed a dealer team 
to be managed by Tony Fall. 
The team will cover both saloon 
car racing (with one Commodore 


GSE) and rallying with two 
Asconas. ‘The team (DOT) plan 
to use a G2 car, prepared ini 
tially by Steinmetz, to tackle the 
RAC Rally. championship... start 
ing with the Welsh Rally. The 


other Ascona will be Gl and this 


car will be entered principally in 
Castrol/Aurosromt rounds. The 
team may also run a Kadett in 
rallyeross if time permits. No 
drivers for the rally cars have 
yet been named. In the course of 
the next few months supplies of 
special competition spares will 
be made available to prospective 
competitors in Opel cars, through 
the usual Opel dealer ‘network 


Welsh Rally news 


Regulations for the international 
Welsh Rally (May 10-12) are 
available now. Supported by 
Fram and Castrol the Welsh is 
again # qualifying round of the 


European. Drivers Championship 
and the rally will follow its 
familiar pattern with about 600 
road miles including approxi 
mately 200 over loose and sur. 
faced” special stages. As pre: 
viously the start will be from 


Barry with an optional scrutineer: 


ing on ‘Thursday, May 9. The 
start. will be on Friday even. 
ing before two nights and one 


day of rallying will see the sur. 
vivors back at Barry on Sunday 
at around noon, Road mileage, at 
about 600 miles, Is reduced as an 
economy measure and the aver 
fage speed for road sections will 
be set at 25 mph. 

‘The Welsh Is also a round of 
the "RAC Rally Championship, 
BTRDA Gold Star series and the 
Castrol/Avtosrort Special Stage 
Rally Championship. 


@ Anyone with an international 
Heence want to co-drive on the 
TAP? Barry Hooper has a 
accepted entry and is short of 
@ co-driver. The car is an Escort 
RS1600 supported by Vospers of 
Plymouth. Contact Barry on 
ymouth 71391. 


Ford series for 
RS2000s too 


d have released an outline 
plan of thelr championship rally 
Series which this year will in- 
clude “RS2000s as. well as 
Mexicos, At present it is 
thought that there will be eight 
championship rounds, seven of 
Which will count for points that 
Will be separately calculated for 
Mexico and RS2000 competitors. 
There will be two top awards, 
one for each class, and these will 


probably take the form of trips 
to Finland for Srst-hand rally 
tuition. 


‘Qualifying events are likely to 
include ‘one international (The 
Manx), a couple of national ral: 


Hes and the remainder of res- 
tricted status. First’ event is 
scheduled to be the  Mintex 


Dales with one per month there. 
after. Full regulations and fur- 
ther details will be available by 


writing to Tony Mason, Com. 
petitions Co-ordinator, Ford 
Competitions Department, Bore- 
ham Airfield, Boreham, near 
Chelmsford, Essex 

Ford Competitions Manager 


Peter Ashcroft says of the new 
championship “ We're now look. 
ing for this series to come up 
with some really fast British 
loose surface drivers with real 
potential for the future.” 


Part of a gruelling 300 km stretch of sand road. Two particular hazards 


drifts : Two, large dry. thorns from 


‘One, put a wheel wrong and the car is very likely off into soft 


the bush plants which puncture 


tyres with the same effectiveness as large nails. The recce Escort suf- 
fered two such punctures on this stretch. An additional hazard comes 


{in the shape of giant Mercedes and Be 
intervals — always travelling flat out 
“Usually they move over a bit.” 
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erliet trucks at about two hourly 
Comment from Henry Liddon 


World Cup Rally — recce notes 


The two men responsible for the 
recce of the UDT World Cup 
Rally (May 5-25), cool and calcu: 
fating Henry Liddon and that 
irrepressible Irishman, Jim Gavin, 
have both now completed their 
route survey. They look to have 
done well, ¢oo, for the "74 mara- 
thon’s snake-like passage through 
Europe and Africa will take in 
special stages from no less than 
15 international rallies. These will 
Include the RAC, Firestone, 
Spanish, Sherry, Moroccan, Al- 
gerian, “Aegean, Acropolis, "Aus 
trian ‘Alpine and Semperit with 
stages in many other rally areas. 

‘After a. recent conversation 
with these two intrepid gentlemen 
the impression gained was that 
though the aforementioned stages 
are going to be tough and arduous 
for the heavily laden World Cup 
competitors—it is on the sections 
over the Sahara and between such 
places as In Salah and Taman- 
rasset_ where the rally is going 
to sort out the men from the 
boys, The terrain of these sections 
Is tike nothing that has been ex- 
perienced by rally cars before. 
The size and silence of these 
parts is quite profound, though 
never awe-inspiring in a conven- 
tional sense; and that is accord. 
ing to Henry Liddon (who has 
been at one time or another just 
about everywhere). 

The sandy and rocky roads are 
going to be more than just a new 
experience for many of the com: 
petitors. Jim Gavin admitted that 
0a leaving the comparative ease 
of the “tarmac” road where it 
abruptly ends, he managed to bor. 
the recce Escort down within 
three miles. However, he quickly 


a 
Xa 
Le 


Turkey just a few weeks ago; the recce car exploring a suitable 


road. 


potted out, they did not become 
bogged down once on the return 
leg. He explained that the drivers 
wili soon notice very slight 
changes in road appearance be- 
tween soft and hard; in some 
cases it was found best to leave 
what looks to be the obvious 
road completely to avold a soft 
atch. 

Some idea of the distances in 
volved and the marvellously clear 
atmosphere of the African sec- 
tions can be realised by thelr 
story of meeting up with a 
* friendly " Land-Rover travelling 
the same road. Liddon and Gavin 
went on ahead and a few hours 
later stopped to pitch a tent for 
the night. They saw the head: 
lamps of the approaching Land: 
Rover one and a half hours before 
fe arrived to join them at their 
camp site, It had been travelling 
ata steady 30-40 mph 

The highest temperature _re- 
corded in the car was 122F and 
cold 7C,—even sleeping 
fully clothed in newspaper lined 
sleeping bags could not keep the 

"The car used for the entire re- 
connaissance was a Ford Escort 
RS2000, a G2-prepared car with 
160 bhp engine, twin 20-gallon 
fuel tanks, two six-gallon water 
containers ‘and a very solid roof 


Fack apart from all the usual 
rally bits. The roads on the 
African sections required the 


front struts to be changed twice 
but no further attention was re- 
quired and the car used no oll 
and water ¢hroughout. Tackling 
the sections at rally speeds it is 
very doubtful if any competitors 
will be #0 lucky. 


+ examination reveals that 
ranean type. The place is 
tage 


icore road in the Hoggar Mountains. Described by Henry 


Liddon as “ideal fast rally road. 


The section pictured here goes on 


for 145 km between Tamanrasset and Hirafok and on their drives over 
this section no-other traffic was encountered. 
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BRANDS HATCH 


An encouraging opener 


By ROBERT FEARNALL Pictures by PETER BURN 


‘A crowd of over 3500 turned 


at Brands Hatch last Sunday to see the start of the 


‘new season in pleasant, sunny conditions after all the winter turmoll. Of the eight championship 
races, slickly organised by the Surrey centre of the BARC, four were for Formula Ford and 


after three heats and a 


1a — all of the same eight-lap distance — Richard Morgan emerged 
for Men Championship round in his Inst year’s Ray 
Involving fellow Ray driver Stephen South and Syd Fox's Hawke. 


ter a close, 


Gerry Marshall had an unexpectedly comfortable victory with his freshly-bodied 2.3 Firenza 


in the large capacity Simohiz special saloon race aft. 
jocal 


and Jeff Ward be: 


race, both driving Imps, The new tyre regulations in production saloon car racing provided some 
problems in the opening round of the new Triplex Championship, but not for Nigel Stovin- 


Bradford whose Stuart Graham-prepared Camaro romped away’ with the race 
Ridgard spun his Chevrolet. The programme also included the BARC’s sports GT champion: 
now sponsored by Tricentrol, and although regular champion Jeremy Lord won the race, 
recently acquired 3-1 "Tas 

fons completed in time for Sunday's meeting, but the clrcult_ was 
hree-month winter break, keeping lap times well out of reach of the 


time It was at the wheel of 
the extensive pit 


Syd Fox played his Wella double points 
joker at this meeting and partially justified 
his decision by winning the first’ FF heat. 
Richard Morgan's 73 Ray Initially held the 
lead with Fox coming under heavy pressure 
from ‘Stephen South's latest Ray, but on the 
third lap Fox's new Hawke DL Il slipped in 
to the lead leaving Paddock Bend with South 
following Fox through in 4o second place at 
Druids. A superbly olose battle between 

trio ensued, but neither Ray driver could 
usurp the Hawke and South kept his direction 
over Morgan. Former FF Alexis driver Geoff 
Lees dropped back to a comfortable fourth 
with his Royale RP16 although Bernard 
Vermitio’s new Van Diemen reduced Lees’ 
advantage in the closing stages, Vermilio— 
back in FF following his escapades in F3 
eventually got the better of a fourcar 
battle over Richard Eyre’s droop-nosed Dulon 
LP 1SE, Tif Needell's Elden Mk 10C and 
Canadian Chris Mudge whose | Merlyn 
Mk 20A had its nosecone sent flying In 
the hectic first lap dash to Paddock Bend. 

‘The second heat was much more clear-cut, 
for Rob Wicken's Merlyn Mk 17A gobbled up 
Alo Lawler’s Hawke DL 11 on the second 
lap after the latter appeared to jump the 

fart, but it didn’t matter 
ler's'WRA engine expired in a cloud of smoke 
‘entering Paddock for the third time. Interest 
therefore centred on second place which Scot 
man Graham Cuthbert was doing his utmost 
to hold on to with his "73 Van Diemen from 
John Murphy's Tricentrol Hawke, and Cuth. 
bert succeeded after some mid-iap changes 
of pla 

After making a very good start from the 
middle of the front row, Roy Klomfass looked 
all set to take the third and final Wella FF 
heat with tis new Hawke DL 11, but Peter 
White's old faithful Palliser WDF2 soon 
pulled in the leader after which the «wo 
touched at Druids, enabling Lou de 5 
Merlyn Mk 20A and Matthew Argenti's latest 
Mk 25 Merlyn to close significantly on them. 
Klomfass managed to hold the upper hand 
Fight up until the last corner, on the exit of 
which the South African fumbled his gears 
and White pulled our of Kiomfass's slipstream 
land crossed the line leas than a nose’s length 
ahead of the Hawke. Right behind, Argenti 
Went too wide at Druids on the last lap, but 
still finished hard on the heels of Marco’ who 
attempted to go by both the leaders at one 
stage. 

Drama occurred at the start of the final 
when Fox's Hawke couldn't be mustered into 
life thanks to a dud battery, bur frantic 
efforts in borrowing a battery from Ken 
Silverstone’s Hawke DL 11 enabled Fox to 
get to the line. However, he took his pole 
Position spot after the 1m signal unpenalised 
which officially should not Be permitted, as 
after the 2 m board has been displayed a 
‘Starter must start from the back of the grid. 

‘And it was Fox who went to the front 
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ter Bob 


itre Lol 


Frantic mid-week work saw 


under pressure again from the Rays of 
Morgan’ and South, and Richard Morgan 
swapt past the Hawke entering Paddock for 
the ‘second time. In fact, the final was very 
much @ repetition of the first heat with this 
leading trio indulging in an exciting tussle 
in which Fox was demoted to ehird for a 
couple of taps around mid-distance by South. 
Morgan kept his tiny advantage to the finish, 
with Fox taking to the grass at Clearways In 
his efforts to get by and make full use of the 
double points joker. Lees" Royale lost ts 
fourth place by dint of some autocrossing 
along Bottom Straight on the ¢hird lap, his 
misdemeanor being to Rob Wicken's advan- 
tage for the latter's Merlyn inherited the 
Position unchallenged while Lees all but took 
fifth place on the line trom Vermilio's Van 
Diemen. Fractions behind this pair, Kiomfass 
was repeating bis heat duel with White's 
Palliser and again the two cars finished the 
race side-by-side but on his occasion Kiom- 
fass had the advantage. Showing how closely 
contested his short final was, there was only 
& second between this near dead-heat and 

jother in which Mudge's Merlyn reversed 
the first heat order by beating Tift Needell 
and Richard Eyre, with Cuthbert’s Van Die- 
men hard on the 

‘Simoniz were warded for tht 
sponsorship of the MCD special saloon car 
championstip, with good fields for the Up t0 
and over 1 iltre races. However the up to 
1 litre event lost front row contender Peter 
Baldwin in practice, when his smare Mini- 
Holbay Ford locked” brakes and. skated 
straight on in to the bank at Druids, causing 
considerable damage. ‘The other main Mini 
‘opponent to the Imps, John Schneider's 
Holbaypowered version, did little better as it 
emitted enormous clouds of smoke on the 
first lap and soon retired, alter achieving 
second best practice time. 

Meanwhile Midlander Jeff Ward was receiy- 
ing little opposition to his first place. His 
Greetham Engineering of Coventry-prepared 
imp Jost a iarge ‘amount of water” shortly 
yefore the start and when smoke appeared 
too, Ward's race seemed destined to last for 
less than a Jap. But he went straight into 
unchallenged lead and even when a large 
trail of steam reappeared in the later stages 
of the race, it was nothing to stop Ward 
keeping a couple of seconds ahead of local 
farmer John Homewood whose Kent Messeng 
Imp was somewhat lacking in power. 

Following Mike Chapple's pirhouette with 
his 1 litre Imp at Clearways at half-distance, 
third place was left to the Jeading 850— 
Alan ‘Rogers’ Peter Vickers-engined Mini 
which was initially some distance ahead of the 
550 Longman Minis of Robin Brookes and 
Neil Dineen, the latter's car now appeari 
in official Longman colours and featuring & 
newly designed engine and rear suspension 
set-up. Last year's MCD champion Dineen 
was suffering quite a loss of power in the 


The Camaros of Stovin-Bradford and Ridgard lead Witl 
new Lola leads Goss’ Gropa in the Tricentrol GT event | 


(below, right) 
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Firenza and the rest in the Triplex race (above). Lord's 


Dw, left), Morgan leads South and Fox in the FF final 
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race thanks to a dropped valve, but with two 
laps remaining he went by Brookes and closed 
significantly on Rogers on the last lap, to 
draw alongside in a very exciting finish just 
failing by 0.6 s to take the class win. 

Prospects for the large-engined Simoniz 
saloon race looked great, with the front row 
‘comprising Colin Hawker’s Capri-DFV, Nick 
Whiting's Escor-FVC and Gerry Marshall's 
23 le-valve Blydenstein Firenza, featuring 
the new type Firenza nose section, and all 
three looked absolutely immaculate. Tyre- 
wise Marshall sported Goodyears to the other 
two Pirestone runners and it was the Firenza 
which screamed in to the lead followed by 
Whiting and Hawker, the potent Capri looking 
much more stable this season. Whiting’s All 
Car Equipe Escort—now fitted with an Alan 
Smith 1.9 FVC engine—lost second place to 
Hawker on the inside of Kidney on the 
second lap and just when it seemed the Capri 
was going to press the Firenza hard, i¢ sud- 
Genly went all rough and Hawker retired to 
the pits after three Japs to discover that the 
radiator cap had come adrift. 

‘Whiting, t00, was in trouble, for a rod to 
the metering unit had come adrift, and th 
Groped well back but still held on to sec 
place. Tony Rosen's familiar Mustang th 
fore took third place, but not without 
struggle for he was harried throughout the 
race by Rob Mason, easy leader of the 
1300 oc class with Ais ingenious and beautl- 
fully built Tecalemit fuel-injected Mint 
(asing assistance and parts from Jim 
‘Whitehouse /Equipe Arden). Mason natur- 
ally lost out on the straights to the Mustang 
‘which started <o misfire in the closing laps, 
but Rob nipped by on the inside of Cl 
ways for the last time only to have Rosen 
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Belt by him again on the straight run-in to 
the flag. 

‘The new limitations imposed on tyres. per- 
mitted “for production saloon car racing 


climinated the 3 litre Capris of Zekia Redjep 
and Martin Carroll from the grid after they 
practised on Torinos and Klebers which were 
Allowed last year. The front row there- 
fore left <wo identically coloured Camaros, 
Dut apare from the colours and the wearing 
of Goodyear Polygias tyres, that's where the 
wimilarity ended. Nigel Stovin-Bradford had 
just taken delivery of his Camaro from Stuart 

raham Motors while Bob Ridgard (who 
drove Les Leston’s car very rapidly on occa- 
‘Sons last year) was at the wheel of a true 
Fond-going version which had just been driven 
Up from Portugal. In fact, # was pleasing to 
note ¢hat many of the cars in this race were 
Proper road cars, driven to and from the 
Circuit, and there was certainly plenty of 
variation in the mal 

But never one to be oie down by more 
horsepawer, Barrie Williams challenged the 
Camaros on the first tap with his GN. Vaux- 
hall Magnum—even getting by them briefly 
at Clearways—but tat was as close as he 
got, with Stovin-Bradford holding the edge 
‘Over his Camaro rival for the lead, Ridgard 
made quite a number of attempts ¢o wrest 
the Jead from the former Hunter driver, Bob 
deing particularly perturbed by Nigel's early 
braking points, but Ridgard then chrow his 
chances away by spinning out of Druids on 
the fourth lap. Stovin-Bradford was lef 
commanding winner while Williams's enthu- 
Slastic motoring in second place nearly got 
the better of tim on the penultimate lap 
when he buried he rear of she car well in 
to the foliage at Clearways but still managed 
to emerge unscathed to maintain second place 
and the class win. 

‘Atter dropping to sixth, Ridgard's whisper. 
ing, silenced Camaro took Derrick Brunt's 
last_ year's model Pirenza on the line for 
third place overall, Brunt’s Avon-shod car 
taking second in class to Williams's Magnum 
which used Kleber GTS V10s. Geoff Evans's 
ex-Allan Wilkinson Escort Mexico <ook third 
in he €1,250-€1,500 class, after disputing 
fifth place ‘on the’ road with Jon Dooley's 1.5 
Alfetta which had to give way on the last 
tap, at ‘still took third in its class behind 
the Camaros 

‘The best dispute came in the £1,000 to 
£1,249 class between three Chrysler Avengers 
with Bill Sydenham’s Avon-shod version (built 
by Ivan Dutton) battling out the class 


lead and just beating Alan Minshaw's Miche: 
lin XAS-shod Demon Tweeks/Anchor Motors 
Chester Avenger, with Peter Siade’s version 
(running on Uniroyals) ceeling in the other 
pair in the closing laps to finish 04 s adrift 
Of Minshaw. Keith Wallace's Simca Rallye 
was no match for the Avengers on this occa- 
Sion, and similarly the Moskvich 412 of Tony 
Stubbs was completely annihilated by Simon 
‘Watson's Imp Sport in the cheapest class. 

‘Although virtually nothing had been altered 
to his 2 litre Chevron-based Gropa-BMW 
since last season, Tim Goss was motoring 
very rapidly in the Tricentrol sports GT race 
to lead from pole position for the first six 
Japs. By ‘which time Jeremy Lord had got 
in to the swing of things tn his ex-Casoni 
Lola T280-DFV" (the car sounding beautiful 
and looking immaculate in its Minilite 
colours) and rocketed in to the lead for the 
Fomaiming two tours. Malcolm Clube's elderly 
MoLaren-Ford MIC was relegated to the 
back of the grid for arriving after the 2 m 
board had been displayed, and then incurred 
two 10's penalties for a push and jump start; 
however, he shot into ahird place by the first 
corner and that's where he remained for the 
race although the penalties dropped him back 
to fifth and he managed a brief spin at 
Druids. It was again a class battle which 

the best finish with Jen Tait 

Royale-FVA RPS closing the gap and pas 
Peter Andrews’ Bradshaw Plant Hire Marti 
FVA. BMIO. (which very nearly collected 
Lord's sideways Lola at the start) on the 
penultimate Imp, but Andrews retaliated and 

y Finished virtually level with the Royal 
taking the ‘verdict. Meanwhile Michi 
Andrews’ little Alexis-JDM. was lapping 
rapidly as ever and in addition to walking 
away with the 1300 class, finished sixth ove 
all ahead of John Cole's ex-Canon Came 
‘Chevron-FVC B21/23, a: wasn't John Ma 
key's day; bis Lotus 30 suffered a small 
conflagration prior to practice and then the 
clutch went on his first practice tap! 
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By ANTHONY PRITCHARD 


‘The Coopers, father and son, achieved fame in several different motoring spheres, by their 
ploneering activities in 500 ce racing and thelr eventual domination of the category, by thelr 
domination of Grand Prix racing In 1959-60 with the first successful, rear-engined. Formula 
‘One cars, and by the development of the Mini-Cooper. Although Cooper's main claint to fame 
Hes In the success of their rear-engined ears, it was with a front-engined design that the team 
first made a serious impact on the Grand Prix scene. 


In the tong chain of events that _car, did the Coopers find that they were build. 
accompanied Britain's gradual rise asa — ing’a possible Grand Prix wincer 

power in Grand Prix racing, from the HWM ‘One ‘serious obstacle facing any potential 
team’s pioneering Continental forays of 1949 Formula 2 constructor in the United Kingdom 
‘onwards to the World Championship victories was the lack of suitable, competitive power 
of Vanwall and Cooper-Climax, the successes unit. The Coopers, like ERA and Frazer Nash, 
of the front-engined Cooper-Brs'ol_ were @ chose che 1971 ec (66 x 96 mm) six-cylinder 
vital link. The Cooper-Bristol was the first Bristol engine which was based on the pre-war 
British car to consistently finish in the first BMW 328. By pre-war standards the. BMW 
six in International Grands Prix and it was engine with hemispherical. combustion 


the car that brought Mike Hawthorn to fame. chambers and the exhaust valves operated by 
‘After the Coopers had bu'lt a large num: over push-rods (to avold the necessity 
ber of the original 500 cc single-seaters, they overhead camshafts) was an advanced 


decided to turn their talents to the construc- design. In its most advanced 1952 form, how- 
tlon-of sports cars. Initially they planned a ever, with three Solex ca’burettors the Bristol 
light rear-engined car to be powered by & unit had a power cutput of only 127 bhp at 
Triumph twin-cylinder motor-cycle engine. 5800 rpm, some 35-40 bhp less than the twin 
‘This project was abandoned and instead, in overhead camshaft engines used by Ferrari 
1949, ‘the Coopers built a front-eng ned ‘car and Maserati, Another problem was that the 
Powered by a 1600 ce Vauxhall Wyvern engine Bristol was a very deep engine and its depth 
and with a Vauxhall three-speed gearbox. The made k imposvible to bulld a car with a 1ow 
body was a stark two-seater with cycle wings. bonnet-line, unless the engine was canted in 
Subsequently the more powerful MG "TD" the frame or conve-ted to dry sump lubrica. 
engine was substituted. A total of six Cooper- tion. The Cooper-Brisvol was also fitted with 
MG cars were built and they were extensively a Bristol four-speed gearbox. 
raced in British events. The best known Although there were no hopes that the new 
example was JOY 500, Cliff Davis* car, which car would prove as fas’ as the Ferraris, the 
was constructed in 1952 and had a very stylish Coopers went a long way towards overcoming 
body copied from the Superleggera Touring the defic'encies of the Bristol engine by 
design fitted to Ferrari 2litre V-I2 cars building the chassis as light as possible. The 
‘The success of the early MG-powered cars chassis frame consisted 0° two main drilled, 
encouraged the Coopers to build a more  bax-section side-members, with a tubular 
ambitious car for Formula 2 racing and work superstructure running parallel to and above 
on this started in the autumn of 1951. the sidemembers and “hoop”-shaped mem- 
Formula 2, a lesser Formula for cars of up to bers to provide addit’onal rigidity mounted 
2000 cc unsvpercharged and 500 cc super- behind the radiator, in fron’ of the scu'tle 
charged (in fact no supercharged cars were and to the rear of the driver's seat. As on 
raced) had been introduced for che 1948 Cooper 50s, there was independent suspen- 
season. It was well-supported by Continental sion front and rear by wishbones. a h gh-set 
constructors, including Ferrari in Italy, and in transverse leaf spring and Armstrong. tele- 
the United Kingdom by Connaught and HWM. scopic shock-absorbers. Rack and pinion 
Following the withdrawal from racing of Alfa steering was fitted, the Lockheed tydraulic 
Romeo at the end of the 1951 season it looked brakes had 10-inch drums which were Integral 
as though Grand Prix racing would prove with the 15-inch cast alloy bolt-on wheels 
a Ferrari benefit if continued in its existing {another feature derived from Cooper 500 
form. As a result it was eventually decided practice) and there was a to-al fuel capacity 
that all World Championship races in 1952-53 Of 24 gallons. There was a vee-shap-d water 
would be held to Formula 2 regulations. Only _radiatcr with the oll radiator set in the vee. 


after they had started work on their new The dry weight of the complete car was @ 
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This photograph of Jimmy Stewart with the Ecurie Ecosse Cooper-Bristol shows clearly the Ferrart-inapired body style 


Recalling the Cooper-Bristols 


fraction over 9 ewt and it was the lighte: 
of all Formula 2 desipns. 

Apart from the works prototype, Coops 
built two of the new cars for the Ecurle 
Richmond team. of Alan. Brown and Eric 
Brandon and a car for Bob Chase which w 
to be driven by Mike Hawthorn, The tall, 
bond, almost frall-looking Hawthorn had been 
bought the car (which sold at a litle over 
£2,000) on the understanding that he and 
his father maintained it. Hawthorn had cam- 
paigned a Riley with competence in 1951, 
but no one, not even his sponsor, expecte 
him to achieve such dramatic success with 
the Cooper during the 1952 season. 

‘The new cars made their debut at the 
Easter Goodwood meeting where Hawthorn 
won two races and finished second in another, 
In the Formula 2 Lovant Cup Hawthorn won 
with ease from Brown and Brandon and in 
the Chichester Cup Formule Libre race he 
crossed the line aheat of Tony Rol (ERA- 
Delage) and Duncan Hamilton (Lago-Talbot), 
Juan Fangio drove Brown's car in this race, 
but because of carburation problems finished 
well down the field in sixth place. The most 
Important race of the day was the Richmond 
Trophy and in. this Formule Libre event 
Hawthorn trailed the “Thin Wall Special” 
driven by Froilan Gonsalez and. finished a 
good second. 

Hawthorn’s successes with the Cooper- 
Bristol had been in short “sprint” races, ‘but 
they made headline news in the dailies, Mike 
followed up the Goodwood successes with 
wins in two races at the Ibsley circuit near 
Ringwood in Hampshire. At the Daily Express 
‘Trophy race at Silverstone he won his heat 
from Jean Behra's 1500 cc Gordini, but he 
was put out of the running in the final by 
a broken gear-lever, and the rival HWMs of 
Macklin and Rolt took the first two places. 

‘The Cooper-Bristol made its continental 
debut_on 18th May at Bremgarten where the 
two Ecurie Richmond cars w.re entered. In 
the face of overwhelmingly strong Ferrari 
opposition the Cooper drivers were completely 
outclassed; Brown did well to finish fifth, 
despite a rather rough-running engine, but 
Brandon was eighth and last. Hawthorn, des- 
pite his victories on home te si'ory, was still 
finding his feet in international racing and 
had decided not to venture abroad just yet 
‘Over the Whitsun weekend he won Formule 
Libre races at Charterhall and Goodwood and 
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"Alan Brown hurls his Cooper-Bristol through a corner at Goodwood in September, 1952. 


he next appeared in the Ulster Trophy race 
fon the Dundrod circuit where he drove the 
works prototype to second place behind 
Tarum with the “Thin Wall Special.” The 
following day Brown and Brandon ran in the 
‘Autodrome Grand Prix at Monza and, mainly 
because of the failure of the new Maseratis, 

to finish In fifth and sixth places 

‘There was a gathering of the clans at 
the Belgian Grand Prix at Spa on June 22. 
The Ecurie Richmond team was entered. 
Hawthorn made his continental debut and 
another Bristol-engined car, the new G-type 
ERA, made its debut with Siirling Moss at the 
wheel. Ke is difficult to envisage a more 
difficult circuit than Spa for a young driver’ 
first Grand) Prix, bur Hawthorn dro 
magnificently, with confidence and consistency 
that belied his youth, and finished fourth 
behind the works Ferraris. Brown took sixth 
place and Brandon was ninth. 

‘At hig next {wo continental races Hawthorn 
drove the works prototype which had been 
sold to A. H. Boyd. In the Reims Grand 
Prix the underpowered Coopers were never in 
the picture, Behra (Gordini) scored a surprise 
victory over Scuderia Ferrari and the best 
Cooper performance was Hawthorn’s seventh 
place. Hawthorn was eliminated by a split 
radiator header tank in the French Grand Prix 
at Rouen. Because Farina’s Ferrari we 
delayed by mechanical trouble in the British 
Grand Prix at Silverstone, Hawthorn was able 
to come through to finish third behind the 
other Maranello entries driven by Ascari and 
Taruff. Significantly, Hawthorn had now 
scored. seven points in the World Champion- 
ship and held fifth place equal. Mike turned 
in another fine performance at Boreham on 
‘August Bank Holiday Monday when the com- 
bined Formula 1 and 2 race was held in 
torrential rain, For many laps he held off the 
eventual winner, Villoresi's works 4.5-litre 
Ferrari, and at the finish he was in second 
place overall and won the Formula 2 category. 
Some indication of the popularity of the 
Cooper-Bristol can be gained from the fact 
that seven were entered in this race. 

‘At Zandvoort Mike's practice times were 
fast encugh to gain him a place on the 
front row of the grid (faster than one of 
the works Ferraris) and he took fourth place 
in the race, Although he finished at the tail 
‘of the field a Monza because of mechanical 
trouble, he had accumulated a total of 10 
points, sufficient to make him fourth equal 
in the World Championship, 

Ferrari had decided to offer Hawthorn a 
place in the works Maranello team, but before 
‘drawing up the contract, he gave him a try- 
‘out with one of the Tipo 500 cars at the 
non-Championship Modena Grand Prix. Mike 
‘also entered his Cooper-Bristol at this race 
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fer Roy Salvadori, In practice Mike decided 
to give the Cooper a try-out, but, probably 
because cf the sudden change-over of cars, 
he crashed badly, injuring his ribs. As @ 
result neither driver started the race. 

For 1953 the Coopers made a number of 
substantia’ changes to their Formula 2 design. 
‘There was a new chassis of tubular con- 
struction throughout; 16-gauge 1.5-inch 
mover steel tubes were welded up to form 
4 frame that was deepest at the scuttle and 
tapered towards the from and rear suspen- 
sien mountings. Below this diamond-shaped 
Structure there were two longitudinal mem- 
bers to. which the front and rear wishbone 
pivots. were attached. There was a new 
Tmagnesium-alloy final drive casing, separate 
Il-inch Al-fin’ brake drums and a new 
radiator arrangement with low-mounted oil 
cooler and twin water radiator cores inclined 
inwards to form a triangular pattern, Steady 
development work on the Bristol engine had 
resulted in a claimed increase in power out- 
put to 150 bhp at 5750 rpm. 

‘Now that Hawthorn had forsaken his 
Cooper-Bristel to drive for Scuderia Ferrari, 
Surbiton's chances of success were much 


so-called” Barchetta 
chassis, was raced by Cliff Davi 


Immediate predecessor to the Bristol-engined Formula 2 car was Cooper-MG. This car, 
style body modelled on that built by Superleggera Touring on Ferrari 
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reduced, but orders for new Mk II cars were 
received from Bob Gerard, Rodney Nuckey 
and American Tom Cole and a works car 
was entered for Ken Wharton who had raced 
a Formula 2 Frazer-Nash in 1952. Peter 
Whitehead and Tony Crook both took delivery 
of Mk Il chassis in which they installed 
‘Alta 2-titre engines as used in, the HWMs. 
Another interesting project was Bob Chase's 
new Mk Il Cooper powered by an Alfa 
Romeo 1900 four-cylinder engine. Unfortun- 
ately this project proved a complete failure 
‘nd was abandoned early in the season. 

‘Cooper received an invitation to compete 
in the Argentine races at the beginning of 
the 1953 season and a team was dispatched 
consisting of private owners Alan Brown 
and John Barber with Charles Cooper as 
team_ manager, Both cars and drivers were 
outclassed in the Argentine Grand Prix and 
Brown and Barber finished st the tail of 
the field in eighth and ninth places, The 
Cooper team fared even worse in the Formule 
Libre Buenos Aires City Grand Prix held 

forenight later; Brown retired with engine 
failure and Barber took a rather hopeless 
12th place. 

‘An unexpected success was scored in the 
first. race of the European season, At Siracusa 
on March 22 all the works Ferraris retired 
because of valve-spring failure, and, although 
Emmanuel de Graffenried (Maserati) won the 
race from Louls Chiron (Osoa), the Coopers 
of Nuckey, Brandon and Whitehead took 
third, fourth and fifth places, Early in the 
year Ken Wharton emerged as the dominant 
Cooper driver; he won a short Formule 
Libre race at Castle Combe at the end of 
April, finished second in his heat of the 
Daily Express Trophy to Hawthorn's works 
Ferrari (but was a none too satisfactory fifth 
in the final because of an engine misfire) and 
finished second to Hawthorn again in the 
Ulster Trophy race in Northern Ireland. 

‘At the end of May Stirling Moss took sixth 
place in the Eifelrennen at the Nurburgring. 
‘Although the car driven by Moss was entered 
‘as a Cooper-Alea, it was very much a hybrid 
devised by Ray Martin in consultation with 
John Cooper, Technical Editor of the Autocar 
‘and no réation to John Cooper of Surbiton. 
The same pair had previously been respon- 
sible for the Kieft 500 cc car which Moss 
had driven with great success in 1951-52. 
Moss's Conper retained a number of standard 
Cooper-Bristol components, including certain 
of the chassis members and body parts and 
the wheels, but it differed greatly from Sur- 
biten specification in having coil spring front 
suspension, a de Dion rear wxle, disc front 


Proud line-up: Charles Coope 


brakes and inboard rear drum brakes. This 
car, largely financed by the Ferodo company, 
was regarded as a complete failure because 
Of steering, suspension and braking problems 
land Moss abandoned it completely after the 
Reims race in July. In the space of a mere 
12 days a new Cooper Mk Il chassis was 
built up and this was powered by the Alea 
engine from the unsuccessful car, 

Ken Wharton was the only Cooper driver 
entered in the Dutch Grand Prix on June 
7th, but he was eliminated by a broken 
wishbone, At the end of June the Rouen 
Grand Prix was run as @ combined Formula 
Vand 2 race. Farina and Hawthorn with 
2500 co Ferraris took the first two places, 
4500 cc Lago-Talbot cars dominated the 
lower positions, but Gerard did well to finish 
eighth overall and second to Schell’s 
Gordini in the Formula 2 category; despite 
gearbox problems Moss finished 10th. The 
same Cooper drivers, together with White- 
head, ran in the French Grand Prix at Reime 
a wook laser, but, as in 1952, the Coopers 
were outclassed on this fast circuit and the 
sole finksher was Gerard in eleventh place, 

Both the Reims race and the British Grand 
Prix were dominated by the hard-fought 
struggle for supremacy between Ferrari and 
Maserrati and, at Silverstone, out of eight 
Cooper drivers to start the race, the only 
finishers were Wharton and Whitehead in 
eighth and 10th places. Moss drove a fine 
race with his new Alta-powered Mk II Cooper 
to finish sixth in the German Grand Prix 
shortly afterwards and he took third place at 
les Sables d'Olonne behind Rosier’s private 
Ferrari and Chiran's Osca. The only Cooper 
entered at the Swiss Grand Prix was the 
Works car for Ken Wharton; in the face of 
the usual strong Ferrari and Maserati opposi- 
Gan Wharton finished seventh at Bremgarten 
and he followed this up with a sixth place at 
Cadours. 

By the Italian Grand Prix at Monza Moss's 
Cooper-Alta had ‘been fitted with SU fuel 
Injection and at this race i was running an 
nitromethane oxygen-bearing fuel; as a 
result the power output was boosted from 
150 bhp to 200 bhp and the straight-line 
Performance (maximum speed was now about 
165 mph) was close to matching that of the 
Italian opposition. Although Moss was pass: 
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‘stands by three Cooper-Brist 


ing some of the slower Maseratis along the 
straights, the high speeds at:ained revealed 
the shortcomings of the Cooper chassis, The 
car lacked the comering power and the 
brakes to match its engine power and speeds 
im excess of mph resulted in thrown 
e treads, After @ series of pit stops Moss 
Sotahed 13th. 
The introduct 


on of the new 2500 cc Grand 
Prix Formuta rendered the Cooper-Bristols 
obsolescent, but, like the rival Cannaughts, 
they continued to be raced in British National 
tional races for several years. In 

Bob Gerard achieved greater fame with 
after the new Formula came into 
than before. He chased the private 
i 250F drivers hard in British events 
and as tate as 1956 finished 11th in the 


British Grand Prix. In 1955 the engine 
'y of Gerard's car was enlarged’ 0 
ec and in 1956 to 2246 ce. 


In all 20 Formula 2 chassis were built. by 

ers, including those powered by Alta 
engines. Today the few cars that survive 
compete with success in Historic Racing 
Car events and one example, that raced by 
Wharton, was recently an the market for 
‘offers Over £6000," something approaching 


The prototype Cooper-Bristol shortly after it 
had been completed early in 1952. 


el's debut at the Easter Goodwood meeting, 19 


three times the original price kn 1953. 
For the 1953 season Bob Chase had his 
Cooper-Bristol rebuilt with sports two-seater 
bodywork closely resembling that designed by 
Vignale and fitted to a number of Ferraris, 
In March, 1953, Surbiton announced its own 
Bristol-engined sports car which was almost 
identical to the Chase car apart from a wider 
track and wider body. The chassis of the 
latest sports car followed the design of that 
of the 1952. Formula 2 cars apart. from 
undrilled side-members, additional cross. 
bracing and 18-gauge steel tubular upper 
longerons to support ehe body. The sports cara 
retained the 1952 radiator layout, but had the 
1983 wheels, there was a full-length under: 
tray and the dry weight was 11.75 owt. 
The Coopers had plans for a. production run 
of 25 sports cars at a basic price of around 
£2000, but in fact only six were completed. 

‘Alan Brown scored many successes with 
the Chase car, including eighth place and « 
class win in the production sports car race 
at the 1953. Dally Express Trophy meeting, 
second place in the two-litre class of the 
1953 Gcodwood Nine Hours race (Michael 
Currie was co-driver), a win in the 1954 
British Empire Trophy (run on a handicap 
basis) and another victory in the two-litre 
category at Zandvoort in 1954, The prototype 
production car did not appear until the 1983 
Goodwood ‘Nine Hours race where it was 
rolled by John Coombs. 

Many of the Formula 2 cars were also 
converted to sports car trim after the demise 
of the 2000 cc Formula 2. Tony Crook's 
Alta-powered car was rebuilt with a Bristol 
engine and cycle-wing sports bodywork 
similar to that of the Frazer Nash Le Mans 
Replica so that it could be quickly converted 
to racing trim, another successful rebuild was 
Alex MeMillan's “Bristol Barb” with glassfibre 
body by Rochdale Panels which scored 
innumerable successes in club events, 

A direct derivative of the Cooper-Bristol 
and the last front-engined Surbiton design 
was the Cooper-Jaguar of which a small 
number were built in 1954-55, In the latter 
year the Coopers introduced the first of the 
“Manx"-tailed rear-engined Climax-powered 
sports cars and these very successful cars 
represented the start of a new era that cul- 
minated in the World Championship-winning 
Formula 1 cars of 1959-60. 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO LANCIA 


ROB WALKERS 


674-680 Wimborne Road, 
Winton, Bournemouth. 


Tel; Bournemouth (0202) 56156. 


New and used Lancias from stock. 


MYTON GARAGE (HULL) CO. LTD. 


204 Anlady Road, Hull 


Earliest pasts Sai models 
Rolfe specialist agents 


With years of experience in Lancia sales and service, we've looked after 
good Lancias for almost as long as we can remember! After all, we were 
established in 1911 — only 2 years after Lancia were established. 

We always have new cars in stock {pr immediate delivery, and a wide selection of good 
second-hand Lancias. Or test drive one of our demonstration models. We also carry a 
large stock of Lancia spares, and our specialist factory-trained mechanics have well- 
equipped workshops to carry out the best Lancia service. 


Come and talk to 
one of our Lancia 
specialists. 


Rolfe’s of Romsey, 
Winchester Hill, Romsey, Hants. 
or telephone Romsey 513185 
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NEW CARS 


The Lancia Beta saloon is an advanced front- 
drive touring car at a very competitive price, 
of which a full road test has already appeared 
in Autosport. The new coupé version is a 
much more compact car, no less than 7.4 in 
shorter in the wheelbase and over 2 cwt 
lighter, in spite of its more lavish interior 
treatment, The twin-cam engine is also more 
highly tuned, giving an extra 8 bhp and 
10 bhp respectively in 1600 cc and 1800 ce 


degrees backwards. It sits across the sub- 
frame with its two-shaft gearbox in-line, the 
secondary shaft being driven by any of the 
five pairs of pinions and transmitting the 
power to the differential by a couple of hefty 
Spur gears with helical teeth. The tyres are 
175/70 HR 14 and the wheels have light-alloy 
rims in the case of the 1500. 

Twas able to drive the new Lancia during 
a couple of days at Monaco, and made full 
Use of the hill roads on which the battles of 
the Monte Carlo Rally have been fought. The 
car gives an impression of quality and luxury, 
the “comfortable seats and the adjustable 
steering column ensuring a relaxed driving 
Position. There Is a good all-round view and 


Luxurious Lancia coupe 


forms, 

Though the price had not been announced 
at the time of my test at Monte Carlo, this 
is @ luxuriously appointed model which can- 
not be cheap, Nevertheless, it is a leader of 
the current trend towards a new kind of 
quality car, which combines high performance 
With exceptional fuel economy. It Is @ com. 
fortable four-seater, if the people in front 
don’t hog all the leg room, and the moderate 
‘overall dimensions were appreciated in. the 
traffic of the Corniches and among the Lacets 
in the mountains 

The coupé body is of steel construction, 
with controlled crushability and incorporating 
the latest safety techniques. The front. sub: 
frame carries the transverse engine and trans 
mission unit while providing a lower anchor. 
age for the front suspension. Strut-type sus. 
pension Is used both front and rear, with 
Upper anchorages bedded in rubber in the 
bodywork. the front ones having needle thrust 
bearings for steering articulation 

The front suspension has life-Jubricated 
ball-joints on the pressed-steel lower. wish- 
bones, with rubber bushes inboard. At the 
rear, there are twin transverse lower links, 
rubber-bushed and with the back ones adjust: 
able for toe-in, while an anti-roll bar, 
mounted well forward on a cross-member 
allows its arms to double as radius rods. The 
steering is by rack and pinion. 

Disc brakes are used all round, with a fairly 
elaborate duplication of circuits in the inter 
est of safety. There is one circuit which 
works the front and rear brakes in the 
normal way, with a limiting valve to reduce 
locking of the back wheels. A second circuit 
Operates the same pads of the front brakes 
through concentric pistons, which necessitates 
4 duplex master cylinder that carries the 
vacuum servo. A warning light checks the 
pad wear and the fluid level. 

‘The four-cylinder engine is just ahead of 
the front-wheel driveshafts and canted 20 


New Lancia managing director Mr Squazzini with the Beta Coupé. Above : transver 


the relatively short bonnet is advantageous 
n_ mountain roads. 

Perhaps the first characteristic which one 
notices is the remarkible torque of the engine 
at low speeds. "My" car was an 1800 and 
it picked-up in the high gears like a six 
cylinder. Such an absense of low-speed drum- 
ming and thumping is most helpful when one 
is driving for fuel economy. Nevertheless, 
the power unit is very willing to rev and 
does its best work about 6000 rpm 

The next most outstanding characteristic is 
the phenomenal traction, 1 was taking the 
hairpin bends in the mountains on full 
throttle in bottom gear, but I suffered none 
f the wheelspin to which some front-drive 

sare addicted in such circumstances. The 
steering has rather strong self-centring action 
and one could perhaps do with a little less, 
along with slightly higher gearing, if one 
Intended to storm passes regularly. 


Le 


Pouse for scenery in the mountains, 


Through fast corners, the behaviour of the 
coupé is exemplary. There is little roll and 
the roadholding aver bumps is exceptional. 
The understeer is very moderate and though 
the usual front-drive effects are noticeable 
if one lifts off in a sharp corner, the car 
aproaches much closer to neutrality in the 
faster bends, 

The gearchange is excellent, though the 
curiously large knob on the lever may not 
be to everybody's taste. The ratios are well 
staged, with none of the usual gaps, fifth 
being ‘a restful cruising gear, though T had 
little opportunity to use it in the test area 
At a cruising speed of 74.5 mph, which is 
the highest speed permitted on the autostrada 
during the present temporary restrictions, the 
Lancia records 30.5 mpg. The claimed maxi- 
mum speed of the 1800 ce Beta Coupé is 
118 mph in fifth gear, and 98 mph is attain- 
able in fourth at 6400 rpm. 

With plenty of acceleration available on the 
gears, the car feels lively at all times. The 
ride is excellent and though the suspension 
is strongly damped it has plenty of travel 
Wind and road noise are well subdued while 
the engine, though not completely silent, 
the rousing note of a thoroughbred twin-cam 
unit. This car has the traditional front-drive 
stability in abundance and can ignore side 
winds on open motorways. 

When unrestricted motoring returns, the 
new Lancia will be an impressive performer. 
For the present, perhaps Its fuel economy is 
fone of its most endearing features, and that 
is something which Is likely to concern us 
for a long time to come. Once again, the 
famous Italian firm has produced a most 


attractive car 
JOHN BOLSTER 


VW's stylish new Scirocco sports coupé. 


For many years, Volkswagen have made a 
de luxe coupé version of their rear-engined 
car, called the Karmann Ghia, This has now 
been phased out and is to be replaced by 
@ sports coupé employing front-drive Passat 
‘components, called the Scirocco. 

Designed by Giorgio Giugiaro the new car 
will be assembled at the Karmann coach- 
building works at Osnabruck. The body is 
quite low and compact and is a small four- 
Seater with the now fashionable tailgate as 
on an estate car. The suspension and braking 
employ the principles used on the Passat and 
the Audi 80, for which safety advantages are 
claimed. The 1471 cc overhead camshaft 
engine is also used on those cars and can be 
obtained in 70 bhp and 85 bhp forms. 

Particular attention has been paid to fuel 
economy in designing the Scirocco. The new 
car will be available in right-hand drive form 
during the summer. 
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GUIDE TO 


LANCIA 


| DELTA GARAGE 
JANc 


Immediate delivery most models. 
Betas in stock 
Wherever you are Whatever you require 
for new or used Lancias 
Rit us 


Tel : Windsor 60707 or 63456. 
195-199 CLARENCE ROAD, WINDSOR, 
BERKS 


DEALERS 


Instant delivery of all models 


WOOD & KRAILING LTD. 
High Road 
Theydon Bois, Essex 


Tel: Theydon Bois (849) 2340/ 
2254 


WILD GOOSE GARAGE LTD. 


ANCA 9 ANCA 


Kings Hill, Dursley, Glos. 
Tel : 0453 2446/2772. 


LANCIA IN LONDON 
ITALCARS LTD. 


14 QUEENSTOWN ROAD 
LONDON SW8 3RY 


Lac [aca 


Sales, Service and Spares 


PLAYING PLACE GARAGE 
TRURO 
DEVORAN (0872) 862347 


Main dealers for Lancia in Cornwall 


ANCA LANCIA 


WwW. W. B. MOTORS LTD. 
Swindon Road 
Service Station 
Swindon Road 


Cheltenham 
Telephone : Cheltenham 32167/37016. 


1973 2 Litre Coupe. HF ............ £3,249 
1972 2000 Sedan £1,699 
1973 1.3 Coupe. S2 ......... £1,759 


Choice of 1.3 Fulvia Sedans. From... £899 


a ls SS | 
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.. “I for one am 
surprised that the 
Suggestion of a 
mint Tour de 
France has never 
got off the ground 
in this country. for 


JOHN FODEN 


The following piece was written wxactly two 
years ago, though at that time not published 
T fool i @ valid exercise to look back to the 
peognostications of 1972 and compare them 
Closely with what has taken place since then. 
T do nox believe that a crystal ball is required 
to foretell the future as unfortunately it has 
all become too obvious, What is really needed 
fe @ strong dose of forward thinking from 
all those associated with rallying and then the 
majority to join in the required action; rather 
than leaving it, as usual, to the hard working 
(and thinking)’ minority ‘to get on with it! 


Rallying — where now ? 


‘Throughout the world today rallying appears 
to be at its most popular; new rallies sup- 
ported by governments and tourist boards 
wih excellent prize money and superb pro- 
mation have attracted computitors to travel 
far and wide to compete in new and excking 
terrain, Though whilst this wave of enthusi 
asm by both organisers and competitors is a 
great thing for the sport, storm clouds are 
Fathering on the horizon, maybe only small 
‘Ones at the moment, but'they are there and 
We the rally enthusiasts must take note and 
act In the best Interests of the sport, and 

‘Not surprisingly these signs of dissent trom 
the authorities come from the two countries 
in Europe where rallying is at its most popu 
Jar, indeed the two countries that have prob- 
‘ably done more for rallying as a whole than 
any others, except of course Scandinavia when 
you think ‘of drivers, 

England and France both suffer from a 
traffic density problem which means that the 
selfish and anti-social aspect of rallying tends 
to be underlined. In both countries there lies 
rallying country that is popular with com- 
petitors and organisers alike and thus these 
areas tend to get over used. This in turn pro- 
vokes complaints from residents who object 
to their night's sleep being disturbed so 


‘Whilst in broad terms the problems are 
similar, the reasons for them are different. In 
England there are more rallies using the 
popular coads, which of course cannot be 
closed, but nevertheless the same spots come 
in for a fairly regular bashing, despite the 


In France, where of course the roads can 
be closed, the problem is not so much the 
frequency’ of the rallies but the reccies which 


rently considering banning all rallies om the 
roads between May 15 and September 15. 
‘Apart from noise problems they have to con- 

the ‘availability of 


announced, the RAC are considering the 
association between the rise in complaints 
‘about read rallies and the fact thet the vast 
majority of these complaints concem rallies 
containing selective sections. One thing that 
both countries certainly have in common is an 
imention to reduce the noise level of rally 

It would obviously be a great pity to see 
rallies killed in either country especially when 
there is such an upsurge of support from 
competitors, organisers and sponsors alike, 
nevertheless some action £0 curb the use of 
roads in both countries seems inevitable 
therefore what alternatives are available? 

Tt is proposed in France to follow the lead 
of the RAC Rally and take rallying into the 
French forests. This idea has been proposed by 
Jean Francois Rageys a leading rally journa- 
list and promotions man, and despite a French 
abhorrence of “rough rallies” he is being 
backed by Jacques Chenisse of Renault Alpine, 
plus certainly the few Frenchmen who came 
to Harrogate last year. As far as we are con. 
cerned would, with the existing regulations 
and costs Involved, be very difficult to move 
many more rallies on t Forestry Commis 
sion property, though as well as road rallies 
special stage ‘events are enormously popular, 
almost every event being over-subscribed. 

What would appear to be meeded Is the 
finding, by organisers, of new privately owned 
territory for both tarmac and loose surface 
events. I for one am surprised that the sug 
gestion of a mini Tour de France has never 
Bot off the ground in this country, for ® now 
Seems an inevitable progression 

Certainly the current formar of daylight 
special stage events on private property with 
no defined route between seages ls the right 
one as far as competitors and organisers are 
concerned, and one would feel that being held 
in daylight usually in a concentrated area, 
that organisers stand more chance of finding 
sponsors. 

As for the future of road rallies & seems 
that # return to a navigational bias és inevit 
able, though with some form 
driving test at the end to act 
Stuart Turner of Ford Is in agreement with 
his and would like to see high speed salons 
revived as suitable tests—he recalled days 
when in excess of 5,000 people used to tum 
ut to watch these tests on Blackpool pro- 
menade at the end of rallies in days gone by. 

Groups 1 and 3 have been proposed as the 
answer 9 road raily problems, but as we all 
know this promptly raises’ the - problem 
of com and eligibility, though these groupe 
are vary important on’ the continent, in fact 
ail rallies under International status in Belgium 


only cater for these groups, whist in Germany 
‘ony modifications toa car used on the road 
have to be tested and approved by # govern 
ment department, a very expensive operation! 

For competitors the answer certainly seems 
to be to travel, Portugal and Spain both with 
relatively low ‘traffic densities are currently 
rally mad, whilst the special stage cule has 
spread £0’ Canada and North America where 
they do have wide open spaces with a huge 
complex of loose roads, there is also a big 
rally planned this summer for Brazil. 

Once the political problems are ' solved 
Africa would appear to be the rallyman's 
future playground with the proposed Pan- 
African and the International Nigerian Rallies, 
plus the existing and demanding Safari, South 
African Total and the Ethiopian Highway, 
there is currently no shortage and certainly 
outside the towns one would imagine no traffle 
problems 


HE MEETING TO DISCUSS APATHY HAS 
BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF 
ATTENDANCE” 


That heading, lifted without shame or 
apology from an article by David Hardoastle, 
seems to me to sum up the current situation, 
The masses having had nothing to do for a 
change, have had their Wetle game of RAC 
& DoE bashing taken away from them by a 
generous decision by the then Minister of 
Transport. Accarding to many people "the 
battle has been won, therefore why take any 
further action to safeguard the future; after 
fll the RAC have had @ bi of @ shock so 
they're bound to get on and sort everything 
‘out; all we have to do now Is get on with 


But Is everything going to be all right? 1 
wonder! What might happen with our new 
government? A new Minister of Trani 

port with new policies? We might well find 
‘that our cause will take @ further recession, 
just ax we are thinking everything In the 
garden Is rosy. So please don't just sit back 
id let the world go by, get yourselves invol- 
ved in helping rallying in as positive a way 
8s possible, We're always the first to moan 
that someone's complaints have led to a 
change of route or a particular stage be 
cancelled. So why not get Invalved with going 
to see the complainers and explaining the 
situation to them. Anyone who organises a 
rally, or any other event for that matter, 4s 
often heavily overworked and from now on the 
PR function on any rally, be it road or stage, 
is going to be VITAL in order to ensure the 
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The editoris not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


Correspondence 


F3: time has, and... 


Following your excellent editorial in the 
February 25 issue of AvrosroxT, regarding 
the current situation in Formula 3, I feel it 
is necessary to reflect the following : 

1) Te is an established fact, that this country 
Is the standard bearer for International racing 
During the previous five years, a very large 
number of young overseas drivers have come 
to this country to progress their racing 
career, mainly in Formula 3. 

'2) This Formula has been the springboard 
for the majority of the current Grand Prix 
drivers, and indeed without it, 1 would doubt 
whether the Fittipaldis, Carlos Pace, Ronnie 
Peterson, James Hunt’ and many other of 
today’s super stars would have graduated so 
quickly, to their level of International experi- 
ence. The Dave Walkers and Roger William. 
sons also established themselves in racing 
history from this formula. 

3) Yet again this year, many young drivers 
from South America, America, Japan and 
Europe have made their pilgrimage to the UK 
to race Formula 3. Amongst these drivers, 
Will be the hard core of future Grand Prix 
drivers and as such, it is vital that Formula 3 
International racing remains fully supported by 
all areas of the sport, leaving politics to one 
fide, until such times as other formulas have 
matured enough to offer an equivalent Interna- 
tional. calendat 

4) With the current economic situation in 
this country, it Is essential for the race car 
eonstructor to be able to export the maximum. 
‘amount of cars olther by directly exporting or 
indirectly by overseas customers. purchasing 
cars to race from a base in U.K. Speaking 
for our company, the 1 ‘majority of sales 
to. date, have been Formula 3 sales and 
this point in time, our total order cover: 
Is 100% export, thereby reflecting the weak- 

of the economic situation in U.K. 

'5) Whilst new formulas are welcome, they 
should earn thelr place by merit as Formula 
S has done and not attempt to force Interna. 
tional Formulas into a position where 
race organisers begin to view them as a 
secondary formula, 1973 may have been a 
poor year for Formula 3, but one should also 
reflect on the years 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 
ind 1972, 

'6) Let us also reflect, that it fs the race 
car and engine constructors who absorb the 
design, development and tooling costs to pro- 
vide the cars for the grids, not the organisers 
or fringe societies of the sport. This is a year 
Which will be difficult enough without the 
sports “politicians” dictating what they r 

Quire. Let the customer speak for himself, it 
My after all his choice and his money, and 
ultimately his performance the public are 


paying to see. 
(Chairman, GRD). 
Gniston, Nowroux. MIKE Wanner. 


«+. will, tell 


Although I admit to being somewhat biased, 
I must say that T agree completely with the 
editorial in Aurosrorr, February 28, 
Formula 3 is weak at the moment because 
of the combined effects of the energy crisis, 
the change of the formula, John Webb, and 
possibly the Ford Motor Company. All racing 
Classes have suffered because of the energy 
Situation. Any formula takes a while to 
reorganise after a change in the rules: the 
‘same thing happened to F3 in 1971, as pointed 
‘Gut in the editorial. John Webb managed to 
entice John Player's support away from F3; 
is it a coincidence that Player's sponsorship 
moved to a formula invented by Mr Webb ? 
Ts ita coincidence that the two F3 rounds 
cancelled were at MCD circuits ? As for Ford, 
could it be that they fear an end to their 
domination of F3 with the introduction of 
‘competitive engines from other manufacturers, 
Such as BMW and Toyota ? I am sure that 
Ford would like to see another all-Ford 
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formula, especially if it has their name on it. 
'F3 should be given a chance to prove that 
it is still healthy. Tt has one very important 
factor going for it: it is International. For 
1974 there are no less than 86 F3 races 
scheduled at 38 circuits in 11 countries. No 
Other formula offers this sort of experience 
to the young driver. 
‘The last thing racing needs is an additional 
formula. 
Coventay. 


Toxy Rourr. 


Keep out frauds... 


I read John Bicht's reply to Tiff Needell with 
mounting concern, and I feel it is important 
to emphasise certain facts and feelings about 
Formula Ford if we are to avoid a season of 
“funny engines” worse than ever before 

We all know that there are drivers whose 
suspicions border on paranoia, and for whom 
defeat is positive proof that those who beat 
them must be cheating, often using their 
fantasies to justify. illegal modifications to 
thelr own motors. However, even the least 
hysterical carry a mental list of those whose 
performances breed doubt. 

‘Certain circuits place an unusually hieh 
premium on power, Club Silverstone is an 
‘example, and allow one to judge engine power 
by following “form.” By watching for drivers 
who go particularly well on such circuits as 
‘opposed to their performances on what. for 
the sake of simplicity, can be called * drivers’ 
clreuits.” one can get a fair idea of who may 
have unusual power. As he admits having run 
legal engines at times, I feel free to add 

“John Bicht was on my own list 
‘To talk of a conflict between the letter and 


th 


pret them in nd sporting way 
Talk of whether a certain modification does or 
does not increase power, or of whether the 
rules ought to be changed to allow it any. 
way, is pure mystification. All that matters 
is whether or not the mods, fall within the 
present rules, and if they do not the driver 
faust be disqualified, Unless he enjoys a parti- 
ularly. Innocent ignorance of his motor’s 
legality he should suffer further penalties. 

‘The press has served the formula badly 
this season by failing to report several dis- 
qualifications resulting from clear-cut infringe- 
ments, and by giving space to certain people's 
highly contentious claims of innocence after 
engines were declared illegal. Disqualification 
after an engine strip is a matter of fact, not 
Of debate, and should be prominently reported 
asa warning to us all 

Like most drivers I have certain ambitions 
but most of all I want to enjoy my weekends 
competing against other sportsmen. Regardless 
of the measures taken to enforce the rules, 
most of us will continue to compete within 
them, and merely regard with the contempt 
they deserve the psychotics who try to drive 
us off the road, and the frauds who knowingly 
race with illegal engines. 


Perer Wnite 
WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY. 


...and injection! 


1 feel John Bicht's letter printed last week can- 
not go unchecked. 

It John were to present his FF for scrutiny 
with a fuel injection unit nailed on it, then 
the FF regs 4 and 19e would be invoked 
and the car would be excluded, 

Particularly by rule 4 which states, “ Only 
those modifications or additions specifically 
covered by those regulations will be per- 
mitted.” 

‘Then Rule 19e continues to list these modi- 
fications, which does not include Fuel 
Injection. 


Sorry John . . . you will have to be content 
with your Weber until Super Ford comes into 
being. 


‘Wissece, Camas, Peter W. Boote, 


No international date 
for L & CCC 


We have just been Informed unofficially that 
the RAC will not grant this Club an interna- 
tional permit for the scheduled race meeting 
‘on May Sth at Oulton Park, As this is so far 
unofficial I'do not know the reason(s) but no 
doubt the fact that we have not organised 
2 national race mecting at Oulton Park (or 
elsewhere) for some years must have influ- 
enced their decision. 

‘We will still be organising the two restric 
ted Meetings on August 10th and October 
26th at Oulton Park, 

It is probable that the May Sth date will 
revert to the Mid Cheshire Motor Racing Club. 
We would also like to express our appreciation 
{ Motor Circuit Development's confidence 
In offering us the International date originally. 
MANCHESTER T._K. Doouty. 

(Secretary, Lancashire & Cheshire CC). 


In the Aurosroxr of February 14,°a com: 
derable portion was used in an article about 
Motor Racing Safety.” It was very interest 
Ing, but {¢ was also extremely annoying! 

Why does everyone in any authority always 
insist on making others do what they want 
with such monotonous regularity ? 

There is damn all in the way of freedom 
on the roads—can't we at least enjoy motor: 
racing (which always has been at our risk) 
with the minimum. of regulation 

‘Surely I'm not alone in wishing to race my 
road car purely for fun, and incidentally, 
Going my best not to bend it (otherwise 
couldn't drive home!). Just try using a 2/4 
seater for shopping when it's fitted with a 
Tull roll cage! Furthermore the idea of seat 
belts without a cage is a murderous sugi 
tlon-literally ! 

Tt does seem that the RAC, do 


st 
have a grain of sense, because only cars made 
after 1960 will have to worry about belts and 
bars. Luckily I race a 1959 car s0 can con: 


tinue to use my car as a genuine sports-car. 
Pervaps I can bring just a little of the Mike 
Hawthorn attitude back, instead of the safety 
above all else, even the sport, attitude of 
worry-mongers like Jackie Stewart 

Creprro, Devon. Roy RICHARDS. 


Champion confirmed 


1 refer to the many references in AurosrorT 
over recent months regarding an inguiry to 
be held by the RAC into the result of the 
Prodsport Championship, and in particular to 
the round held at Mallory Park on October 14, 
1973. Your correspondent Ian Titchmarsh went 
so far as to say in your edition of January 3 
that the championship should have been won 
by Shaun Jackson. The statement is a clear 
criticism of me as the winner of the cham 
Dionship, but fortunately the result wi 
Gecided by driving ability and not as a result 
of Mr Titchmarsh’s self opinionated judg- 
ment. 

‘in view of the coverage given in Avrosrot 
to the alleged incident at Mallory Park it 
‘was a pity that you saw fit not to publish the 
result of the RAC enquiry. For the sake of 
the record, the allegation of Mr Vernon 
Shakespeare, that were curiously enough sup- 
ported by the said Mr Jackson and his entrant, 
the TR centre, were found not to have been 
proved and were dismissed. 

Bromscrove, WoKcs. 


Grorr Tut. 


a 


Our specialist services to 
motor racing include 


Revolution proven reliability is available to 
you in a wide range of sizes. The simple but 
effective design of our wheels has been proved 
in numerous competition successes during 
recent years, and our quality control, which 
includes X Ray facilities, makes sure 
that competition successes will continue in 
the coming seasons. Competition discount 
available. 


machining facilities for wheel 
manufacturers. For the 

highest standards of quality 

available. Contact us at:— 


Jack Knight (Developments) Ltd., 
Restner Way, Wallington, Surrey SM6 7AG. : 
Telephone 01-647 7555, 01-647 4544. Butts Road, Woking, Surrey. 
Tel : Woking 64326. 
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Rally and track events all over the world 

we PS are consistently won by drivers who choose 
where the action is Minilite magnesium wheels. 
= = = Minilites are beautifully designed and made. 
Each wheel is thoroughly tested and proved 
before it leaves Tech-Del. 


Write today for full details, stating 
the make of your car. 


Please send Minilite details 


MINILITE © a 


the strongest lightest safest wheels in the world 


Made in England by TECH DEL LTD. 32-36 Telford Way London W.3. Tel: 01-743 0103 
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Wheels . . . wheels . . . wheels . . . wheels .. . 


Alloy may be better than 
steel — but not always 


Considering the wheel Is the part of a car 


‘on. which all control, drive, steering, etc 
relies, it is remarkable that, in general, we 
too rely on it’ with very little fuss. | We 
naturally assume each wheel fitted as stan- 


dard to our car as being round, we accept 
that it needs balancing, we rely on it to be 
air tight, and we never Imagine that it could 
fall apart at the seams as easily as the rest 
of the car. It's meant to go round and round 
‘and round and... ad infinitum; it's meant to 
bear the strain of braking, knocks of a bumpy 
fof unmade road, but it Is never serviced like 
the rest of a car. Most of us are quite happy 
with the situation, and those of us who 
Change our wheels, invariably do so for 
entirely the wrong reason. 

But first of all, let's look at the situation 
fs it stands, Most cars are supplied fitted 
with steel wheels, These normally need 
Dalancing and then they are considered to be 
quite adequate for the job in hand. Some 
Cars are fitted with alloy wheels, which 
usually look a little nicer and then there are 
wire wheels which are generally regarded to 
fit hand in glove with sporty, and thus some. 
what high performance cars, Strange 
Felate Britain's major tyre producer is_also 
the major wheel manufacturer: Dunlop. Their 
general sales manager of the wheel division 
‘Jim Bell explained that Dunlop supply around 
BO per cent of all wheels in this country 
which amounts to about 8 million wheels per 
year, which with truck wheels and other pur. 
pose built wheels, amounts to a total of 10 
uillion. However, Dunlop also produce light 
‘lloy wheels for some of their customers, as 
can be seen on the MGB V8 and the Reliant 
GTE, 

‘The manufacturer of a steel wheel obviously 
looks at the alternative metals as his com 
petitors, and Jim Bell considers the alloy 
Wheels, which will be discussed later, as only 
Mmarginally better.  Appearance-wise, they 
may reflect the race track image; as unsprung 
Weight for handling improvement, again mai 


Below, Rosemary Smith's Minilite wheeled Eset 


GEN of alloy. 
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fort hicks up dust and stones on a typical rally, 
fo which these magnesium wheels are well accustomed. Above, Wolfrace's wheel is made by 


ginally better, In accuracy, the steel wheel 
Toses out a bit to the alloy wheel, because 
the steel wheel cannot be machined as the 
alloy wheel can, but while the steel wheel 
tan be pressed, the alloy type has to be cast 
and such castings can breed porosity which 
is extremely dangerous. 

Steel is currently considered cheaper than 
aluminium, and Jim Bell says that while the 
price of steel may go up, there is no way 
that it is ever going to reach the cost of 
‘aluminium, so that the steel wheel, he be 
Hieves, will always be cheaper than the alloy 


one. Other metals have come under con: 
sideration at Dunlop, but currently, they en 
Visage no change in the basic materials 


Inaking up wheels today. Dunlop are involved 
in the steel wheel stylised business and should 
Shortly be showing some new designs, but 
meanwhile, it Is worth noting that they are 
the largest of only two manufacturers cur- 


edited by Bob Constandurus 


rently producing wire wheels. The well 
known Borrani concern are the other manu- 
facturers, but it may seem strange that with 
a reputation for high performance use, wire 
wheels are actually made to a slightly less 
accurate specification due to manufacturing 
Gificulties, than the ordinary steel wheels, 
However, whenever this word accuracy is 
mentioned, Jim Bell emphasises that infinite 
accuracy is rarely necessary on most of the 
cars on the roads today. 

Having mentioned steel wheels, and the 
fact that they're normally good enough to do 
the job in the eyes of the manufacturer, it is 
worth therefore studying why people want to 
Change their wheels at all. Probably the most 
important reason of all, and possibly the most 
foolhardy, is that they want to change the 
appearance of the car. This, of course, is 
Gone by either merely fitting ‘a more stylish 
wheel, or & more stylish wheel which is larger 
and wider and generally associates the car 
to the race track. A part product of this 
reason is that the car might handle better 
With another wheel fitted, If the new wheels 
re lighter (either alloy or magnesium) and 
possibly wider if the original ones were too 
narrow for the car's performance, then the 
car could handle better in a straight line and 
in cornering. However, fitting 8in wheels to 
an Escort Sport such as the one I saw the 

her day, will do precious little to the corner. 
ing capabilities of the car, except allow it 
to scrub off more speed than it can afford, 

Perhaps the latest development in wheels 
is that of the safety wheel, and no one can 
be criticised’ for changing to something that 
fs actually going to help them in the: case of 
tyre deflation. To some extent, certain metals 
are stronger than others when travelling on 
cross country roads, which might help the 
rally man, but this ls approaching the realms 
of the competition wheel, which we are not 
currently discussing. 

Basically speaking, apart from the safety 
wheels, changing one's wheel means changing 
to elther aluminium or magnesium, for which 
fever of those reasons already mentioned. The 
various arguments were well reasoned for me 
by Jack Lumley, a manufacturer of alloy 
wheels in Wales for AMIL of Belgium, and a 
man who has studied wheel manufacturing 
throughout the world, but particularly in 
Japan, USA and Europe. If one thought that 
this was going to be a lesson on how good 
aluminfum. wheels were, one could think 
‘again, for Mr Lumley was full of support for 
Dunlop wheels, and not entirely kind about 
alloy wheel manufacturers. 

However, first of all, he outlined the vari- 
ous manufacturing methods of steel wheels, 
‘and ‘why alloy wheels were, or should be, 
better. First, he sald, steel’ is involved in 
rolling and pressing and welding before the 
Wheel finally takes shape, This is three pro- 
Cesses, and consequently, various tolerances 
must be provided for. With alloy a wheel 
is a one plece cast with no tolerances, thus 
allowing for a much more accurate wheel. A 
Steel wheel too has a tendency to stretch 
Which further weakens its structure whereas 
the alloy wheel gives less distortion. 

‘Unsprung weight ig still a reason for buy: 
ing alloy wheels, as already mentioned; simi- 
larly the design aspect in that there are many 
more designs available in alloy in comparison 
to the sumber in steel. Even though alloy 
wheels have been going for around 15 years, 
big business is still conducted in the States 
and Jack Lumley says a lot of it revolves 
‘round the secondhand market, with car 
‘Owners not being able to afford a new car, 
and simply sprucing up a secondhand one to 
give it some sort of individual appearance. 

‘The demand for aluminium alloy wheels is 
there, but how good is the product? In this 
country there are as many as twenty com- 
panies manufacturing alloy wheels. However, 
there is no standard in this country, although 
there is elsewhere, Consequently, a wheel 


“a3 


Above, Avon 


right, the smaller well is covered on Avon's wheel after the tyre is fitted. Below, 
‘in 10 and 12 inch diameters 


alloy wheel (s treated with “Astrabrite.”* It comes 
can hit the market that is basically unsafe, 
and Jack Lumley can immediately think of 
several wheels on which he wouldn't even do 
speeds governed by our current limit. There 
fare quality tests which he just cannot even 
Imagine certain companies having the equip 

ment to conduct, let alone the personnel or 


time, With AMIL, he has seen the hosts of 
tests carried out ‘on thelr own wheels and 
competitors’ wheels, Such tests Include 


impact tests, measuring the impact on the 
centre hub when the wheel is kerbed, crack 
detections, pressure tests, balance tests, 
fatigue tests, inclusion tests; the list is fairly 
long and yet, as Jack Lumley says, some firms 
conduct these, tests every sixth or tenth 
wheel 

Why then are some wheels so inefficient in 
basic manufacture, when they have the chance 
to be at least as efficient, if not more so than 
the standard steel wheel? There are various 
answers, not the least of which is the labour 
situation in this country where men just don't 
want to work in the foundaries and often fall 
into bad habits, carelessness, etc. Then there's 
the basic design whereby quite small altera 
tions in the mould can make or break a 
wheel, and yet many of the small companies 
Producing alloy wheels in this country just 
cannot afford the time nor people to do the 
development. Certain of the processes. in- 
volved can also upset the balance: if a wheel 
is heat treated for too long, then this norm. 
ally strength giving process can do just the 
opposite and weaken the wheel. 

‘On the subject of steel wheels again, Mr 
Lumley says that in fact, the steol wheel is 
probably just as safe as the average alloy 
Wheel, because steel wheels are made to # 
manufacturers standard, thus ensuring a cer 
tain amount of quality control. Dunlop of 
France have done a tremendous amount of 
esearch in the past but on quality controlled 
alloy wheels, have found them much better 
‘on cornering, fatigue, and handling. On cost 
comparison of the two basic raw materials, 
Mr Lumley feels that with development “rac: 
ing ahead” on aluminium, the cost could 
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safety wheel (right), A conventional wheel (left) has a deep beading well 


white 
‘Astrali’s new 


equate with steel, as steel prices rise. Indeed, 
in a recent issue of the Weekly News, an 
American paper, there was every indication 


of this happening, 


However, there is one other material which 
is still to be discussed, the much misquoted 
mag wheel. Mag wheels, as such, are very 


often alloy wheels, but strictly speaking, the 
term should refer to magnesium wheels. The 
wheel has come under tremendous develop. 
ment in racing, and there are several points 
fon which the magnesium wheel scores over 
the alloy wheel and vice versa. Take the 
strength of magnesium. Magnesium wheels 
are often used in rallying, particularly those 
made by Minilite, and have shown up well 
They are considerably lighter than alloy and 
consequently handling is also improved. How 
ever, magnesium is currently more expensive 
than alloy, even though there are some whc 
say that once again the two prices will draw 


closer to one another. On the appearance 
Side, it is difficult to get the same sheen on 
4 magnesium wheel as that on an alloy wheel 

Mr Lumley is considerably involved in the 
production of the Avon safety wheel, and 
while mentioning wheels, there is every rea 
son to mention the two safety wheels cure 
rently available. Dunlop have exhibited their 
Denovo safety system quite considerably, but 
the Avon system still hasn't taken to produc- 
tion, although a new Berthone designed alloy 
wheel will hopefully be on the market by 
May of this year. The Avon system uses the 
normal well in the wheel into which the tyre 
is beaded on fitting, but normally, the fitting 
process is reversed when a tyre deflate. BY 
locking a metal strap over the well, the tyre 
cannot slip back into that well, and the tyre 
stays in position, enabling the driver to keep 
control of his car in the event of high speed 
deflation. The Dunlop Denovo system ensures 
that a car can be driven for a considerable 
number of miles because the tyre does not 
entirely deflate, 

Jack Lumley earlier mentioned standards, 
and it is worth mentioning again that this 
country is one of the few that does not have 
a standard for wheels to be made to, Foreign 
wheels, therefore, can in fact prove auto: 
maticaily safer than British made ones for this 
reason, and one wheel that has proved very 
popular since its introduction to this country 
12 months ago is the alloy Giovanni Baggioli 
wheel Imported by Ton Tyres. Over 5,000 
have been sold in. sizes including 5 x 10in, 
i x 12in, 6 x 13in, for the BMWs and 
Mexicos, 6 x I4in and 7x 14in. The wheel 
is easily cleaned and has good ventilation to 
the brakes and is similar In appearance to the 
Minilite. Most important is that it balances 
well 

Whilst 


there is no standard in this coun: 
try, itis important to look Into the manu= 
facture of a wheel when choosing one ti 
replace your steel version, A safety wheel 
jbviously does what it can, but an alloy 
one, whilst supposedly making the car handle 
better, can im fact be worse than the one You 
started out with. Appearance is obviously 
fot everything, and it's worth checking who 
in fact manufactures the wheel you're about 
to buy. The difference in a company such 
as GKN, who can afford the testing equip: 
ment, and who supply Wolfrace, and the 
small’ manufacturer with @ small works and 
who does next to nothing In the way. of 
quality control of the structure of his wheel 
if enormous, and it’s worth remembering also 
that the steel wheel isn't all that bad. An 
aluminium one can be just as bad, but it 
Seems the British standard is the one place 
that wheel manufacturing falls down in this 
country, and the fact that possibly lethal 
Wheels ‘can be sold on the market at all is 
one that is quite alarming. 


Capri exhaust system 


‘The owner of a 3-litre Capri, surely one of 
the most popular sporting cars, can now pur- 
chase an exhaust system for his car that will 
not only improve the performance but also 
increase its appeal. 

The new system, announced by Janspeed 
Engineering, features two completely inde 
pendent systems with twin silencers serving 
each cylinder bank. By employing two equal 
Iength pipes, improved routing and straight 
through, sound-absorbent silencers, a marked 
Improvement to the performance is claimed, in 
particular in the mid-upper rev range. This 
can, of course, have a beneficial effect on the 
car's fuel consumption. Two tail pipes are 
fitted to each silencer and coupled with a very 
pleasant deep exhaust note, within the legal 
limit, it enhances the Capri's already con 
siderable sporting appeal. 

‘The system is manufactured to Janspeed's 
usual high standards and is available from 
any of their agents or direct. The price Is 
£45 plus VAT. 
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they‘d look even betteron your car! 


‘These wheels are built to perform. Superbly designed in a 
special alloy which was developed for the aerospace indust 


Each wheel is X-rayed and samples from random batches are 
tested to destruction to provide a degree of safety and per. 
formance to match its looks. 


14x 6 Outset 
14x 6 Inset 
14 x 6} Outset 
14 x 6} Inset 
14x7 


wOlhrace (AES 


Telephone (0234) 62535/6/7 Telex 825483 


Wolferace wheels are safer, easy to install and are backed by 
the resources of Britain's most modern wheel foundries. 


co wheels and other 
wheel spacers, just 


Titerature by return of post. 


| Woltrace Whests Lich 


Miotrace Wal L Ems instal Estate, Shutieworth Road, Goldington, Betora, A\TTade enquiries welcome y 
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Anice thing 
happened 
last weekend. 


BRANDS HATCH 3rd MARCH 


Simoniz Special Saloon 
Car Championship 


RACE B. Ist OVERALL 
(AND WINNER CLASS A) 


Gerry Marshall — Vauxhall Firenza 
Triplex Production Saloon 


Car Championship 


Class B (£1,051-£1,500) 


BARRY WILLIAMS 
2nd: DERRICK BRUNT 
4th: BRIAN ATTHEWS 


Private entrants driving Vauxhall Magnums. 


(Result subject to official confirmation) 


MAGNA ALLOY WHEELS 
FOR ROAD AND RACING 


10, 12, 13, 14 and 16 inch. 5 to 12 inch wide rims. 
42mm_ knock-on. 52mm knock-on. Bolt-on or peg 
fixing. Brochure on request. 


MAGNA ENGINEERING, 


37-49 Grenfell Road, Maidenhead, Berks. 
Telephone Maidenhead 22660. 


LINCOLN RACE MEETING 
CADWELL PARK 7th APRIL 


Special saloons, production saloons, Formula 


Ford and 
Championship rounds for Reliant 750 Formula, 
Formula Super Vee and Formula Monoposto. 


Regs available from 

J. Timms, 10 Coningsby Crescent, 

Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln LN4 2JL. 
Telephone 22603, 


= urns 
| 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which cars are 
fitted with 


JOHN ALEY 
F..A-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
THE JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER BAR 


WHY ? Whatever the application the roll-over bar has been 


proved, approved and guaranteed. 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM £22.50. 
AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £15.78 or 
ordinary” models for sports and saloons from £10.75. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
HERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIST IN YOUN ARI 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
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POMEROY TROPHY 


Richard Pilkington gave his 1971 BOAC 500-winning Alfa T33/3 an outing in the 


Ancient and modern mixed 


‘The Pomeroy Memorial Trophy Is the one 
event in the VSCC's full calendar when asso- 
ciate members who own nelther Vintage nor 
PVT racing cars can mix in a romp with full 
members In almost any cars they choose to 
drive, no matter how young, old or eccentric 
as long as the tag “Touring Sports” can be 
polled to It by some stretch of the Imagina- 
tion, The VSCC hi olved a complex 
ula which takes the performances of the 
In various speed, and braking 


Interior accommodation, 

‘and multiplies by a cons 
points score for each car and driver combina- 
tlon, The cars are only separated into two 
groups, modified and unmodified ; only the 
Inter category qualifies for the actual Pom- 
eroy Trophy, the other class gaining « Cup 
for the winning car. 

‘This year the quality of the entry was 
superb, Many drivers entered purely for the 
fun of it in quite unlikely cars, some very 
potent road cars and some virtually full-race 
Sports cars like the tongue-in-cheek entry of 
Richard Pilkington in his 1971 BOAC 00 
Winning Alfa Romeo T33/3. The first test of 
the four before lunch was the steering test, 
set up as usual down the Club straight start 
Ing from Hecketts and 2ig-zagging down to a 
finish half-way down the straight. Unfortun- 
ately the bends on this course are either side 
of the straight on the rougher old runway 
furface and this had a fair covering of dust 
‘and pebbles to prove embarassing for the 
‘more potent racing-tyre shod cars to the ex- 


rc 
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Woolstenholmes’ 4.9 Alvis leads Pitt's 4.7 Willment Daytona Cobra into Becketts 


j= 
Vy 


tent that the fastest car in this test, the SP 
shod Reliant Sabre Six of the writer, was 
Chased home by all Class A unmodified cars 
with not so much an enormous power-welght 
ratio. but rather nimbler handling. Davi 
Black's Dino was second fastest, Chri 
Lawrence's Monica third and Robert Cooper’ 
immaculate DB3S fourth whilst Pilkington’s 
superb Alfa, driven for the very first time in 

wzer by its delighted owner, did a Volte-face 
thin feet of the start line, Well, Richard, it's 
«far off an Fl car really, is it! 
This test was followed by the braking test; 
this consisted of sprinting from a short stand. 
ing start to cross a line could, 
brake as late as one dare and stop astride a 
Hine. (No. air, reversing back 20 ft again won't 
do!) On this test Simon Phillips, making a 
welcome return to the PVT scene apparently 
Tully recovered from his Castle Combe crash 
of last Autumn, set up a superlative 6.88 
time, his 328 BMW sounding as crisp as ever. 
lan Hilton's Cobra, David Black's Dino, and 
Tan Woolstenholmes’ amazing 4.3 Alvis tied 
for second BTD on this test, all with 7.0 s. 
A large scattering of blanks on the posted 
results testified 10 the large number of fails 
from those with cold brakes! 

‘After. all the competitors had completed 
these two tests the third and fourth were laid 
out consecutively running from Woodcote up 


to Becketts: a standing quarter-mile followed 
by the flying quarter. Again the Alfa disap- 
pointed, wetting-up its plugs in the cold 


Spring 


cand limping up the course, in con- 
the incredible little Deep Sanderson 


oy 
ora) 
et 


of Peter Dodds (better known in Vintage 
racing for his rapid Brooklands Riley), the 
little rear engined Martin V8 3 litre powered 
‘car yowled up to record 13.52 s for the stand- 
ing and 7.62 3 for the flying quarter miles, the 
average for the flying distance working out to 
118 mph! George Pitt Jnr’s fabulous AC Will- 
ment Daytona Cobra was only fractionally 
slower with 14.51 8 and 7.8 s, followed by 
lan Hilton's Cobra coupé with 15.058 and 
B88 5, the Sabre with 15.31 s and 9.13 5, 
David’ Flanagan's lovely Ferrari not on its 
1973 form with 15.72 and 8.82 (it did the 
standing quarter nearly a second faster las 
year). 

‘Staggeringly fast for 1931 cars were Antony 
Blight’s Talbot 1055 and his own excellent 
performance of 22.55 s for the first test, 8.0 5 
for the second and 20.14 s and 12.06 s for the 
third and fourth helped to elevate him to the 
Winner's rostrum on points. His own car's 
sister car with Stephen Curtis at the wheel 
was only fractionally slower to take a first 


Class award for unmodified cars; amazing that 
these cars should remain unmodified for 43 
years and still go so well! 

Brian Terry's new replacement for his series 
of Rover prototypes, a rather gaudy Escort 


RS2000 managed a first class award despite 
apparently failing the braking test, comment- 
ing that it will be a good car ‘when he’ 
reassembled it! Dennis Jenkinson showed that 
his TT Lagonda M45R was no slouch, Aubrey 
Brocklebank'sex-John 

Super Sports +4 was di 


nimble throughout the tests, and Hugh Con- 
way's blown T43 Bugatti seemed to be need- 


Black's Dino Ferrari and Hilton's 275 GTB 
Ferrari sandwich Pitt's Cobra, 


ing much more than usual attention under the 
bonnet. Colin Rose's and John McCall's 
SP250s acquitted themselves well to claim two 
second class awards; Bergel Senior's nice 
TaST Bugatti collected a first class award with 
some crisp times and most surprisingly the 
touring version of the pre-war Light 15 
Citroen FWD of Sellers took a third class 
pot with now considerably tidied-up paint- 
work. 

The high speed ¢rials had been cut down to 
our duration in deference to. the 

now apparently forgotten political fuel situ 
tion. The first one saw David Flanagan's 
Ferrari Berlinetta make most of the running 
while the second session comprised the faster 
cars, with the Alfa pounding round three 
times "to most others’ twice and lapping 
‘around the 67 s mark. Hilton duo Ian and 
Mike were having an amiable dust-up together 
and Ferrari respectively, similar 

‘at times as and when 

the only troubles in the 


second session being’ in two of the Morgan 
car sounded 


Super Sports +4s. Peter Evan's 
very unhappy 

Card its Scintilla Vertex magneto at various 
points on the circuit accompanied by blas- 


Phemy from the driver. 
ROBIN REW 


SS? rary (2.9) Ford Creole RSHDOS), 


Sports extra 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


Colmore Trophy—Lydden Rallycross 
Shenstone Trial— CUAC Sprint 


COLMORE TROPHY 


Evans wins tie 


What a pity that Bill Evans’ return to the 
winners rostrum should have been soured by 

dispute over the tle-breaking verdict. Sun- 

round of the RAC and Semperit/BTRDA 

Championships attracted an entry in excess 
of thirty to Newhouse Farm, Burrington close 
by Ludiow where the Sutton Coldfield & North 
Birmingham Automobile Club had laid out 
ten sections over which thelr Colmore Trophy 
Trial was to be decided, For the first time 
for several months the drivers were con- 
fronted with real traction problems for the 
site was a sea of glutinous mud which sucked 
At the deflated Seperits which the vast 
majority of the field relied upon to carry 
them up the sviff inclines in the valley over 
which the event was run. It was a pity that 
4 dearth of marshals was destined to make 
accurate marking difficult despite the enthus- 
iasm with which the task was tackled by 
those who officiated. 

‘Once again the entry was predominantly 
drawn from the Midlands and South and since 
the fleld included « high percent 
members there was every hope on the p: 
of the organisers that the eventual winner 
‘would. cor 


reputedly in 
Europe for a few days, his car having been 
loaned to hill climber ‘Tony Griffiths” mech- 
anic Lashford making his debut at the event 
Four drivers failed to arrive and Alan Bush 
Increased this number to five when he broke 
the diff of the Ford Special when off-loading 
it from the trailer in the parking area 

Cars were despatched in groups of three to 
the foot of the sections, obviating the pos- 
sibility of an unfair advantage accrui 
‘any one car. 
would be at a premium 
to a standstill within 
slipped into. markers several drivers were 
faced with almost marathon scores. At lunch 
the lead lay with Jack Pearce whose Kincraft 
had amassed a very respectable 30 points, 13 
clear of second placed Bill Evans in the Beva. 
By no means out of contention was John 
Fack who, partnered by his twin brother 
Jeremy, had driven their Cannon with 

it skill to hold third place with 48 marks, 
comfortably clear of Reg Allen (Kincraft) and 
Ray Hatton (Harford) who were engaged 
spirited dispute for fourth and fifth places. 

Lol Hurt was an early retirement with a 
broken axle while Ivor Portlock was making 
fan all too common poor start to his day and 
with 66 penalties and jointly holding eighth 
place behind John Benson (Jabs) and Colin 
Taylor (Cannon). 

During the course of the lunch break 
several drivers could be seen peering into the 
innards of their machines, most notic 
gaged in this pursuit being Reg Allen whose 
Cannon/Renault in the hands of Tony Brise 
had developed a mysterious misfire which 
slowed the F3 Champion's otherwise spirited 
attack on the hills 

With two rounds scheduled for the after- 
noon and the warm sunshine drying out the 
wet surface scores were expected to fall to 
more manageable levels. This indeed was 
the case and to the obvious relief of expert 
and novice alike the rarefied atmosphere of 
the hill top was breathed more frequently. 


break verdict 


Clearly Evans and Pearce were locked 
battle and gradually dropping the twins 
their Cannon as the pace increased, It was 
during the course of this round that a freak 
snow storm brought about a reversal of the 
fortunes of the two leaders. The treacherous 
slime left by the brief shower sent Pearce 
slithering to a 27 for the second tour while 
Evans coped rather better with .the problem 


to record a 17 and come within two points 
the lead. 
John Fack lay a dozen points adrift of 


Evans, an equidistance ahead of Benson in 
third place, Reg Allen having a disappointing 
round and ‘falling to seventh with a total of 
99. By this time Portlock was beginning to 
make his challenge felt. climbing to sixth place 
behind Hatton who had held doggedly to 
fAfth spot 

‘The third and final round was tackled 
without a break and only minor alterations 
to the excellent course laid out by Ron Kemp 
were required to maintain the challenge to 
the competitors. For the first time during the 
day cards with single figure scores were 
handed in, both Colin Taylor and Ivor Port 
ock scoring only six with John Benson being 
penalised only seven. Pearce and Evans ma 
tained their challenge and with scores of 17 
and 14 respectively ended the day even with 
74, 


Benson's excellent final round brought him 
third place, nine clear of John Fack who must 
have been disappointed with a last round of 
28, almost falling into the clutches of Ray 
Hatton who had driven tidily all day, never 
looking likely to lose his fifth spot 

The onerous task of deciding an ultimate 
winner fell to the organising officials, the 
more unsavoury since it concerned two mem- 
bers of their own club. By resorting to the 
score sheets it was found that Evans had 
completed 16 faultless climbs to e's 14 
and the trophy awarded to the former. Not 
unnaturally Pearce was rather disappointed 
especially ‘since he was unaware of a change 
in the RAC ruling which substituted this 
means of breaking a te for the traditional 

farthest cleanest method which had cost 
Pearce an outright win earlier in the season. 
It was particularly ironic that the very latest 
Semperit pattern used by Evans to record 
the win were supplied to him by 


Pearce 


earlier in the week ! 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


@ Stuart’ Simmons, 
M 
MC 


of the Sherwood Forest 
scored BTD at the Chesterfield & Dist 
autotest meeting at the North Wingfield 
Miners Welfare car park near Chesterfield last 


Sunday. From an entry of 14 he totalled 
589.35 in his Cooper S to head the field by 
more than 20s. 

Organising club members Patrick Wheatcroft 
(Mini) and Michael Allan (Cooper) were first 
and second in the combined classes 1 and 2, 
Wheateroft winning with a total of 605.05 to 
Allan's 610.15. Mexico man Tony Bowsher 
won the other class in 620.1 s, well ahead of 


SHENSTONE PROD TRIAL 


Hinde easily 


Having ost place in the BT&RDA 
Championship last ‘Sunday's national V, 
Fellows Production Car Trial organised by 
Shenstone & District CC suffered entrywise 
compared with previous years, only 48 com- 
petitors turning up at Barton-un 
Needwood, near Burton Staffs. Still around, 
however, in the RAC Championship, 13 com: 
petitors were looking for points and the man 
who scored most was Mike Hinde in his Clan 
Crusader who notched 

with almost consu 
Sections he was defeated only 
and his total of nine marks lost 


trailing. 

With 14 entries the Minis class was again 
one of the most popular and Geofl Spencer 
shrugged off a recent mediocre spell by com- 


ing home six better than AM Williams in his 
Allegro with 56 marks defleit. Spencer led 
by only two marks at the break from Brian 
Midgley (1275 GT) and the Cooper man 
only six ahead of Breakwell (1275, 
and Williams, tied on 40 marks lost. How: 
ever, Midgley and Breakwell fell away in the 
afternoon session to finish third and fourth. 
Mike Stephens also showed some of his 
form as he took his Mexico to its first class 
win of the year in an exciting struggle in 
Class 2, With the likes of Dave Slater and 
Denis Wells, Escort Sport and Skoda respec: 
tively, breathing down his neck he squeezed 
home with a total of 79 marks lost to Slater's 
80 marks and Wells’ 81, There was never 
more than four points between the three of 
them all day for after Wells had taken an 
early lead he was overhauled when he 
clipped marker on the third tour. 

‘There was a revival of interest in the 
sports car class where 15 turned out and 
here there was a turn up for the book with 
Malcolm Brown gaining a merited win with 
his Sprite ahead of the much fancied Brian 
Betteridge (Sprite) and Mike Harrison 
(Midget. Brown, with a large amount of 
ballast in his Mark 1 machine, showed them 
the way round all day. He dropned 37 marks 
in the morning tours to lead Betteridge by 
five marks with Harrison almost out of touch 
a further six adrift. He consolidated in the 
afternoon, pulling out another mark on Bet- 
teridge and finished with a total cf 70 marks, 
Betteridge was on 76 marks and Harrison was 
third on 90 marks 

Best of the six starters in the rear engined 
class was Colin Valentine in his Imp Sport 
with a total of 52 marks lost. He held a 
seven mark lead at the break but ground the 
opposition into the grease well and truly in 
the subsequent’ activities to win by a hand- 
some 31 marks ahead of Paul Gilbert in his 
850 Coupe with D. W. Himsley third in a 
Husky. Mac Hazlewood and Nigel Brown, 
both in Dellows, asserted themselves behind 
Hinde in the new Class 5, but neither was 
ever a threat to the Clan pilot. Mac took the 
class with 23 marks deficit to Brown's score 
of 33 and Ray Bradley was a distant third 
on 71 marks, Much better organised the trial 
was voted a success and should help to 
restore some of the club's lost prestige in 

is type of event 
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Rallycross started early this year for Rod Chapman, for he's already gained a third in Austria, 


‘as well as winning at Lydden lost Sunday 


RALLYCROSS 


Chapman keeps the Minis at bay 


Rod Chapman stormed round Lydden in fine 
style In the Stormont — SheliSpor 
Escort on Sunday, taking BTD, fa 
gate of the two run offs and the Lydden 
Challenge Eliminator race, Hundreds of spec- 
tators, on a sunny afternoon, were treated to 
an entertaining rallycross organised by the 
Thames Estuary AC. A near full entry and a 
t, dry and bumpy track provided close 
ing, thrills and spills. Chapman used his 
to put himself 3s clear of 


the leading Mini contenders entered which 
included Mick Bird, Kelth Ripp, Will Gollop, 
Brian Stabler and the Streat Bros. 

Tony Reece put his Escort 1600 into the 


bank off the line in the third heat, the re- 


run providing Mick Bird's Cooper S with a 
useful 3m 26.2 s runaway win over the 
opposition. Next, David Potter, Cooper S 
1800 ce, tried to dispose of Brian ‘Streat 
(Mini) several times nosing alongside but 
Brian took a 3 m 3.80 s,, Brian’ Stabler's 


LEX-entered Mini did a 3m 272 6 In an 
yy victory which was second only to Mick 
Bird's time. Chapman's Escort streaked round 
followed closely by Will Gollop’s Mini 1300, 
Chapman kept 2 8 clear from Bird for fastest 
ime in the first runs and Gollop’s time put 
him third fastest so far. 

Barry Hathaway's 1450 Mini took a 3 m 
29.0 s from Ron Wright's similar car which 
Was equalled in the next heat by Ray Smith's 
Mini for fifth spot, Bill Airey (1340 Midi) just 
scraped Inside the 3 m 30.0 s barrier by 02 5 
for sixth fastest 

Bernard Rodemark, Ray Smith (Mini), Gary 
Streat, Keith Rip and the fastest 10 were 


invited to contend the Lydden Challenge 
Race. 
First eliminator heat saw Mick Bird lead 


Ray Smith, Rod Chapman, Gary Streat and 
Bernard Rodemark round’ the Chalk. Ray 
Smith's Mini went sideways and cartwheeled 
down the meadow and out of the racing. A 
re-run followed, and again Mick Bird. led 
from the line and an exciting dice with Chap- 


man's Excort followed. Chapman ‘eventually 
powered past up Hairy Hill and they and 
third ‘man home Gary Streat went on to the 
final, Will Gollop was closely followed by 


Bill Airey, Barry Hathaway, Keith Ripp and 
Brian Streat in the second heat. Will Gollop 
kept his lead and Barry Hathaway and Brian 
Streat followed through to the final 

Second runs started with plenty to keep 
the spectators happy and the commentator 
busy. In the first heat, a ladies “excuse me, 
all ‘cars led at one time before spinning or 
nudging banks, Vivian Potter emerging victor 
Barry’ Hathaway improved to second fastest 
Will hanging on behind Chapman to 3 m 24.5 
and the Escorteer, just to make sure of the 
position, trimmed another 2 off his time 
to. remain out of reach. 

The meeting was rounded off with the 
Lydden Challenge race, Fastest cars were 
started at the rear with monetary awards for 
overtaking. The fastest Minis of the meeting 
scurried off the line followed by the big 
daddy Escort. Chapman had the measure of 
Gollop from the Jine but devoured the re- 
mainder with Gollop following on behind 


take second spot 
JOHN BICKNELL 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


Brewster's easy win 


Dave Brewster of the Stone Cross club 
dropped only 27 marks on 24 sections to be 
fan easy winner of last Sunday's production 

r trial arranged by South Herts MC at 
fansfield Farm, Cheshunt. Brewster, in a 
Cooper S, headed a field of 25 starters by 
a seven mark margin. 

In the class for Minis up to 950cc Alan 
Balsom's Mini took the honours with 35 
marks lost, .this being 13 fewer than John 
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Oram in a similar car. Paul Lacey's Escort 
dropped 87 marks to win the FERWD class 
from Mick Isaacs in an Anglia who dropped 
95 marks and Phil (Pussyfoot) Catley took 
the rear engined class in his Imp losing 40 
marks, well ahead of Alan Law (Imp). on 
‘56 marks. 

The over 950cc FEFWD class resulted in 
a tie between Mark Lawrence and John 
Goode. Lawrence, in a Clubman and Goode 
(Mind, doth collected 62 penalties and they 
finished 10 marks up on Robert Williams 


SPRINT 


First at Snetterton 
to Orbell’s U2 


Continuing their tradition of being the first 
club every year to run a motor sport activity 
at the Snetterton circuit, Cambridge Univer- 
sity AC attracted some ‘82 entries for their 
sprint last Sunday when they used a 1.6-mile 
course incorporating much of the latest addi. 
tion to the Norfolk venue. Quickest man of 
the day was David Orbell in his Orbell U2 
Mk 11B who turned in a sparkling 73.55 
which beat the best of the single seaters by 
more than 2 5. 

The major part of the sprint course laid 
on for the event was a long straight which 
the club decided should be broken up by the 
inclusion of a straw bales chicane, The latter 
part of the course included swervery and thus 
made it a driver's course rather than one 
designed for pure speed, Thanks to efficient 
organisation the club were able to give every- 
fone a third run but t ‘of anyone 
bettering their times wi in the bud 
when light showers dampened the course 

se much slower times. 

Jack Frost Cup for 
F Bodle to welgh In 
‘among the sing! ‘ers. He pro: 
duced 75.9 s on his second run with the Alexis 
14/15 to head a rather small class, David 
Render, driving an ex-Tony Griffiths Brabham, 
promised much but had an excursion and a 
very minor shunt and took no further part 
in the event after his first run. Next quickest 
car was the ‘by Robbie 
Gordon and driven by Dave Wansbrough who 
produced 76.05. The former Ecurie Francor: 
champs car was down to be driven by three 
people but as this was not allowed Gordon 
stood down, 

Quickest of the sports racing cars was the 
U2 Mk 11B of Peter Bull who got down to 
82.7.5, the mod sports class was easily won 
by Alan Bishop’s Davrian and Ray Kershberg, 
had a similarly easy task in taking the over 
1300 cc prod sports class in his Elan Sprint 
in 82.58. The under 1900cc class went to 
Nick Rowlerson in his Honda S800 In a 
class which was short of competition. ‘The 
modified saloons were sub divided at 1000 co 
and the bigger capacity class went to Terry 
Wakelin who put up fourth BTD in 77.88 in 
his 1203 Cooper. The under 1-litre class caught 
‘out the organisers when there was a tie and 
so Bernie Tester and Mike Gibson will both 
collect a trophy in due course, Tester, In his 
850 Mini and Gibson, piloting a 970 ‘Cooper 
S. both got down to 83.2 s, a time which was 
most creditable. 

One of the biggest classes was the over 
1300 cc class for production saloons and here 
Brian Pinker put it across several RSs with 
his Escort TC to collect the class in 85.3 5, 
University club member Dave Liddell took 
the smaller class in his Cooper S in 99. 
He set this time on his second run but shunted 
on his last run, fortunately without serious 
mishap. Best performance from a university 
student came from Mike Paton in his Rally 
Imp who was fourth in his cl 


@ ‘The Hagley and District Light Car Club 
have issued the supplementary regulations for 
thelr general practice day to be held at Loton 
Park on March 24. No entry forms are required 
and only club members will be allowed to take 
Part. For a fee of £1.50, members will be able 
to climb at least four times, but only the first 
80 entries will be honoured. Each car will be 
timed and the session begins at noon, 
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Sports extra 
PROD CAR TRIAL 


Lady first 


Three inches of snow which eventually turned 
to slush were the difficult conditions facin; 
the 32 competitors in last Sunday's spring 
Production car trial organised by Liverpool 
MC at Afonwen, near Denbigh. Out of the 
snow and slush and consequent high scoring 
there was a major surprise for everyone when 
Mrs Margaret James, driving a Cooper, beat 
the field on index with a score of 


ra Mrs James was in’ cracking 
form in the class for front engine forward 
cars with town and country tyres and she 
beat her husband Ken (former rally driver) 
by_a handsome 14 marks, 

‘Second major award—for best performance 
by a car fitted with standard tyres—went 
to Roy White, once a BT&RDA champion- 
ship contender, who dropped 116 marks in 
fan Anglia. He finished a huge 45 marks ahead 
of his nearest rival. White was in Class 1 
where Roy Lewis brought his Escort into 
first place on 161 marks, six ahead of Keith 
Jones in a Sprite, 


‘The front-engined class, on standard tyres, 
went to the Datsun Cherry of Alan Pike who 
totalled 170 marks. The Datsun trailed by 13 
marks after the first round in the snow to 
Mrs Mavis Walsh in a Cooper S, but the 
Japanese car came good in the slush and 
slime and finished 19 marks up on the Cooper 
5. The same class, but fitted with Town and 
Country's, saw Ken James easily beat Miss 
Muriel Banks (Cooper). Miss Banks. on 152 


marks, took the ladies award and John Ri 
son, sharing the driving of her Cooper, 
third on 158 marks 


‘The rear engined class was won by Barry 
Parker in an Imp with 142 marks lost who 
led Noel Watson comfortably throughout 
Watson, also Imp mounted and totalled 173 
marks. Notable here was the performance of 
Paul Ratcliffe (Imp), who finished only three 
marks down on Watson and took the novice 
award. The non-standard production car class 
saw the second class win for an Imp with 
Ron Beswick’s Rally Imp taking the honours 
with the loss the lowest total 


Of the day. Sports car class winner was Bob 
‘Owen in his Dellow who had a six marks 
lead over Keith Jones’ Sprite. 


TRIAL 


Taylor (Cannon) by 13—750 battle 


‘The Tunbridge Wells Centre of the 750 Motor 
Club held. ‘thelr Spring trial on Sunday 
February 24, as If to endorse the title of the 
‘event the weather laid on a fine day. A good 
Selection of southern talent graced the occa. 
Sion at the familiar slopes of Yetnor Farm, in 
the courting country of Kent's Hucking. The 
early morning mist soon passed, but left the 
hills in-a sticky condition, as the competitors 
soon found out to their cost 

‘The course of six Alls contained three 
wooded climbs over some very rooted trees, 
a flyer through tree stumps and two bomb 
hole specials that needed some nerve as the 
Higher altitude was reached. Colin Taylor's 
Cannon enjoyed the high going and headed 
by one Mark Gordon Jackson who was round 
fon 16; John Hopkins, Colin Walker and. Roy 
Denton all managed 18. Bill Hicks led John 
Higgins In the 950 class by two with a 34 
score. The 750 battle saw a tie between Dick 
Lee and Colin Sanson both on 35 with Derek 
Clark close behind. 

‘The second round over the same hills saw 
the surface of the hills improve, and some 
scores drop. Colin Taylor increased his lead 
wth an 6, Gordon Jackton kept is second 

"e although he lost 16 the same as Colin 
Walker. Roy Denton, Barrie Wright and John 


Hopkins all made 19. Bill Hicks (35) had a 
shock in the 950 class with Jim Bro 
Boing round in 26. Dick Lee took the lead in 
the 750 group notching up a 25, eight better 
than Colin Sanson 

During the lunch break the fills were 
adjusted and as the sun continued to shine 
Competitors made for the hills once more 
The going sulted the forceful ways of Gordon 
Jackson who roared round for a mere one, 
with Colin Taylor on 2, Paul Liddard sur- 
prised a few by taking a 9, ahead of Roy 
Denton (11) and Colin Walker (13). The hills 
were well set out with markers so. placed 
that competitors did not need the favour of 
the marshals, for there was plenty of room 
and no need to interpret a brush or a knock 
which has spoilt some sporting trials of late. 

‘The final round saw Colin Taylor clinch the 
Spring trial with a 5. Gordon Jackson on 10 
made sure of his second place ahead of Roy 
Denton and Colin Walker. Don Lindsay (8) 
and Barrle Wright (9) had good rounds. Dick 
Lee triumphed over Colin Sanson in the 750 
class, and Bill Hicks stitched up the 950 
silver ware. 


PROD CAR TRIAL 
No winner 


With only enough finishers in two of their 
five classes to meet the minimum RAC re. 
quirements of five finishers for a class to 
‘count towards an overall winner Bridgend AC 
were unable to announce an overall winner, on 
index, at thelr production car trial at Ewe 
Pare, ‘Bridgend, last Sunday. For the St David 
Day ‘Trial the club laid on 20 sections and 
attracted 27 competitors. 

In Class 1 Bob Price was the winner by 
13 marks, Driving a Mini he lost 135 marks, 
with Chris Ball second and Martin Hann, both 
in Minis, in second and third spots. P. Bray 
ham (Escort) took Class 2 from five other cars, 
his Escort losing 149 marks and finishing seven 
ahead of Roger Parrish (Anglia) who led the 
class until near the end. Best of the four 
sports cars was Jack Barrass (Midget) on 133 
marks, ahead of L. Raven (MGB), on 148 
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marks, With 120 marks lost Bob Stringfellow 
won the rear engined category with his VW 
with Nigel Woods (Imp) second on 157 marks. 
The Specials class, not eligible for a major 
award, was won by Jerry Reynolds in his 
Imp who had the best total of the day with 
86 marks lost 


© The Lancs and Cheshire centre of the ROA 
attracted 10 entries for their 4 x 4 trial at 
The Saddle Club, Prenton, in the Wirr 

Sunday, and the lowest scor 

to David Mitchell in his Series 1 Land-Rover 
who dropped 20 marks on the 10 sections. 
Second in the Series 1 class was Crawford 
Boyd, in a similar vehicle, while the Series 2 
class’ went to Philip Abernethy who dropped 
53 marks. The novice winner was M. J. 
Brinkman in a Series model 


MARCH FIXTURE LIST OF 
RESTRICTED EVENTS 

(in conjunction with RAC Motor Division) 

|AUTOTESTS 

March 10 
‘Southsea Motor Club, 
Southsea, 11.30 am, 
North Humberside Motor Club, Cottam 
Old Airfield, nr Driffield, 12.30 pm, 

March 24 
Harrow Car Club, Civic Centre, Harrow, 

11am. 

March 30 
Dungannon Motor Club, Meghaberry Air- 
field, Co Down, 2 pm. 

Mareh 31 
‘Yorkshire 
Steelworks, 
10.45 am. 

TRIALS 

March 10 
Yorkshire Sports CC, Ashday, 

10.30 am. 

Midland Motoring Enth Club, New House 

Farm, ne Ludiow, 10 am. 

Mareh 17 
Sporting Owner Drivers’ 
Farm, Brickhill, 11 am, 
Singer Owners’ Club, Long Valley, Alder- 
shot, 11.30 am. 

Tunbridge Wells Motor Club, St 
Farm, Hartfield, 11.15 am, 

neashire & Cheshire Car Club, Averill- 
side Farm, Longnor, 11 am, 

Mareh 24 
North Wales Car Club Ltd (MR 
836 613) The Field, 1 pm. 
Haldon Motor Club ‘Ltd, Howton Farm, 


Clarence Pier, 


Club, | Wilson 
Cleckheaton, 


Sports Car 
Spen Lane, 


Elland, 


Club, Home 


107, 


Morton Hampstead, 11am. 
SPRINTS. 
March 16 
BARC, Blackbushe, 2 pm. 
March 23/24 
BARC (N. Thames), Greenham Common, 


Halesowen MC, Curborough, 2 pm. 
HILL CLIMBS 


March 23 
St Andrews & DMC, Kinkell Braes, St 
Andrews, Scotland, 

March 31 
Bugatti/Ferrari OC, Prescott, 11 am, 


TRIALS 


Penhale draws clear 


Littory Down, near Chillaton, Devon, was the 
venue of last Sunday's combined ‘sporting/ 
Production car trial arranged by Tavistock & 
District MC sand 16 entries tackled 18 sec- 
tions. In the sporting trial category Alan 
Penhale scored his second success in recent 
weeks with his Cannon dropping 41 marks 
After the first round he was on 24 marks and 
had Roy Wakeham (Wakeham Special) and 
Harry Hobbs (RM. Special) fairly close be- 
hind, both on 33. marks. However, Penhale 
pulled away easily in the second ‘half and 
finished 14 marks up on Wakeham and 24 
better off than Hobbs, who lost his way on 
‘one section and paid dearly for it! 

‘Among the production car class, for which 
‘only six cars—all Imps — turned out, Roger 
Hoskin came from behind to win on 123 
marks. At the break he was third three marks 
adrift of the Vanstone family of father Bill 
‘and son Michael. However, they had prob- 
lems in the second round and Hoskin came 
through to victory by six marks over Bil 


ale (Cannan) 
@ Further to our March Calendar, the opening 
round in the BARC Sprint Championship at 
Slackbushe has been brought forward a day 
to Saturday, March 16th and further informa- 
tion can be obtained from secretary Doug 
Standley at Guildford 33737. 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 7, 1974 


DealerTeam “2° 


Vauxhall eee a aaa 


Sportparts ce 
aay CLASSIFIED 


Get your 24-page fully 
illustrated Sportparts Catalogue, 


Eealorship's listed below. 


Bentley Bros. (Sheffield) Ltd. 
44 Savile Street Sheffield S4 7UA, 


AUTOSPORT 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Depart- 
ment on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Dictate your 
advertisement to one of our experienced 


ode OF Stat, and eave the rast to, ue 

ester Engineering C: simple ywever, you 

Bedford Works, Boughton, Chester. to"send ‘in your clsssihied ‘advertisement 
0244-24611 with cash In advance, we'll give you a fat 


discount—40_ per 


City Motors (Oxford) Ltd., m— 
Gisticester Suset Oxford 48021 this discount "only applies to. prepaid 
David Marshall Ltd., 

60-70 Shaftesbury 


Belfast BT? 21 
Drake & Fletcher Ltd 


Tia 00 per Blech (Zin x 3¥in) 


(ayn wate 


aan ea AUSTIN 


G.N. Croydon Ltd., 
on crt a 
01-684 3686. 

Grose Ltd., 
Queens Park 
Northampton, 0604. 


ope Motors. ponaoe Ltd., 
London WETEL ‘004s Lena FORD RS1600 1973 


London W2 IEL. 01-7 €5,COUPE ALPINA 
Harold Thompson ai 4 Sons Ltd., Stent fog, Apr 51.009 mits, Daytons yalow/biack ol 
Northumberian 
|S. Robson Lt 
‘ont Stres ¥ 
Leedhams (York) Led. CAR TRANSPORTATION 


HELE-ORIVE HIRE CAR TRANSPORTERS, tow 


i: "Oa 359 Tene "Sr onese babe 10 


Fou ease 


CLAN 


ora cam. gain 


Notts 261 


Ryland 3roup, my vial. a5" ene. teh 
Ryland s ngham BI6 SBT, 
Warwick. 021-464 alll DAMAGED CARS 


Shaw & Kilburn Ltd. 
‘Two Waters R 
Hempstead, Herts. 512 
S.M.T. Sales-Servic 
Dunkeld Road, Perth 26241 
Thompsons of Hull, 

230-236 Anlaby Road 


HILLMAN 


Wellington Garages (Oldham) Ltd., ane. mile 
Huddersfield Road, Oldham. Lancs. mee satis Be" 


061-633 1334 
!Sportparts Centres are run by enthu 


SS 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 
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vrooms in Cambridge 


NEW CARS 


New Lotus Europa S-speed {rom eras 
Cotte '$130/5 Teh sabie NS, radio. From ERAS 


New Lotus $130/8. In purple, HRS, radio. From 
ea 


1973 LOTUS EUROPA SPECIAL. Tawny gold, beige 
meer 1.000 mies: wiey whests, Tinted Blase 
00 

ni 


FERRARI DAYTONA 1970 "a 


OF. tmmecssane condiven, arson, Low 
Superb condition. Maroon with black interior. Tinted glass, See Gi oe wate 6 te 
etc. £5,850. eee ecpery ec oe 
HP and part exchange possible. Dupont cond non, BME ees tne ENG 
4 1971 LOTUS GAN SPRINT. As above. To 

Tel Ossett: 2617: (Currey) evenings, tw suai 42 Gold Lan! eatours in wor ae 
1969 EUROPA, salads engine, Bahama yellow. 
mt ‘ae 


JAGUAR XJ6, 1970. 42. auto, white, sunroot 
Se 0. Excellent exemple cis 


SAVE AROUND £4,000 


MAZDA RX3 COUPE, Fitted Konis, Excellent 
ample ‘eas 
THE SPORTSCAR MAZDA _RX3 SALOON In red 1728 


£6,500 SPECIALIST 
ALLAN BROWN RACING LTD. 


Fe eramisy (aakesy “aie. A 


tote SNG0S SLITEE! Wins, Sactte windess 
TWO ATTRACTIVE SPORTS CARS geet OOLE SX 1000. Wow MaT. Aubergine E580 


1969 Alfa Romeo Spyder Veloce drop Largest cotiection of Marcos in the world. 
head coups. Very good condition. Red Telephone for further detoite 


Tel: Cambridge 880711. 
Lotus and Mazde main dealers. 
Open all week excopt Sunday. 


1967 Lotus Elan. Special equipment fi CRRA RGABIOARAG 
hoad coupé BOREHAM ROAD GARAGE 


Tol: 042 121 3235 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


MORGAN 


MINI-COOPER 
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ESCORT SPORT June 1973. 


head, 


includes : 


VICTORIA MOTORS 
(ST. ALBANS LTD.) 


STOREYS OF HAMBLETON 


1971, K Regd. 3000 GT XLA Capri. Maize 

sunshine roo ‘owner. Guaranteed 

21,000" miles £950 

1873 Mk 3 2-door Cortina GT 

MGB V8 Teal blu 

2000. GXi Cortina, 1872” 4-door 24.000 
‘Toi: Hambleton (0253) 700217 © 


TRIUMPH 
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10,000 miles. Immaculate 


1340 cc MINI CLUBMAN 1973. The ultimate rally car. 
twin 45 DCOEs, 12 inch alloy wheels, etc, etc. Cost 
£2,000 to build. Never rallied 


MGB. Soft top, 1967. Good condition 


Our new rallying accessory department is open now. Full rally 
preparation undertaken from Groups One to Five. Stock 
Cibies, Oscars, Roll Cages, Suspension parts etc. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
FINANCE AND INSURANCE ARRANGED 


243 EWELL ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY 
01-399 2445 
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SURBITON RALLY CENTRE 
(RACING LTD.) 


MORGAN V8. Unusual spec. Wolfrace wheels 


£1,495 
£985 


port 


£1,450 
£460 


J. NOBLE (MOTORS) LTD. 


Felling. Co Durham 


1969 Lotus Elan FHC £695 
1970 TR6 Roadster £795 
1973 (Model) TVR 2500. Every extra 

‘Only 9000 miles. £1695 
1973 Fiat 130. Sheer luxury 


Tel: Felling 692321 


1966, ASTON MARTIN DB6. 
Auto, Sundym windows, 
aubergine, radio, new wire 
wheels. £1,250. 


Tel: St Albans 65189 or 
58270. 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 

8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 

1872 CORTINA 3000 Estate, Superd condition 

Wine wiih black thm. Radio. iow mileage 

yowner e360 


1972 ESCORT 10%. Maroon with black Crm} 


970 ,SIMCA, 1801 GL. Yelow. beige imapay 
5 ‘fiw. Nowner oe ees 
1971 CORTINA. 1600 4-door. White with black 
rien. | owner, 22.009 mites, Radio 98 


1872 VOLKSWAGEN (. 


200, 6,500 miles 
condition "EHO 


EXCHANGES To CLEAR 
100. Maroon 4-do0r de luxe, Lon 
oe mid 


TRIUMPH HERALD 1280. 1 owner. Sunshige 
"Wack Mechanically perfec 88 


1069 TRIUMPH HERALD. Red. Nice condition E86 
Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 


Bentley St, $2, 
Royces to order 


Sri SLOAN MARSHALL 
SMQ ““carac 


2 SPORTSCAR s 


56-58 Barnes High Sirot, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9171 


JAGUAR 1972 Vi2 E-TYPE 2+2 COUPE 


This vehicle tas # recorded mileage of only 

18.000, and is immaculate throughout 

Finished in light blue with matching interior 
Fitted radio, ete, £2,686, 


HARRINGTON MOTORS. 
sn Road, Horsham, Sussex. 
I: Horsham 60246, 


2/8 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


GINETTA 
TTS 
(cb soromonues 18 
247-251 bende 
4 ot 


Tel, Sheffield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


of Leicester 


both hd and thd. Full 
we hold 
t0'%30. p.m. 


2,000 miles, 1 owner, white, vellour trim, 
tinted windows, hrw, radio, 8 track stereo, 
"8, As new, 6 months waiting list 
Vehicle. A saving of £200 at 


Brighton 693638 70100. 


at a 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


Black and gold. S-speed Radio. taxed. 1,300 miles 


(1973 OCT. M) 
LOTUS 
EUROPA 


only. 62250 
Norman Trinder. Tel: Reading 202664, 


Ford Rally 
Specialist 


Competition 
Preparation 
Dept. 


Call or phone at 
DERBY ROAD GARAGE, 
KIRKBY-IN-ASHFIELD, NOTTS. 
TEL: MANSFIELD 753257 


CAR FOR THE CONNOISSEUR 


Citroen Maserati, manual, 9,000 miles. 
Colour Brun Roque Brun, 1973 M reg., 1974 
specification. Tinted glass, electrically 
operated windows and aerial. Factory fitted 
stereo, Powered steering, Air conditioning 


Ring York (0904) 29949 for viewing, 


Rally Spares 
Specialist 


AVO, Parts 
Stockists 


ONE MUST GO! 


ELAN S3DHC, 1967; 46,000; red, 
radio, KQ wheels, tonneau. Immac. 
£660 ovno. 

TVR VIXEN S2, 1970; red, radio, 
alloys with Cints. new Konis. 
Immac. £920 ovno. 

Both cars will give over 40 mpg at 
50 mph and have been properly 
looked after and serviced. HP OK 
on either. 

Phone Robin on Slough 45959 day 
or Gerrards Cross 85889 evenings. 


THE FLYING SPANNER 
GARAGE LTD. 


GINETTA G12 fed 


Cosworth engine 
Sor Winices” Ot 


E1880 ono, 
im and 
"ofS 
650 


1986, Alfa Romeo. GTA. All alum 
o. 


fa WHO. Miniltes, limited 
tinted windecreeh, ‘Group 
. 925 


MASERATI QUATRE TORTE (&-door). 1966. 
Registered. ¢2litee, Needs tidying, £825 

1967 MINI COOPER, 998 ce 30 

JAGUAR XK 150 for parts 

FORD 1600 GT engine £90 


Competition prepar 

‘Specialists in Continental cars, 
‘Spares and repairs. 

Volkswagen spares and shells, 
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LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH 
offer CARS OF DISTINCTION 


12 months Wyans Warranty Details on request 


FERMARI 365 GTC 4 In silver 
her" tien. Under 1000 ‘miler. Pitted 
condiuonine” power ‘steering 

“SEMIOUS ENQUIRIES ONLY 


AW K JENSEN FP. In metallic blue with black 
on 


190 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR. In brown 
mas 


fm "new peice ‘98 
i"HANGEROVER. In bahams wold, ited ‘uruat 
fs 


Fined to, Tuscan, Dive, 
‘as 

radio. front seat headrests and. leather 
ced 

WRT. Finlabed in red with 

from now offered at fuss 


‘Terms and exchanges welcome. 


ALAN DOUBLE 


Telephone Peterborough (0733 67177) 
After hours Stamford 7828) 


benO SONS SPURT SAR} 


oa 


4873 (Nov) Morgan +8. 2,000 miles oni 

Brgnol rad with many extras”. £2300 

Brand new MGB GT VB. Finished in white 
‘At pre-ineraase price 


1972 Lotus Elan Sprint. Drop head. in 
virtually as new condition. Lagoon blue 
and. white. Fitted with push button 
fadio, Supplied by us. Full service 
record. Full mileage 13,000 miles £1696 | 


SPECIAL OFFER. 1 only. Brand new and” 
Unregistered 1973 model Lotus Europa. 
£500" off current list price. 


1973 (Oct) Triumph GT6. Moon with 
black cloth trim. O/d, tinted glass, 
hrw. A one owner car with # recorded 
mileage of 7,000 £1250 


1972 Triumph Stag. Hard top, white with 
black interior, Fitted push button radio. 
In virtually as new condition. Recorded 
‘mileage 17,000 £1895 


ALAN FOSTERS GROUP ONE MARINA. 
Now converted as a superb road car 
Fully balanced engine, fully adjustable 
shock absobers, unmarked condition 

£800 

MGB GT. Specially finished in jet black 
with black cloth trim and tinted glass 
Chromium plated ~~ wheels, etc. 
Immediate delivery 

1973 Lotus Europa JPS. S-specd gearbox. 
Tinted glass, alloy wheels, radio stereo, 
Recorded mileage 10,000 £2100 

1973 Datsun 240Z. Green with black 
tem. Fitted with radio and. stereo 
5,000 miles only £1995 


ee Y 
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BELL & 


COE LLLTD 


He cums 


“AMA tote am torus 


CARRERA LIGHTWEIGHT 


John de Stefano offers one of his well 
known road/race Porsches. Work main. 
tained, Immaculate condition. £8500. HP 
can be arranged. Would consider race 
hire/must still be a winner. 

‘Tel: 01-235 2879 


East tiorsieyai14a 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204, 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD 
BLACKPOOL 


Tel; 63337 


For immediate delivery RS2000s. Choice 
of Sebring red, Medina green, Diamond 
white, Olympic Iso stock of 
Maxicos. Daytona, Medina ‘and Sebring. 
1972 Triumph Dolomite. White. 1 owner. 
radio. Immaculate car £1195 
1972 Escort Sports. Choice of two, 1 
owner cars from £625 
One 1972 Escort Mexico. White with 
red stripes. [1 owner. Any trial... 895 
1972 Mexico. Diamond white. 


25,000 
miles. Immaculate condition £925 


CUBLEYS OF SOUTHPORT 


SAAB AND LOTUS 


GILBERN Mk Ill INVADER. 1973 (Dec 
M)._In_ yellow. O/d, Webasto roof, 
radio/stereo. Electric ‘windows, aerial 
Only 3000 miles. A saving of over £650 
on new (or offers) £2495 

RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE, 1973 (L). In 
white. Radio/stereo. Alloy wheels, etc. 
1 lady owner. 12,000 miles 

LOTUS EUROPA. Twin cam, 1872. Lime 


green. Radio. Lotus alloy wheels. 
20,000 miles ‘£1595 
MGB GT, 1968 (Gj. in red. O/d, w/w. 
Radio, HRW 695 


LIVERPOOL ROAD, AINSDALE, 
SOUTPORT 
Tel: Southport 79080 or 59594 


Syeee. Vinyl root 
tnd osid.” Front 


“thie. Gar 


‘nkSi00 tor only 
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Burton-on-Trent 612748 


ROBIN HAMILTON ees 


Aston Martin mspoclalers: 
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SPORTS RACING CARS 


CLUBMANS 


RACING 


RACING CARS 


SUPER VEE 


Fed up with R.A.C. racing? Where you pay for 
everything 
Why not go Midget racing where you get 
aid to start, and prize money as well 


WY) Ex John Hine 
GP2 Escort 


FS This vehicle is being 
sold on behalf of fin- 
ance company, com. 
plete in every respect. 


£1,200 o.n.o. 


Riverview Garage, Harnham, Salisbury, Wilts. 
Tel: Salisbury 28698 


‘naw.\in your colours. Showboat 
12 uP pigeon racing 
EMERY CARS (1971) LTD.. 


Rong, Canon we 
” ofa 
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THE LAST CHANCE TO PURCHASE!! nearer TEAM 
VAUXHALL N.I. 


Offer for sale 
VAUXHALL FIRENZA 


Built in 1973, Fitted with fibreglass panels throughout 

Front and rear spoilers. C/R S/C box. 10in and 12in 

Minilites fitted with Goodyear slicks. In August fitted 

with @ brand new Lotus Blydenstein 16 valve 22 engine 

which has completed only § races. The who'e car is fitted 

with aff the fetest 1973 parts, and holds two lap records 
(Bishops Court. Kirkistown) 


heir racing 


Trailer and spares included. 
Highest offer secures. 
JACKIE PATTERSON 
FORTFIELD MOTOR WORKS, GREEN ISLAND, 

CARRICKFERGUS, CO ANTRIM, 

N. IRELAND. 

Tel: Whiteabbey 3465 day 

Gtengormiey 44167 evenings and weekends. 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg Ottice 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 
Tel: Bourne End 22002 and 24484 


Mk @ bos, wings. Whole car and engine 
‘or £1300 Complore, 
"engine and box. Spare set rims/wats 


99" F2 rolling. chess’ 
"E1080 one.” 


4 bax. Wings, Spare. xems/wat 
ag tanka. Sn’ and Vain. Wings 


Wine and box. Falconer bodywork. Vee. O87 
Crue ete rend new. Very compete chose. Stil ‘one’ of the best 
Wimhuret FA. Sx "Jack Patterson. Monocogue. F1200, less engine 

Bixdham Brs0 monocogueiust Tbe by Arch. E200 “— 


ENGINES 


CHEVRON B25 


Limited use only. Latest spec. 10 spare wheels. FG400 gear. 
box. C/w gear ratios, numerous spares. 
BDA exhaust systems F2/FA  FG400 side plates and drive 


Ignition quick ft boxes flanges for outboard discs 
Aeroquip lines and unions FT9.31 CWP now m $ea0" P/E" Only "a vacan ince, complete robusta 

Fuel pumps Mk 8 7.31 CWP new FUR iec, jee “stun by nosing Saris, © i oes arent 
Chevron and Brabham rear 'BT36 oil/water radiator Tiaiara Eeank’ idea! Basis for Clubman engine, £160. 
wings Many F2 tyres 


GEARBOXES 


fap uch 
es Soe cs 
GR a apes atin Ba 


Also many other spares, and accessories. 


Write to David Morgan, 
4 Grasmere Road, Purley. Surrey CR2 1DU 
or Tel: 01-668 5566 


BRABHAM BT35X 


Immaculate FT200. Inboard rear brakes. Graviner seat 
10s and 14s on ‘slicks. Complete less engine. plus 
spares. £1250. 

McLaren M14 Formula One, Ex works car less engine and box 
Plus spares. £1000. 

FG400 gearbox. £400. 

Ex Allan Fowler Mercury, rolling chassis. Still holds lap records 
£1250. 

FT200 gearbox. £300. 


Tel : 01-534 6969 (day) 
01-599 7418 (evening) 


GENERAL SPARES 


eas. 1 new twin-chows 
{new FS GRO Tear sonphe ‘t20; eee ai Bid 


Some e2k FS mechanicel fuel pum i 
Suit MiniPSpnte £20: 1, new BOA crank $125; 1 par new BTS6 dnveshatts 
He BW Sinpamen ‘nange aevembiy. now €¥6! Lots 4 water’ tad E16. 


WHEELS AND TYRES 
1 Baie GRO J0\n cms £701 ove Ain BT3G Mal. O90: 1 pate in March 80: 


f Sain Cores €8 e900 1 set Goodyear Atlantic slicks E30; 7 set Dunlop 
wets eno. 


HP terms and 


schanges including road cars considered 


STOCKISTS OF : Cosworth, Mewland. Wi 
smiths. Hyiomar and Val 


Proto, Luces. Bendix, 
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chris oates limited 


RACING CARS 


March 73B Formula Atlantic. Specification 
complete with or without competitive BDA. 
Engine available, unused since rebuild. 

Surtees TS11 F5000 Rolling Chassis com- 
plete. 1972 championship winning car to 
latest specification including deformable 
structure if required ... ¥9 £2250 
March 722. Currently fitted with FVA but 
could be updated to latest Atlantic specifica- 
tion. 


ROAD CARS 


1971 (K) Ferrari Dino. Red with black. 
Exceptional condition throughout ... £3350 
1971 XJ 6 4.2. Manual with overdrive. ore 
owner. Radio, HRW, etc £1795 
Transporter BMC 550 FG. 1969 MoT. Plated 
at 2 tons 14 cwt. No HGV necessary. Carry 
any racing car. Roller shutter doors sides and 
rear. Complete with ramps etc. Excellent 
condition snasens wuss EA 


ENGINES 


1973 Series 3 Morand F5000 Chevrolet. Well 
known and competitive engine, ready to go. 
Fraction of current list £3,300 fitted with 
winch, benches, lockers, etc ... £725 
Mackay/Lucas fuel injection to current F5000 
spec. 

Fy Atlantic BDA originally built by Smith. Lap 
record holder and currently being rebuilt. 
SPARES. Lola T330 rear wing and bracket. 
McLaren M10B 15” x 16" rear wheel drive 
shafts, rear discs, oil cooler, road springs, 
top bag tank, various gaskets, oil pump 
pulleys, bearings etc. Lotus 69 RH_alumini- 
mum outer skin seat panel. March 722 front 
wings. Hewland Mk 9 5-speed gearbox, 
mounted for inboard brakes. Selection of gear 
ratios Mk 9 ST200 and DG300. 


TYRES 


Selection of slick, intermediate and wet tyres 
for F3 to F5000. 

(Constantly changing stock) 
Wanted, FVC-engined libre car, any recent 
single-seater considered. 

OFFERS & EXCHANGES CONSIDERED ANY GOODS ON OFFER 
COMPETITIVE H.P. FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON ALL GOODS 


NOTTS 294060 
NOTTS 247399 


Gerry Marshall offers the 
EX JIM BURROWS 
GROUP 2 1000cc MINI 


This immaculate car built from all_new parts at beginning 
of last season is now offered for sale. Easily converted to 
Mini Migha spec. This extremely competitive car which still 
holds 3 Migila lap records 1s offered complete wath trailer and 
few spares for 


“Telephone Gerry Marshall on 01-458 4204 


ENSIGN F3 


Two cars offered, both completely updated to the 
latest specification, and representing considerable 


saving on a new car. Rolling chassis complete with 
‘gearbox. £2500 each 
2 Novamotor F3 engines. 
2 Vegantune F3 engines. 


PETER BLOORE RACING, 
Station Road Industrial Estate, Wallingford, Berks. 
‘el: Wallingford 3142. 


McLAREN M8F 


Transformed as M20, central engine, reinforcing and 
lightening chassis, new body design with mould 
included. 


Available with : 454 ci and 494 ci MORAND engines, 
2 reinforcing LGG600 gearbox, Aeroquip, numerous 
wheels, tyres and spare parts. 


This car was the only rival to the Porsche on the 
Interserie Championship at Silverstone, Nurburgring, 
Norisring, Hockenheim driven by Teddy Pilette. 


The car can be seen in Switzerland, contact 


Developpement Moteurs Morand 
1635 La Tour de Tréme, Switzerland 
Tel : 029-2 90 01. Telex 36142 or 


Mr van der Straten, VDS Racing Team 
38 Bvd St-Michel Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: 34 86 74. Telex 24412 


— | 
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RACING SCHOOL 


Exciting New Racing School 


LOTUS 69 FORMULA 3 


New chassis, fitted 72, New Vegantune engine, “72. New geat- 


SHARP. RACING box, innards’ and clutch, August "73. Fitted bag tanks, wings, 

with Graviner, 8 wheels, wots and slicks, 2 Varleys plus many 

spares. Finished in red with gold leaf lettering. The whole car 

ASHTUNE is in most exceptional condition and has just been overhauled 

F Rsthat cs for 1974 season. Complete with Reid trailed and all spares at 

Training courses st Goodwood. every Saturday trom February © Le reema Dyh ep cbne gal r plbaag lh 


eatin? DAV rv" Fatale Forde wna saloons 
cs daha aa exchange. No deposit terms to houscowner. 


Tel: Malc Bohm 061-766 2404 (day), 061-764 2855 (evenings) 
Manchester. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: LOTUS INSURANCE seHEMe 


BALANCING 


DYNAMOMETERS 
gles RACEWEAR 
FINANCIAL MoMeX, pronan nies JAY 
GEARBOXES 


RACE WHERE ? 


sttneemeoe ungowon meno TA AND 
al elES 
TARRBO RS ae SEARBORES: 
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Chevron B19/21, body complete Brabham, BT 29/38 Atlantic, fully updated, 


ES Ehevton BIi/21; Lou wheel nd stick Snucedsince reoaild 1a inenth “ag New 
SPARI New 10in leather wheel. MRE wheels with B36 slicks, rebuilt FT200, 
BOG head, Choice 3 PVR Mock’ “and: cran B10 wing (it mounted), completo with BDA 
POR BC inca Rew thets comp dissys, Harter: pumpe air bes. fitted cover, 
BMW Mitre race head New sports col Seeeyihing stcept bate’ engi 

[neas Injection #2" Complete Sec" dtinpers springs BT 30/36. Gravioor aed! spare Wiese 

Sec RVA'E VC" rode PU, heed damaged. “Complete 

Set now BDA Steel rods. FVA samp pee ANY PX. TAKEN ON THE ABOVE. 
BUA" race pistons New Ecorse Salve bead. 

PuC block” rank snd pistons Set tors 1308 cam 

EVA crank’ Standard Set pistons. 1300 BDA . He 

B/B twin piste clutch. 2in x Sin Cobra wheels, Minilite. R. D. H. RACING 
Baabiiam racks Complete Brabham radiator BTaT/S6 001 

FVA/FVC cams and carriers. F/3 exhaust Mega type 2 ASHEROOE FAD: 

3 tag0 FVe "rods and. pistons Brabham iin, Pin Vain wheels with B96 BOLLINGTON, CHESHIRE. 


3, FVA rods and pistons wets 
Chevron'B21 ‘lightweight body. 


JANSPEED POWER FOR YOUR CAR . : A 
Commenor kts Gomer erg FI in Italian sunshine ? 


Box ass. Lotus '69 spares. All good Tel: Bollington 74022 


RE For the coming GP season in Europe we need a very 
bean, Maney ouenet sree experienced F1 mechanic to work on our last 


tntahed in Name orange an 2 year’s works-Brabhams. 


Please write a postcard or letter to contactman: 
Jorg Dubler, Geerenstr. 12, 8157 _Dielsdorf, 
Switzerland, and state your previous career! 


ee ASTwAEY RaAN onoon vee TRAILERS 
PRE-SEASON CLEARANCE SAL! TANNER TRAILERS 


1650 twin-cam engine. Phase One 46 1DA3__ Weber 
4 BAM ail 'stgel, 175 bhp, (blocked. off choke). 20. PIXMORE AVE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS 
dry sump." B+ clutch, jebors. 
de’ Long "cams, £320, Bait. 4 Formula, One. alloy Tel: Letchworth 6026 

Various carbs, manifolds and (6 calipers. £6 each. 3 
spares to’ "suit above 16 Emery. slay ‘whe 

ine obile ve 6} J £16 wach. 
wo" Oldsmobile VB_ engine 
00 each, One Buick Ve DELLORTO CARBURETTORS 
engine (dismantled). €50. We are agents in London for 
Gne E-type diff unit. £20. Dellorto carburetters with the 

One Hillman Imp, 1971, Needs experience to fit them to any 

inting bonnet and boot. make of engine, eg, Lotus 
joad car. E350. Elan’ $4 “owners. Replace 

One 500 'cc Hillman Imp, 2 your Stromberg. 175 carbs 
‘cylinder engine. Suit bike or With twin. Dellorto 4 DHLB 
Flat 500, ility with more 

One’ Ford VE gearbox. £20. fitted 
3 A Series gearbox E120. 
each. 5A type di a 


fee one elSond” dt we nave. numerous racing 


We have. numerous racing Alloy cacing car box trailers anade to order—2 weeks’ dativay. 
ey ros in stock, mostly as new. ide eweings supplied. it requ jephone. for. prices 

Meee ean nitrohoy ‘crank. Prices from £5 to £20 each. Jat x Oh. Te-owt 2-wheel traflers complete with ramps, Nights. 

ing. Simm nitralloy crank: boo ignte, 

a HILLMAN IMP SPARES: 12h x Git, 25-cwt, 4-wheel trailer £200 

We always have new and Hott x Ott crash recovery trallors, 36-cwe with winch, J/wheel 

Used “imp spares in “stock ramps, rear stends and xing chins, Immediate delivery "£326 

Call for details: 


Write, call or telephone for details of trailers. 


One Formula Atlantic works Broadspeed engine, 
totally rebuilt, and completely ready to race. £1,000. 


RACING CAR COVERS 


We can now supply an improved range of Waterproof Single Sei 
iscing car covers 
isbilahe ond cane t bonis 1975 cc BDG on alloy block, brand new, all Cosworth 
front and back pansis 
ian for feant wings parts. Opus ignition, less fuel injection. £1,500. 


TITAN CARS LTD. 
Huntingdon 74402 


Qnasize suite Brabham BTI5/18/21/23. ate. Chevron 89/15/17, etc. Lotue 
{most models) "and most ‘conventional shaped 3" Fa, or Formula Ford 
how cost RACING LTD, 

wrecelanhar food, rarngam 
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FORD 6D DIESEL BARGAINS GALORE FROM 
TRANSPORTER 


dln sea ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


up to three single 1966 V8 Mustang. Rebuilt engine, p/x, WHY 
F3 wing, alloy with chrome struts £25 
F2 wing, fibreglass £20 


F2 slicks, oil tanks, rads, wishbones, ring dampers, shockers, 
wings, body panels, nose cones, rev counters, etc, etc. 


le to change of plans this impressive vehicle is for sale 
immediately for around £1000. 


Tel: 01-852 0602, Watford 30726 evenings 
Tel: Great Milton (Oxon) 627 or Bicester 42615 be ~ pom 


HOLBAY C73 1600 
SUPERSPORTS ENGINE 


Purchased new 10 months ago, but due to business 
commitments hardly raced. 


Completely stripped, checked and __rebuilt 
absolutely as new. Save over £350. A bargain at 
£750. 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


RACING NUMBERS 


Scns ALEY BARS 


RACING SCHOOL 


ROLLING ROAD 


CHEAPEST RAC! 
SCHOOL IN 


ANDRE PILETTE 
RACING SCHOOL 
Free information ANDRE PILI 


STEERING WHEELS 
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MAGNA SPECIAL MINI OFFER oy 
“eCULPTURED : 
WHEELS ‘ie nary a elf coombs racing (a 
amcne, | Rupa TWO ONLY 
ins incnein BAB HIS 1973 Cosworth BDG engines — 
eorar keer 0 4 neem ta unraced. 
Nata Eariege 2150 JOHN CoomBS 
Brochure available MAGNA WHEELS v.19 ta oa reste ted, Tel: Guildford 69944. 
eee pet ee 


WANTED 
ONE SKILLED MECHANIC 


to help in preparation of two vehicles for World Cup 
Rally, Good wages. 
David Howes Racing, 
Nr Dunstable, 
Beds. 


Tel: Eaton Bray 220508. 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Pronipt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 


Tel: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


ASTON MARTIN /ALFA ROMEO /LOTUS /PORSCHE RELIANT SCIMITAR 
DID YOU KNOW ? 


That Hexagon offer » complete, coach work service} Out 
Op “caters for accident repairs in both metal and 


Stuart Pope. on 01-485 

Of that we have an engine shop able to cope with almost 
any problem ?. We are currently rebuilding (and partly 
femaking |) and obsolete V12 Formula One engine for our 
Maserati 250F, as well as carrying out precision rebuilds 
‘on modern high pertormance engines. Ask Martin Murphy 
or Bob Fisk for details on 01-340 3431 

And of course our workshop continues to service and 
‘pair all sorts of interesting cars—especially those of the 
kind that we sell 


HEXAGON MOTOR WORKS LIMITED, 
Dukes Head Yard, 2/8 Highgate High Street, 
London N6 5LJ. 
Telephone 01-340 3431. 


J. B. RACING 


rel : 08944-23067 or 20976 evening. 


ard Racing. Four races only last year. Immaculate 
for avick ale complete. with ex Schuppan Atlantic 


Cosworth dey sumo pumps. £25 each, excelleat condition 


62 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 


291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 

Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 
available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


Linea Sport FPT. 


The finest racewear money can buy. 


(EEEERRO)IGD Worcs ter sar StS 
@® Griffin The new name in top quality crash 


griffin. PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
12b Central Trading Estate, Staines. Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


Design Draughtsman 


required for Formula One team, preferably 


experienced in racing car design. 


Please apply Box 2058. 
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ENGINES FOR SALE 


2-Litre BDA injected F/2. Fully rebuilt at Titans and unused 


March Engineering Ltd. 


have vacancies for 


: Since. t/plate clutch, pumps, etc. Ready to race £1250 
the following personnel 2-Litre RES BDA. Fully rebuilt and unused since, complete 
with Lucas injection t/plate clutch, etc, as above”... £1250, 


1930 Rally BDA. All stool 45 DCOE, new clutch, etc. Fully 
rebuilt at Whitheads and ready to go £875 
FVC 1800. Newly rebuilt bottom end, mostly new parts, com- 


ADDITIONAL 


DETAIL/DESIGN DRAUGHTSMAN Atlantis Richardson’ BDA 1600. Just rebuilt (bila for €280). 
Absolutely complete and ready to race 1280 
Applicants should have at least 3 years engineering feck both completa elec et tcc enn BOON EIOOS 


BRM 1598 T/Cam 1973 engine. Very little used, complete with 
45 DCOE's, dry sump, clutch flywheel, dizzy, etc £550 
Holbay Injected 1600 F/3 engine. T/cam. Fully rebuilt, clutch, 
injection, air box, pumps, etc. 1973 engine. Choice of 2. £450 
Vegantune 1600. £/3. T/cam. Just fully rebuilt at Whitheads 
and complete, carbs, clutch, pumps, etc 


drawing office experience, preferably in the automobile 
industry. Apply in writing only, stating age, previous 
experience, etc to: 


Clive Larke, Seanen Tases Rilsncs talib) Wertioade”sConainen heed, 
twin'45 DCOE's, forged pistons, complete, 6 races only 
design office, ANY OF THE ABOVE OPEN TO Px RACE SPARES, ENGINES 
MARCH ENG., age : 
Murdock Road. R. D. H. RACING, 


2 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire 
Tel: Bollington 74022 


Bicester. 


DO YOU WANT TO DRIVE A 
1974 VAN DIEMEN’S AND ROYALE PP16A 


Midweek practice, full race engines, good discount for 5 or more races. Full spares back-up at circuit. This is 


your chance to snare a team drive. Special engine care for those doing full championships. 


Tel : 0273 25348. 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LTD D> 


THE NORMAN REEVES 


TRANSPORTER/WORKSHOP 


We are reluctantly selling out purpose built unit that we believe was the best in GP. II 
last year. It has everything you can think of from 220/240 v generator, power points, 
gas bottle stowage, canopies, bins, bench, cooker, etc., electric winch, fresh water 
tanks, tyre racks, even the proverbial kitchen sink. 

Today it would cost about £5,000 to build. 

The chassis is Ford 0607 and has covered only 6,000 miles. The body was built by 
Locomotors. 

It will take a saloon or, with slight modifications, two monopostos. 

Serious enquiries to 
A. F. Pateman, Joint Managing Director, 
NORMAN REEVES (MOTORS) LTD., 
Uxbridge, Middx. Tel : 33444. 
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For all wheel problems contact: 


MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 
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HIGH DUTY RACING CAR 
SUSPENSION SPRINGS 


Specialists in the supply of racing 
and rally springs. Send SAE for 
stock lists of racing car springs and 
all your spring requirements to 


D. FAULKNER 
Manufacturers Agents 


17 Oxford Crescent 
New Malden, Surrey KT3 5QN 


Tel: 01-942 6120 


Classification heading 


Accessories and secondhand 
for 911/912/914 


V.W. DERRINGTON L 


FORALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES ANO SPARES 
Manitolge, Aue Trumpets. Air Cleaners, Gaskets 
6 Ringe sna for Unita 


EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


Leading specialist for every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyvilie Cafe, Main Road, 
West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) 
Tet: 2347 (Kent) 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 


64 
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[TUNGST Get the best out of your car 


Engine tune clinic for @ Fuel economy 

private patients only. Roll- @ Maximum performance Ache 

ing road testing up to witha Stalfors 
300 bhp at wheels. 


loots 
LAYCOCK ROLLING ROAD CHECK 
e eon TUNING rey Book an appointment at :- i 
sons ofS cu BLOVDS 8252.50 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


UPTUNE @Taget Ga©) | aeem 
SERVICE Clinic Ltd : TEAM 
STATION Telephone 01-435 7436-7 FOR! 


UPSHIRE ROAD, THE specialist in engine analysis SURE 
WALTHAM ABBEY. and diagnosis. Full indoor per- 
ESSEX. ¢ formance testing and power 
z tuning. 
ne ‘(Suigecou Martin Raymond, ENGINE TUNING SPECIALISTS 
: 4 & JAD FAC! 
Ford Performance Specialists THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED ROLLING RO ILITIES 
Full Dynamometer Service 1 Ridge Road, Childs Hill, NW2. [UR G EUSA ODP 


ROLL UP, ROLL UP, TO OUR ROLLING ROAD! 
MARSHALL OF BEDFORD 
GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD 
Phone: (0234) 55221 


MAXIMUM B.H.P. - FOR MINIMUM COST 


COMPLETE CRYPTON TUNE & ROLLING ROAD SET UP 
CONTACT US: THE TUNING EXPERTS 


AT 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 
291/295 WILLESDEN LANE 


LONDON N.W.2 
Phone: 01-459 6534/5/6 


Send in your free 
description of yo 


YoursetlpwMere Well esd 
Your Age L._lyrs Your HeightJ ft) ins 
Christian Name sntsty Lana 


| Werarrerweres 


bo 


Race/Nationality 
Religion = 


Occupation 


prof 


Only then will the compute 


objective description of its 


Extrovert: 


Adventurous 


Family type 


Clothes-conscious 


Outdoor type 


Creative: 
Practical 


Intellectual 


fect partne 


our superb 36 page full colour brochure. 
Do you consider yourself: Do you like: 


Cinema/theatre: 
Good Food: 
Travel 

Poli 


cal Activities fi 


Classical music/literature: 


The Pop scene 
Sport 

Do-it-yourself 
Camping/hiking/climbing: [ 


Voluntary work f 


Look carefully at these pictures. Put an 
X across the three that most appeal 
to you 


Dateline 


Exciting isnit it? 


